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In this issue ...

Dear Members
I consider it a great honour 

and privilege to be elected as 
President of the Mercedes-Benz 
Club of South Africa - it is a vote 
of confidence that I will cherish 
and with the grace of God, I will 
devote myself to the obligations 
and duties of the post.

I would like to extend my 
gratitude to the National 
Committee and the members of 
the Club for the trust and belief you 
have placed in to me to head this 
team. Thank you for your support 
and ongoing encouragement.

I’d like to take a moment again 
to thank René.  She plays a very 
significant role in my life and 
especially now - supporting me as 
President of the Club.

To the returning members 
of the National Committee, 
Frik Roux – Vice President and 
Annalie Kachelhoffer – National 
Secretary. I am very pleased to 
have you on board for another 
term. To the new members 
elected, Johan Kemp – National 
Treasurer and Pieter Moolman – 
Membership Secretary, welcome 
and congratulations. 

A special word of thank you 
(continued overleaf) 
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Pat Smythe 

- The Editor

to Hannes Pienaar, for his 
exemplary service as Past National 
Treasurer.

We have a vibrant and 
committed National Committee 
and I am confident that we 
will continue to manage the 
daily operations of the MBCSA 
successfully. It should be noted, 
however, that all of this is only 
possible due to the huge effort and 
co-operation put in by the Regional 
Chairmen and yourselves, the 
members of this wonderful club!

To Pat Smythe, Editor of the 
Benz Lens, and Jaco and Annalie 
Kachelhoffer for their tireless 
marketing of the Club Regalia, 
thank you for the great work and 
continued efforts.

I want to congratulate Dirk van 

der Westhuizen on an exemplary 
term of Presidency. His leadership, 
service and dedication to the 
Club, was and will remain, a huge 
inspiration to all of us! 

At the Gauteng AGM, the 
National Committee and members 
unanimously decided to confer 
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP on Dirk 
van der Westhuizen. 

He follows in the footsteps of 
giants in our Club’s history like 
Steve Rademeyer, Ettienne Geel 
and Graham van Heerden. 

I would also like to pay tribute 
to Leon Wannenburg and his 
Northern Region team:- Koos du 
Toit, Johan Swanepoel, Anna-Lee 
dos Santos, André Esterhuizen, 
Maxim Erdman, Donovan Seeliger, 
Sven Krassnokutski and everybody 

that helped in the organization of 
a great 2016 AGM and National 
Gathering - you guys did a 
magnificent job.

A special word of thanks must go 
to Estee Campher from Mercedes-
Benz South Africa for joining us at 
the AGM Gala Dinner. I would like to 
convey our sincere gratitude to her 
and Mercedes-Benz South Africa 
for their continued, magnanimous 
support and sponsorship. 

I am looking forward to this 
new adventure, because as I have 
always believed - “Were it not for 
the camaraderie of our fellow club 
members – our cars would be 
worth nothing.” 

We are the best motor car club 
in the country!

I took a drive down memory 
lane the other day in my 1983 123 - 
200A. She is awfully comfy on a long 
trip, a little thirsty most certainly … 
but awfully comfortable!

I took the opportunity of killing 
two birds with one stone, by using 
a business trip to Lusikisiki and 
Port St Johns, as an opportunity to 
allow her to stretch her legs a little.

I left Durban before dawn and 
experienced the pleasure of a 
wonderful sunrise over a calm 
ocean, as I headed to Port Edward 
and onward to Bizana, which I 
cleared just after eight. 

It’s a horrid stretch at the 
moment, the road between Port 
Edward and Bizana – a whole lot 
of roadworks, interspersed with 
single lane sections that mean 
tedious stop/go waiting.   Once 
I cleared the mayhem of Bizana 
on a working day, the green hills 
of the Transkei re-introduced 
me to their magic as I headed for 
the ‘Magusheni turn-off and the 
winding road through Flagstaff 
to Lusikisiki followed by the drop 
down the escarpment to ‘St Johns.

There are a few potholes, a goat 
or three – blind mice, sheep, pigs 
and daredevil dogs... but in general 

this road has great cambers cut 
back curves that can give you the 
ride of your life along with some 
stunning views thrown in for free!

I drove this road every month 
whilst I worked the Transkei in 
the seventies – it wasn’t tarred in 
those days. The 123 came into her 
own and made me realise what an 
under rated model she was and 
still is…   

No2. Memory Lane:
The lure of the 2016 AGM and 

National Gathering was too strong 
and the opportunity to drive there 
in Miss Mercedes was undeniable.

