
My attempts to get a Schengen 
Visa to attend the 17th Annual 
International President’s Meeting 
in Stuttgart, proved to be a 
very stressful undertaking and 
I was hugely relieved to receive 
my passport back, with all the 

requisite approvals, the day 
before I was scheduled to travel to 
Stuttgart!

Despite all of the above it 
was a wonderful experience to 
meet and share the ethos of 
the Three Pointed Star with the 
Presidents of 61 Mercedes-Benz 
Club’s from around the world - 
the camaraderie and enthusiasm 
provided a common platform that 

transgressed all and any language 
problems. 

We were welcomed by Georg 
Wohlfarht, MB Classic Club 
Management and Marcel Schuh, 
MB Classic Club Management 
Overseas and their team.

We were then bussed to the 
headquarters at Mercedes-Benz 
Untertürkheim - where we were 
informed of the workings and 
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future events of the MB Museum, 
MB Classic Centre and MB Classic 
Clubs. This was followed by a 
delicious traditional German 
Brauhaus dinner where beer 
flowed and new friendships 
flourished. 

Early the next morning we 
travelled to Leipheim, an old 
airfield, where MB hosts an 
advance driving course. 

Here we were split up into 5 
groups, with 5 instructors and 
6 cars in each group - The cars 
ranged from C400 sedans and 
C350d Estates to C63s Coupés. 
(Most interesting were the CLA 
Shooting Brakes with 4Matic 
drive!)

What fun we had - You simply 
cannot go wrong by putting a few 
guys in Mercs and telling them 
to drive!! It was FANTASTIC – 
complete with instructions on how 
to improve your driving skills and 
especially how to limit understeer 
when cornering… (I can’t wait for 
the next club Gymkhana!)

We also experienced the latest 
safety features of the E-Class 
as well as MB’s latest e-Mobile 

Package - parking your car with 
your iPhone….. 

Our final event was a visit to 
the MB Museum where we joined 
the celebration of their 10th 
Anniversary. It was a particularly 
auspicious occasion as we were 
the first group to view their new 
scientific exhibition “EY ALTER” 
(Age? – As old as you feel) – which 
allows one to calculate your mental 
age through various exercises.  

A farewell lunch followed at 
the museum, accompanied by a 
sadness that a truly wonderful 
experience had ended so quickly. 
My sincere thanks to the Mercedes-
Benz Club Management Team – 
their hospitality gave new meaning 
to the word – unforgettable! 

On the local front, I would 
like to congratulate everybody 
that participated in the Annual 
National Concours Event – it was a 
spectacular success!

My particular congratulations 
to Pieter Booysen, winner of the 
d’Etat Modern with his 2000 R230 
SL500, Dries de Jager with his 1952 
300b Adenauer, winning the dÉtat 
Old Timers and Carika Aucamp, 

with her W123 200, winning the 
dÉtat Young Timers Category 
and the overall Prix d’Honneurs 
Trophy. 

Thank you to Sven 
Krassnokutski, Koos du Toit, André 
Esterhuizen and the Northern 
Region team as well as Etienne 
Geel and his dedicated team of 
judges! 

Hein Lorenz again showed us 
exactly how to host an event of 
this nature – your sense of style 
and fabulous generosity Hein, 
are without equal and much 
appreciated!!

2016 has brought us a string of 
successful events hosted by the 
regions. Thank you to the Regional 
Chairmen for all their hard work 
and dedication, to all the National 
Committee members, thank you 
for your support. Jaco and Annalie 
Kachelhoffer did a magnificent 
job with the regalia. And to Pat 
Smythe, without whom this great 
publication would not see the light 
of day – Thank you!

I am meeting with the Head of 
Marketing of MBSA in November 
2016, to discuss our General 
Sponsorship Agreement and 
related issues. I am glad to report 
to them that our Social Media 
presence is increasing and I would 
again invite members to ‘like’ our 
Facebook page – Mercedes-Benz 
Club of South Africa and to follow 
us on Twitter – #mbcsa1. 

We are slowly increasing our 
‘Like’ and followers!