She rose to the occasion like 
a hungry trout and as we crested 
Van Reenen – in top gear, she was 
dying to hear me say, “Go Girl!’ 
which I would have, but for the 
‘Kodak Cops’ that litter the Pass.

Her big bench seats bring back 
a style of driving that was sadly 
slaughtered on the butchers block 
of safety. She has a lot of glass 
that allows the full panorama of 
the journey to be taken in. There 
is also a lot of other space that 
encourages’ one to stretch out 
in great comfort – both legs and 
arms.

Lanes filled with memories

Editorial

There is also, ‘the little vent 
window’ that provides wonderful 
air flow in rainy weather.  ‘Air 
Conditioning’ most certainly has 
its moments – but that ‘little vent 
window’ - would still find a friendly 
welcome should it ever make a 
comeback!

A Finny in the ‘Free State comes 
right into its own. Miss Mercedes 
broke into a hands and heels 
gallop – no whip required – and our 
arrival at Glenburn Lodge came all 
too quickly.  We are most fortunate 
to be part of a wonderful club – we 
are blessed with the opportunity 
to drive Classic Mercedes-Benz 
vehicles. Our members are never 
strangers too each other and our 
annual National Gathering and 
AGM are events of the highest 
calibre.

The best part, however, is that 
we get to drive home, after the 
festivities and experience another 
journey of great joy!

Miss Mercedes took me home 
in style and added a few memories 
that remain ever gentle on my 
mind!  - See you all soon…
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April brings lovely weather 
to the Eastern Cape and Sunday 
Lunch in Morgan Bay takes a lot of 
beating on a good day!

It gets even better when you 
put together a diverse convoy of 
very elegant Mercedes-Benz SL’s 
– in the shape of Colin Meyers’ 
190SL, Lawrence Kropf’s W113 
250SL, Brian Haviland in his R107 
500SL and Malcolm Campbell’s 
R129 500SL, guided by an old 
pathfinder, in the shape of my ’51 
170Da.

We set off from 

The Hub at 
Beacon Bay 
at 11:30 
with Sacha 
V a u p o t i c 
in a very 
s m o o t h 
E63 and 
Johannes 
in a GLA45 AMG, 
setting the example up front.  
Rudi le Roux in his W116 350SE and 
Gavin Le Roux in Malcolm’s C107 

450SLC 
- bringing 
up the rear, acted as 
‘sweepers’ - and we maintained a 
comfortable driving speed all the 
way to Morgan Bay via the N2. 

The weather was awesome the 
food was great, if it weren’t for the 
kids we would have stayed out 
late.

Eastern Cape
Lunch in Morgan Bay By Erald Hohls:
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Being Star Struck can mean different things to different people.

The Collins Dictionary quotes it as: 
“Being completely overawed by someone’s celebrity status”.

Or it can simply be quoted as:
“A fascination of someone special or showing great interest and 

admiration for famous people”.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE STAR STRUCK? By Erald Hohls

Although this mostly refers 
to famous people who have 
achieved a following due to their 
specific qualities or extraordinary 
achievements in the film and 
entertainment industry, these 
definitions can be applied, almost 
word-for-word, to the Mercedes-
Benz Product, whose owners have 
an unbelievable passion for the 
brand and it’s amazing heritage.

Being star struck in this 
instance quite obviously brings 
people together who are in awe 
of the Three Pointed Star and 
the unmatched achievement 
of ‘Leading Innovation’  for a 
period that dates back some 
130 years and which embraces 
the unwavering commitment to 
producing ‘The Best or Nothing!’ 

I think most of us have been 
referred to as being Mercedes 
“Star struck” at one time or 
another, not least by our spouses 
and siblings.

This is probably due to the 
fact that most of us are obsessed 
by the desire to “save” ruined, 
neglected and corroded cars, that 
were left for dead left to die as it 
were.  

We interact with like-minded 
fellow Mercedes-Benz Club 
members; We freely quote 
Mercedes-Benz ‘W’ numbers, 
model variations, shapes and 
sizes, and how we passionately 
refer to the Gullwing, Ponton and 
the Grosser – along with the Finny 
and the Pagoda etc. 

It is a unique Mercedes-Benz 
car language one that gets hooked 
on quite soon after becoming part 
of this extraordinary culture. 

It is truly heart-warming to 
see this intense Mercedes-Benz 
passion, all over the country and 
the world. 

Well, all I can tell you is that I 
certainly am ‘Star struck’ – Three-
pointed star struck that is, as are 
most of my friends and colleagues.  
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I grew up in an environment of many deprivations 
but I have never missed an opportunity to admire the 
beautiful things that life allows one to experience.  
Mercedes-Benz cars crossed my path on many 
occasions in my young life and I made a promise to 
myself, that one day I would drive one! 

I was introduced to the activities of the Mercedes-
Benz Club in 2013 when a friend invited me to “Cars in 
the Park” at Zwartkops. 

It was a day to remember - beautiful cars and 
their proud owners displaying them to the public. 
The day included an invite to the Mercedes-Benz/
AMG Advanced Driving venue at Swartkops, where we 
enjoyed a wonderful lunch and great hospitality in the 
company of the MBC SA members. 

My name is 
Cathy Mothlabane…
I am Star struck!

I decided there and then that I wanted to be a part 
of this prestigious club and before the end of 2013 I 
had applied and become Member M6040.

I can certainly say that becoming a member was a 
great decision. I have met warm and exciting people 
who make you feel at home every time you attend an 
event. There is nothing as exciting as being in a convoy 
of  beautiful, new and classic ‘Three Pointed Stars’, 
heading for some new destination to enjoy a day with 
friends.

I have always been fascinated by the Mercedes-
Benz slogan, ‘The Best or Nothing’. When my husband 
died 43 years ago, he owned an old and somewhat 
decrepit Mercedes-Benz and I disposed of it because I 
could not afford it. Today I regret the decision because 
by now it would have been a ‘classic’ that I would love 
to call my own. 

My dream is to own a little old Ponton and drive it 
around my little ‘plattelandse dorpie’ of Lichtenburg. I 
am a proud owner of a 2012 E 200 Mercedes Benz and 
with the “three pointed star” above the bonnet, like the 
Biblical Star, showing me direction, is also a constant 
reminder, that I am driving ‘Nothing but the Best’.

I have introduced my girlfriends to the Club and its 
prestigious events in the last two years and they were 
equally excited. Hopefully some of them will join the 
club in the near future. The AGM events stand out and 
I am proud to be a member of this Club of Cars that 
everyone would like to own.

Whilst I retired from the education field nine 
years ago - I never ‘hung up my gloves’.  I work part-
time for Umalusi, (The Quality Assurance Council for 
Examinations in SA) and involve myself in a variety of 
community development activities. 

I also serve on the Advisory Board of the local 
Trauma Centre and I visit the centre three to four times 
a week to assist with administrative matters such as 
proposals for funding and financial management.  

I am a mother to 3 “girls” (the youngest is 45 years 
old), grandmother to three boys and a great-grandma 
to a 16 month old boy. I lost my husband when I was 
only 27 years old and for some reason I never married 
again. My family keep me very happy and fulfilled!

My youngest daughter and her son have been living 
in England for the last 16 years, which gives me a good 
reason, or at least an excuse, to visit abroad once in a 
while. 

I also operate a small Bed and Breakfast and I enjoy 
meeting scores of beautiful and enjoyable people who 
visit my establishment. 

I look forward to meeting you all – sooner than later!

Editors Note: I am trying a new idea...
If you feel you are ‘Star struck’ and want to tell your 

story of who you are and why you joined - I want to 
publish it in Benz Lens. Open to members new and old.

Please give me feedback as well - new ideas are 
welcome. Pat 
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Southern Cape

For those of us in the vicinity 
of Knysna, who could not make 
the great trek North for the 
National AGM, there was at least 
the consolation of being able to 
attend what is now arguably the 
best organised motor show in 
South Africa.

After a week of dismal weather, 
Sunday 1st May was a beautiful 
autumn day.

Our convoy set off from our 
usual departure point, just outside 
George. Many other oldies and 
classics met up and joined our 
journey through the stunning 
Southern Cape scenery along the 
way.

On our arrival, we were met 
by our man on the spot, Bernd 
Rohloff, and parking was quickly 
sorted out. It was then time for 
a quick coffee and rusks, before 
a leisurely stroll to view the cars 
on display and meet up with old 
friends.

We even managed to meet a 
few friends from other regions, i.e 
from the Western Cape, Okkie and 
Barbara Potgieter, Ryno Wilson 
and J P van der Poel - from Natal, 
Des Armstrong and family, and 
Lawrence Kropf from the Eastern 
Cape.

Lawrence and his Pagoda 
delighted us no end by winning 

the Concours d’ Elegance!
On show were close to 400 

oldies and classic cars and 
motorcycles, complimented by 
the latest super cars on offer. 

As is now also tradition, we took 
a break from the show and strolled 
across the road to the Cruise Café 
for lunch, some cool refreshment 
and the stunning view across the 
water to the Heads! 

This is certainly an outing on our 
local calendar that has something 
for everyone and where time truly 
flies, whilst you have a good time!