I think we can reflect on a very 
successful 2016 and I wish every 
member of this club and his/her 
family a very enjoyable Festive 
Season and prosperous 2017. 
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Pat Smythe 

- The Editor

Here is a question: What do 
you – the club member - want to 
see in your magazine, Benz Lens?
The thought came to me as I 
completed the International Club 
Members Survey sent out recently 
by Mercedes-Benz Classic Club 
Management.

(At this stage you should have 
received an email from your 
Regional Secretary asking you 
to take part in the survey. Don’t 
delay on this please! If you did not 
receive the mail – Go To

 https://hagstotz-research.de/
uc/mbclubsurvey

This is a worldwide members’ 
survey. The information that 
Mercedes-Benz will glean from 

Editorial
the responses you provide is of 
benefit to us all – you don’t even 
need a pen, of ‘n potlood!

I then got to thinking about 
Benz Lens and wondered if we 
needed to extend the conversation 
to invite input on the content of 
our Club Magazine.

I have been very impressed 
by the ‘a new section’ on the 
Forum and the following that 
has gathered momentum 
around it. Here I refer to the 
Mercedes-Benz Valuation section 
and its enthusiastic and highly 
competent team of Valuators and 
the very sound input, advice and 
experience that they bring to this 
very helpful addition to the Forum.

There are, I am sure, a wealth 
of ideas that we could harness 
to improve the content and 
readability of our magazine. 

One of the interesting 
statements that came out of 
the survey, revolved around the 

inclusion of younger people in 
our events. There is a massive 
shortage of motor mechanics 
being indentured as apprentices. 
Those that get selected invariably 
go straight into the ‘modern 
high tech – electronic arena of 
motoring’. Could we – Should we 
not, be trying to harness their 
interest by showing and teaching 
them about the workings of the 
combustion engine and the need 
to preserve it?  Your thoughts 
please!

It will be Christmas, New Year 
and the end of January before we 
know it. April = Easter and a walk 
on the Wild Side at the AGM. 

Keep it tidy – Pat da Editor

The artist – ‘Famous Kitz’ – presents 
his best work on a small canvas! 

The addition of adverts compliments 
his intriguing style..
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GEBOORTE VAN SUIDKAAP-STREEK
Deur Kobus Harris

SUID-KAAP STREEK

In 1986 het ek Steve 
Rademeyer, toe die President 
van die MBKSA, ontmoet tydens 
my deelname aan die TOTAL FIVA 
(Federation Internationale Vehicules 
Anciens) TYDREN. 

Op daardie stadium was ek 
lid van die Pretoria Old Motorcar 
Club (POMC)

Ek het ‘n probleem met my 
petrolpomp gekry en toe het 
iemand aanbeveel ek moet Steve 
kontak, wie toe sy motor se pomp 
afgehaal het sodat ek die tydren 
kon voltooi.

Ek het toe op Steve se voorstel 
aangesluit by die MBKSA…. was 
nog nie spyt nie.

1995 Al die aktiwiteite van die 
klub het in Gauteng plaasgevind 
en weens afstand was dit moeilik 
om gereeld klub aktiwiteite by 
te woon. Ek het toe met Steve 
en Ettienne geskakel en gevra of 
ek nie ‘n streek in die Suidkaap 
kan begin nie. Die antwoord was 
dadelik “hoekom nie!!” en net daar 
word die Suidkaap Streek gebore, 

die eerste streek in die klub.
My volgende taak was om 

al die mense wat ek ken wat ‘n 
Mercedes-Benz besit, te werf as 
lede van my streek……… was geen 
moeilike taak nie. Daar is ek ook 
sommer die eerste voorsitter van 
die Suidkaap, self aangestel.

26 Februarie 1995. Ons eerste 
uitstappie, ‘n “Bring en Braai” by De 
Bakke op Mosselbaai.  15 persone 
met families en 18 motors en ‘n 
Toyota bakkie het bygewoon. Ons 
was baie  teleurgesteld dat ons 

President Ettienne Geel nie die 
verrigtinge kon bywoon nie, maar 
toe het Noël Savage (destyds die 
“Onderdele köordineerder” van 
die klub) die klub verteenwoordig.