We look forward to seeing you 
at next year’s show – Knysna is 
very Knys… 

KNYSNA MOTOR SHOW 2016 By: Johan Sloet
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It was early on a crisp Saturday 
morning - a galaxy of three pointed 
stars gathered information and 
set course for Knysna. 

The purpose of our journey 
was simple – to view a selection 
of exquisite cars, carefully 
assembled over many years by 
Brian Bruce. It is, very possibly, 
the most expansive collection of 
British motor vehicles in South 
Africa and is officially known as 
the Parnell Bruce Collection. 

Our first stop was at Sedgefield 
Classic Cars and an opportunity 
to whet the appetite with a brief 
viewing of an array of classic 
American models, many of them 
dating back to a time where fuel 
efficiency was just a dream and 
bigger was most certainly better!

Buick, Cadillac and other 
legendary names, brought 
back memories of the warm 

‘Havanaesque’ era from whence 
they hailed. 

On our arrival at the home 
of the Parnell Bruce Collection, 
the ever efficient Bernd and his 
crew were on hand with welcome 
refreshments which were 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

One would be hard pressed to 
describe and enumerate all the 
cars that comprise this collection, 
that have been painstakingly 
restored over years to their former 
glory. 

Bentley, Rolls Royce and Jaguar 
are among the many marque’s 
that have been blessed with the 
restoring hand of a great collector 
and custodian of automobile 
history. 

Needless to say we were all in 
awe of what Brian and his team 
have put together through years 
of dedication! 

Just as one thought that it 
could not get any better, we were 
ushered to new “hangar” to view a 
breath taking model car collection 
– an awesome scale model car 
collection and a very interesting 
display of old petrol pumps. 
Eye candy of the highest order - 
guaranteed to entertain.

This was however, not the end 
of our journey…or the last stop for 
the day. Mitchell’s Brewery opened 
its doors especially for our visit, 
treating us to their fine beer and 
spectacular vistas of the Knysna 
lagoon and estuary. A great day 
thoroughly enjoyed by all!

An opportunity to pay respect 
to the many British Motor 
Manufacturer’s that added great 
value to the creation of an industry 
that moves the world.

A Great British Motoring Show-Case – 
The Parnell Bruce Collection By: Aldo Van Zyl:
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Western Cape

It was once again the turn of 
the Keppler’s to arrange a Western 
Cape outing. We decided on a 
journey to the ‘Deep South’, in 
search of a Black Marlin for lunch.

The theme was R107 and we 
arranged a meeting point, for 
those leaving from the Northern 
suburbs, at the Clubhouse in 
Parow, led by Kurt Stassen in his 
R129 SL600, and a 2nd meeting 
point for the southern suburbs 
and Strand members, at bottom 
of Ou Kaapse Weg.

As things happen we had 
two mishaps before the day got 
started! 

Dave Shakeshaft’s 190SL 
presented him with an untimely 
water leak and had to be escorted 
to a safe haven after which David 
secured himself a lift for the rest 
of the journey - and my Pagoda, 
which ran out of gears, as I put 
fuel in at the local garage. (Yes you 
guessed it, the nylon bushes at the 
gear lever had crumbled.) Luckily 
I managed to find a gear and get 
her home safely, before the run 
started.

The turnout was really pleasing 

with a good number of R107’s, a 
Pagoda, some R129’s and a R230 
or two as well as a few newer 
Mercedes-Benz models and a 
w116. With about 40 drivers and 
passengers, the run was destined 
be a great success and a good day 
to be had by all.

This year we made sure we 
would not lose any sheep along 
the way, by having a Lead car 
which I drove and my wife Lydia, 
following in a car at the rear of the 
flock. This with a thorough pre-
brief and explanation of the route 
and photo stopping point, meant 
that all went like clockwork.

Our departure and journey 
was certainly a sight to see as 
we traversed the coastal route 
through Kommetjie, past the 
Slangkop Light House, Misty Cliffs 
and on to Cape Point for a photo 
opportunity.

Our convoy provided lots 
of entertainment for the other 
motorists and public on route and 
we received lots of favourable 
hoots and waves as cars drove by. 
What a sight it was, all the R107’s 
and lovely Classic and newer 

A Black Marlin for Lunch By: Wayne Keppler

It was once again the turn of the Keppler’s to arrange a Western Cape outing. 
We decided on a journey to the ‘Deep South’, in search of a Black Marlin for 
lunch.

Mercedes-Benz models together 
and they presented a beautiful 
photo opportunity. Weather also 
turned out to be great as the slight 
mist lifted and presented a good 
clear day. 

The Black Marlin Restaurant, 
with its umbrella’s and wonderful 
Lapa’s provided a stunning view 
of the sea and coastline – in fact, 
a perfect day, fine weather and 
superb food. All we had to do 
was provide great cars and great 
company …Easy!
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‘No matter there’s Rain or Sun in the sky…
As long as there’s Boerie – It’s a Braai!

CLUB ARCHIVE: Dirk van der Westhuizen

The National Committee have decided to create an 
archive of Club Memorabilia. I have offered my services 
and will act in the position of Curator.  I will search, 
collect, document and store all related items as far as 
MBCSA regalia, paraphernalia, etc.  If you have any item 
that can be archived and stored, please contact me on 
pointedstar@gmail.com or 083 2848 557.  

1. Scope:
 a.  Benz Lens
 b.  Minutes
 c.  Speeches of AGM and Gala Dinner
 d.  Club Grill badges
 e.  Trip Grill badges
 f.  Regalia.  Old and new.
 g.  Posters
 h. Licence discs / Stickers
 i.  Flags
 j.  Directional indicators
 k.  Menu / Program / Table decorations

If you do not want to donate items to the Club on an ‘in 
perpetuity basis,’ we would be happy to accept items on a 
loan basis –  backed by written agreement.

CLUB ARCHIVE: 
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E v e r y 
day starts early for 

‘Klerksdorpians’ - (a fancy name 
for people who keep spanners in 
amongst their kitchen cutlery) – 
and this day was no exception - 
the journey to the 2016 AGM and 
National Gathering was about to 
begin.  

The tyres were properly 
pumped at two-point-two bar, 
there was Valve-Ease in the tank 
and a tow rope in the trunk. It was 
not that I was afraid of a break 
down, I simply didn’t know what 
Glenburn Lodge held in store for 
us. For example, if their borehole 
pump failed, causing a tractor to 
get stuck in the dam, a tow rope 
might prove to be very handy at 

the ‘Tou Trek’ event.
Anyway, with the tyres 

chewing the tarmac, the double 
Zenith Carbs gulping gas and the 
thermometer speedometer of my 
’66 Benz, hovering happily around 
sixty miles per hour - there was 
very little left to do but turn on 
the radio and enjoy a little music. 

My desire for music led me 
to the realisation that there 
are certain aspirations that 
one should recognise as 
unattainable! One of these was 
my attempt to tune a forty year 
old Blaupunkt Radio to a music 
station whilst driving through 
‘Potch’. It was an exercise 
in futility – the only benefit 
of which, was that I missed 
seeing most of the town 
entirely…

With the assistance of 
some fine Biltong I finally 
arrived at the venue. The 
welcoming party were 
awaiting the arrival of the 
attendee’s with just about 
everything and anything 
that one’s heart could 
desire - they had name 
tags, gift boxes, indemnity 

cards, lunch and I am sure if 
I had asked  for cognac coloured 
sheepskin seat covers they would 
have provided them!  THEY HAD 
EVERYTHING!  

The breathtakingly efficient 
Anna Lee Dos S a n t o s 
and her won-
derful team did 
a great job of 
welcoming all 
and getting the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n 
process swift-
ly done and 
dusted. The 
a t t e n d e e s 
were then 
directed to 
the elegant 

Annalie Kachelhoffer who skilfully 
persuaded them to extend their 
collection of club regalia.  

The formalities completed, 
it was time to meet up with old 
friends and new, in the tented area 
on the lawn where platters of nice 
stuff to eat, ranging from pastries, 
pizza and peanuts, to sandwiches 
and saffron seared salmon, which 
were washed down with whatever 
caught your fancy drinks-wise. 

Thereafter it was unpacking 
and forty winks, before getting 
ready for Dinner and a Night at 
the Races! It felt like a Durban 
July - there were even people 
from Natal and it was warm just 
like Durban - the ladies wore 
hats, the gents wore ties and as a 
surprise there was even a proper 
commentator, in a suit, that made 
it official!  

A wonderful night with great 
food and fun was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all, and a generous 
amount of cash was raised for 
CHOC - the Childhood Cancer 
Foundation. 

We arrived at the Zwartkops 
Raceway early the following 
morning and officially reset the 
time to ‘fun o’clock’. The AMG 
Driving Academy Instructor Team 
was on stand-by, ready for us and 
the wheels were about to roll.  We 
were split into two teams and the 
team I was in, began the day with 
the Skid Pan Driving Experience. 

Buckled up in red and pearl 
white A45’s, on a fully 

2016 National Gathering and Annual General Meeting
Stephen Kaalsen

Northern Region
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irrigated skid pan, one could feel 
your heart thumping in your chest 
as the AMG Instructor calmly 
explained the process that was 
about to follow in high speed 
sequence.  Slipping and sliding, 
cutting corners and smiling is what 
we did! They speak of a ‘need for 
speed’ and whilst they are so right 
– they forgot to add the other 
saying – ‘A greed for speed’…

It took some serious persuasion 
to get some of the members to let 
go of the steering wheel, at the 
end of their turn on the pan, such 
was the fun they had.