Dit was nog ‘n eerste, ‘n komitee 
lid besoek ‘n Streek. Daar is toe 
besluit dat ons ‘n snoekbraai moet 
hou, die res is geskiedenis.

Vandaar het ons net van krag 
tot krag gegaan. Vandag staan ons 
ledetal op 52.

Akker v.d. Merwe and Kobus Harris sharing a joke with Charles van Zyl and 
Johan Harris watching the Snoekbraai.

A wonderful collection of Pontons with the 1937 230 Cabrio
in the middle.

André Fourie, Johan Oldewage and Jack Boshoff 
showing their strength.

Mercedes-Benz Klub Suid-Kaap – 1ste Byeenkomsa 26/2/95



Kobus 
is dan ook vereer met 

ere-kleure (Meester Snoekbraaier) 
in die sport(s) van Snoekbraai 
deur ons president, Waldo.

Ook die opmerking gehoor 
dat na 21 jaar, het Kobus nou die 
braai onder die knie!

En vir 21 jaar vind die funksie 
plaas, gewoontlik die 1ste naweek 
in September en gewoontlik 
by die bekende De Bakke van 
Mosselbaai. Die jaar het die weer 
ook saamgespeel en het die 
sonnetjie lekker geskyn.

Van die 10 lede wat die eerste 
braai bygewoon het, was 8 vanjaar 
teenwoordig, by name Kobus 
Harris, Jack Boshoff, Wilfred 
Dicker, Jan Ellis, Johan Kriel (en sy 
seun Jan-David)) wat gereeld die 
pad vanaf Bonnievale aandurf om 
ons te ondersteun, André Fourie, 

Akker 
van der Merwe (met sy horinkie 

waaruit almal ‘n teugie neem) en 
Japie van Rooyen.

Sonder hulp van ons lede, kan 
die funksie ook nie geskied nie 
en bedank hiermee dan vir die 
volgende persone wie vanjaar 
gehelp het:

Leon en Marietjie Diedericks, 
wie reeds vir ongeveer 15 jaar 
sorg dat die patats smullekker 
is, Hansie en Christna Nel, wie 
ook al vir ‘n hele aantal jare die 
roosterkoeke voorberei, vanjaar 
se braaiers: Kobus Harris, Leon 
Diederiks, Mike Alexander, 
Jacqueline Boshoff en Pierre 
Fourie.

Die vrugteslaai is voorberei 
deur Marietjie Diedericks, Ilze 
Sloet en Daleen Deyzel (‘n gas 
vanaf Stellenbosch).

Elke jaar word daar ‘n klein 
winsie gemaak, aangevul deur 

donasies, 
en vanjaar kon ons namens 
die Suidkaap streek ‘n bedrag 
van R 2 000-00 aan Kenani 
Versorgingsoord vir Bejaardes in 
Mosselbaai oorhandig.

Ons ontvang ook gereeld 
gaste uit ander streke en vanjaar 
was geen uitsondering. Ryno 
Wilson het weer oë kom wys 
asook Stephan du Toit, wie nou al 
gereeld die funksie bywoon met 
sy vriendin Daleen Deyzel.

Hierdie spoggeleentheid sal 
DV volgende jaar op Sondag  
3 September plaasvind. Dagboek 
nou.
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Lente Snoekbraai: NOU!

Dit was vanjaar ‘n groot voorreg vir die Suid-Kaapstreek om die 21ste Lente Snoekbraai 
aan te bied.  Van ‘n klein begin as gevolg van Kobus Harris se inisiatief 21 jaar gelede, het 
hierdie jaarlikse funksie gegroei, in so ‘n mate dat daar vanjaar 102 volwasse gaste die 
funksie bygewoon het.
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Hierdie streek het onder die 
voorsitterskap en leiding  van 
Kobus Harris, Gawie Breytenbach  
en Waldo Scribante van krag 
tot krag gegaan - volwaar groot 
skoene om vol te staan.

Enkele hoogte punte sluit in die 
aanbied van die jaarlikse saamtrek 
en AJV in 2003, 2009 en natuurlik 
die klub se dertigste verjaarsdag 
in 2015.