From wide eyed speed on 
the pan we moved on to the 
blindfold gymkhana. Koos and 
his team had set out a series 
of cones in the form of a route 
that the blind folded drivers 
were required to traverse by 
following the verbal instruction 
of their navigator.   It was 
exciting and most certainly a 
bundle of laughs, for those 
watching the antics of the ‘blind 
drivers’. One lesson that you 
have learn, as a blind driver, is 
that the navigator is always right. 
If he says - you have bumped a 
cone and you felt it yourself, you 
probably have bumped a cone - 
and don’t argue – it’s better than 
a tree.

From the Gymkhana we 
moved onto the Zwartkops 
Raceway proper, where we were 
able to take our classic cars for 
a lap or two around the track. I 
think if our old ‘Classic’s’ could 
speak, they would have described 
their great pleasure most volubly.

It was then time for the event 
that had held our attention and 
adrenalin under tight reign all 
morning. Each of us were allowed 
to do one lap of the raceway, in 
our choice of the AMG vehicles on 
a no limits basis!  The members 
really queued for the SLS’s and 
soon all of them were purring 
like wildcats around the track.  
The next big thing, was when the 
AMG instructors took us, in the co-
driver seat, around the race track 
on a ‘hot lap’!  

One has no idea of what speed 
really feels like until you have 

e x p e r i e n c e d 
a ‘hot lap’ in a 
very fast motor 
car, under 
the expert 
control of a 
Profess ional 
Race Driver. 
Leaving the 
Z w a r t k o p s 
Raceway with 
s o m e w h a t 
of a tremble 
still evident, 
we set off to 
the Bidvest 
M c C a r t h y 

M e r c e d e s - B e n z 
Centurion Dealership, where the 
inimitable Hein Lorentz, had a fine 
dining team and a very snappy jazz 
band, awaiting our arrival. Hein 
and his expert team, presented us 
with the most wonderful dinner… 
followed by a stunning pre-desert 
appetizer, the public unveiling of 
the new C Class Coupe! 

This man understands 
precision, he couples it with style 
and adds flawless delivery!

The next morning, as was 
with all the other mornings, the 
Glenburn Staff welcomed us with 
a lovely buffet breakfast.  From 
flapjacks to fritters, omelettes and 

oats with everything 
in between, it was definitely one 
of the highlights of the stay. We 
then set off to Hartbeespoort 
Dam in true Stuttgart Convoy 
style, armed with a quiz to 
complete along the way which 
proved to be tremendous fun.  

We were off to ride the 
Hartbeespoort Aerial Cable 
Car, and enjoy a hearty lunch 
on top of the world. The views 
from the top offer a variety 
of different perspectives of 
the surrounding countryside 
and the soaring vulture’s 
and eagles are a joy that not 
many in our beautiful country 
have had the privilege to 
experience.  

When we arrived back 
at the lodge, is was time for 
the Annual General Meeting.  
Waving a sad goodbye to 
Dirk van der Westhuizen as 

retiring President, we welcomed 
Waldo Scribante as the new Club 
President.  We are very fortunate 
as a Club to have a surfeit of good 
people who have served and will 
continue to serve the members 
with unstinting dedication and 
commitment! 

The Gala Dinner that followed 
the AGM was tremendous.  We had 
prize giving ceremony, all thanks 
to Mercedes-Benz South Africa.  
We were graced with the presence 
of Estee Campher - the Marketing 
Executive of MBSA - who gave us 
an entertaining insight into the 
new look envisaged for future 
Mercedes-Benz models.  An iconic 
sight to see at the gala dinner, 
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was the new SLS 
GT - parked 
next to Clive 
Winterstein’s 
legendary 300 
SL roadster.

And that is 
what this AGM 
was, legendary.  
It will stand as a 
benchmark for 
the arranging 
committees of 
AGM’s in the 
coming years, 
as well as an 
example of how 
important genuine 
hospitality is to the success of 
these occasions.  It was a thorough 
reminder of why, exactly why, I am 
so excited to be a club member of 
a prestigious club such as ours!

Driving back to Klerksdorp, 
I looked at the thermometer 
speedometer of my ’66 Benz and 
remembered the tow rope in my 
car’s trunk. It reminded me of the 
precious friendships we have as 

50 X 100mm

fellow club members 
within this prestigious 
club.

They are woven 
together like that tow 
rope… and are simply, 
unbreakable!
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KwaZulu-Natal Region

KZN Club member Warren 
Geyser has, in his growing 
collection, 2 x Fintail W111’s. 

Along with a few other 
members I volunteered to drive 
a selection of his cars to Cars in 
the Park. How was it, that the one 
I was nominated to drive, was the 
one with a leaking brake booster 
and no seat belts? 

With faulty brakes, perhaps 
the one item which would render 
a measure of comfort under the 
circumstances would be seatbelts. 
Still, 50 years ago, I not only took 
my driving test without seatbelts 
but I wrote off my Dad’s Mini a few 
months later without bothering 
with seatbelts   and survived - as did 
my sister and 3 mates! Who needs 
seatbelts? Anyway, I concentrated 
on the job in hand and we got to 
Ashburton in great shape with me 
finding more confidence in the car 
the further we drove.

KZN REGION - CARS IN THE PARK 2016 By: Richard Tudor-Owen

R i c h a r d 
Edwards and Ashwin Singh 

led the way getting the Mercedes-
Benz Club stand ship-shape. They 
weren’t still for a minute, rushing 
around erecting things that 
needed erecting and tying things 
that needed tying. Dave Roux 
sorted electrics, installed the TV 

a n d 
DVD player and the 

next day took charge directing 
placement of the many cars for 
display.

With the weather for Sunday 
forecast to be good, all we needed 
was a good crowd and no traffic 
problems for this 2016 event to be 
bigger and better than the last. We 
were blessed with two of the three. 



KwaZulu-Natal
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Warm autumn sunshine kept the 
huge crowd of enthusiasts and 
visitors comfortable the whole 
day!

Unfortunately, if you chose to 
leave the show between midday 
and 2pm you were stuck in a 
jam and the normal 15 minute 
journey back to Pietermaritzburg 
stretched to over an hour. 

Large events everywhere are 
seldom, if ever, without crowding 
and traffic congestion and the 
Ashburton venue is certainly a 
great improvement on the original 
site in Alexandra Park. 

It was our privilege to host 
National Executive Committee 
members; President Waldo 
Scribante, Vice President Frik Roux, 
Secretary Annalie Kachelhoffer, 
Treasurer Johan Kemp and 
Membership Secretary Pieter 
Moolman as well as Regional 
Chairmen:- Leon Wannenburg 
(Northern Region), Kurt Stassen 
(Western Cape) and  Erald Hohls 
(Eastern Cape)

Of course, on the day, it is the 
cars that make the display and 
our appreciation must go to all 
the members who brought their 
vehicles to Cars in the Park. While 
for 2016 the ‘gems’ on the stand 
were arguably, the two 190SL’s 
belonging to Vinesh Ramdass - 
one cream and one black, each 
of the other cars merited our 
admiration. 

This year the following 
deservedly received awards: 

• Presidents Choice: Vinesh 
Ramdass - 250SE coupe

• Chairman’s Choice: Vinesh 
Ramdass - 190 SL (black)

• Ladies Choice: Vinesh 
Ramdass - 190 SL (cream)

• Best Ponton: Warren Geyser 
-190

• Best Fintail: Pat Smythe - 
 220 S 
• Oldest car: Chris Carlisle Kitz - 

Ponton 219
• Best 2 door: Dave Roux - 
 230 SLK 

Congratulations to our new 
Chairman, Avish Maharaj, who did 
a commendable job rallying his 
team of helpers, not only during 
the show, but also before the event 
going to great lengths to make this 
year’s exhibit bigger and better. 
Smartly prepared tables and 
chairs gave the stand a suitably 

upmarket 5 star appearance for 
the big day. Once again Avish’s 
mom and family were inveigled 
into providing a wonderful 
lunch as well as tea, coffee and 
refreshments and gorgeous cakes 
throughout the day. 

Follow 
us on

Find us on:

facebook
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Central Region
Classics to Clarens Weekend 19-21 March 2016 By Chris Kühn

A journey through the most beautiful part of the Central region, in old cars and 
in the company of great friends, provided all the makings of a most enjoyable 
and memorable weekend!

“Would you trade 
in your MERC?!”
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Seven cars departed for Clarens on Saturday the 
19th, on a route that took us through the scenic 
splendor of the Eastern Free State, to our first stop at 
Sandstone Estate near Ficksburg. 

Here we were treated to a 
guided tour of an iconic, working 
farm that is home to a vast 
collection of railway engines and 
rolling stock, military equipment 
and armoured vehicles - as well as 
historic farming equipment. 

Sandstone Estate really is ‘a 
must see’- if you are travelling 
through the region the picnic 
lunch that they provided after the 
tour, was splendid and recharged 
our batteries for the remaining 
part of our journey. Not even 
the potholed roads could spoil 
what must be one of the greatest 
drives available in South Africa. 
(Fouriesburg to Clarens really is - 
driving heaven!)

The Maluti Mountain Lodge 
with its stunning views of the 
Maluti Mountains and the Clarens Golf estate, was 
our base for the weekend. Paul and Thea van Wyk, in 
their very elegant, low mileage, w123 300D made the 
journey from Frankfort to join us for the weekend as 

well as adding great cheer to our table at the Roter 
Hahn German restaurant, who hosted us for dinner 
and beer and beer and beer late into the night!

Sunday morning saw an early 
start for some of us to brave the 
Ash River on a 3 hour rafting trip! 
What a super experience to raft on 
the icy water from the Katse Dam - 
water that will eventually arrive at 
its destination in Gauteng.

 Unfortunately this experience 
will soon come to an end, due to 
the   construction of Hydro-Electric 
project on the same stretch of 
river.

Progress has always come 
standard – with a reverse gear… 
sadly. 

 A relaxing afternoon 
rounded off with a 5 Star meal at 
Clementine’s Restaurant and all 
too soon it was Monday morning 
and we had to go our separate 
ways.

Thank you very much to 
Theo Potgieter for arranging the whole weekend. A 
weekend that will truly be remembered for a very 
long time!

A journey through 
the most beautiful 
part of the Central 

region, in old 
cars and in the 

company of great 
friends, provided 
all the makings of 
a most enjoyable 
and memorable 

weekend!
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Hero Award

Honorary Life  
Membership 

Special Membership



REG     LIA
Members to confirm prices:
Jaco Kachelhoffer – Regalia Officer
C: 082 771 1731  F: 086 671 9688
E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Still worth every penny!
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Waldo Scribante (President) 
C: 082 802 3280

E: president@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Frik Roux (Vice President)
C: 083 229 7601 

E: vicepresident@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Kemp (Treasurer) 
C: 083 457 1092 

E: treasurer@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Leon Wannenburg (Chairman: Northern Region) 
C: 082 782 5282 

E: northern@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Erald Hohls (Chairman: Eastern Cape) 
C: 082 443 8379

E: ecape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Chris Kühn (Chairman: Central Region)  
C: 082 779 0451

E: central@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Pat Smythe (Editor) 
C: 082 781 4410 

E: editor@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Pat Smythe (Club Approved Insurance Broker)
 T: 031 701 0226  C: 082 781 4410 

E: pat@smythebros.com

Contacts
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PLEASE NOTE: The placement of ads is a service rendered to our members. Neither the editor nor the committee accepts any liability pertaining to condition or 
ownership of goods advertised. It remains the responsibility of the reader to investigate these issues before closing any transaction.

DISCLAIMER: The Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa, although an authorized user of the Mercedes-Benz Trademarks, is an independent organisation and the 
views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those Mercedes-Benz SA, Daimler AG or the Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH.* Opinions expressed are 

those of the individual contributors and should not be interpreted as official club policy. While great care has been exercised in the compilation of the material 
published, members are advised to personally verify information, statements and claims before committing themselves to acts on transactions.

* Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH is a Daimler Company.

P.O. Box 999, George, 6530
www.mercedesbenzclub.co.za

The only officially recognized Mercedes-Benz Club in Africa 
Member of the SA Motor Club Association 

Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa

Annalie Kachelhoffer (National Secretary)
C: 084 205 5411 
E: secretary@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Pieter Moolman (Membership Secretary) 
C: 083 780 4727 | F: 043 704 4406 
E: membership@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Note: The membership secretary is only available on 
Wednesday mornings from 09h00-12h00 

Kurt Stassen (Chairman: Western Cape) 
C: 082 415 8815 
E: wcape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Sloet (Chairman: Southern Cape) 
C: 083 640 7455
E: scape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Avish Maharaj (Chairman: KZN) 
C: 071 672 8156
E: kzn@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Jaco Kachelhoffer (Regalia Officer)
C: 082 771 1731  F:  086 671 9688
E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Dirk Lombard (Webmaster) 
C: 079 314 2109
E: webmaster@mercedesbenzclub.co.za
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0Honorary Life Members 
Sir Stirling Moss | Steve Rademeyer | Ettienne Geel | Philip Kannemeyer | Graham van Heerden | Dirk van der Westhuizen

Hero / Special Members 
Kobus Harris | Hein Lorentz | Okkie Potgieter | Brian Slingers | Anna-Lee dos Santos | Chris Carlisle-Kitz