Die wat in 2003 die byeenkoms 
bygewoon het sal onthou dat die 
weer nie saamgespeel het nie en 
dat dit baie nat was.

In 2009 was daar onder andere 
ons treinrit na Mosselbaai en wie sal 
die besoek aan die volstruisplaas 
vergeet waar sommige van die 
meer waagmoediges die wilde 
perd (volstruis) opgesaal het.

En van treinrit gepraat, daar 

word nou hard gewerk om die 
spoor tussen George en Knysna 
te herstel. Wie weet, met die 
volgende byeenkoms in die Suid-
Kaap ry ons dalk trein na Knysna.

Dan die groot verjaarsdag 
in 2015. Onvergeetlike rit na 
Knysna en een van die beste 
afsluitingsfunksies, veral die 
interessante lokaal!

Sluit daarby in die voorreg om 
al die vorige presidente tesame 
met die dienende president te 
onthaal.

Die ander hoogtepunt 
jaarliks is die George Ou Motor 
Tentoonstelling.

Bietjie geskiedenis. Die 
eerste tentoonstelling het op 23 
Februarie 1997 plaasgevind op 
die plaas van ‘n entoesias in die 
omgewing. Van ons plaaslike lede 

wat toe reeds betrokke was sluit 
in Kobus Harris (hy is ook oral) en 
Mike Alexander. Hierdie funksie 
het dan as gevolg van harde werk 
en toewyding gegroei tot (met 
permissie gesê) een van die beste 
uitstallings in die land. Die feit dat 
ons lede en ander entoesiaste van 
wyd en syd elke jaar na George 
reis spreek boekdele.

Daar word dan uitgesien om 
lede van ander streke te ontvang 
met die een en twingste skou op 
11 en 12 Februarie 2017. Daar 
moet ook nie vergeet word van die 
skaapbraai elke jaar met Waldo se 
nou reeds bekende roomys en 
sjokoladesous nie.

Ons Suid Kaapenaars is met 
rede trots op ons streek!

SUID-KAAP se 21ste Bestaansjaar
Johan Sloet
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The 12th annual Wizard on 
Wheels Show was held in East 
London on Saturday 1st October 
2016.

The EC region of the Mercedes 
Benz Club set up a hospitality tent 
for our members to enjoy the day, 
with refreshments and lunch.

This year marks 130 years 
since Carl Benz patented his three 
wheeler ‘Patentwagen’ in 1886, 
heralding the introduction of the 
world’s first true automobile. 

To celebrate this milestone, we 
approached MBSA for permission 
to have their ‘Patentwagen’ 
replica for the Show. Thankfully 
they agreed and it was proudly 
displayed in the tent on our stand. 
It is one of only 10 replicas made 
and is part of MBSA’s Heritage 
Collection at the plant here in East 
London. 

It has a single cylinder, internal 
combustion engine which is 
fuelled with Benzine. This first 
model produced 0.55kw at 
250rpm.

Our resident classic technician, 
Norman Hickel, dressed-up in a 
traditional blue Mercedes-Benz 
factory overall, and wearing a 
classic cap pinned with Mercedes-
Benz badges, was on hand to 
provide technical and historic 
details of the three wheeler.

We announced every start-up 
session of the car on the Show PA 
system and people streamed into 
our tent to experience this historic 
engineering invention first hand. 
The classic tuf-tuf-tuf-tuf sound 
caused quite a stir. 

Pieter Moolman had a 
wonderful display of his model 
cars and a selection of rare badges 
mounted on a Fintail grille. 

The EC Region of the club was 
very well represented with 33 
classic cars and Ronnies Motors 

also supported us with a selection 
of new cars. 

We appreciate the fantastic 
support from all our members, 
and a big thank you to the central 
region for the effort in coming 
down with 4 cars.

Annalie and Jaco Kachelhoffer 
were also there and did very well 
with the Regalia Sales.

To end the day on a high note, 
we were given the ‘Best stand on 
Show’ award.

Wizard on Wheels Show – Sat 1 Oct 2016
By Erald Hohls

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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The story begins in December 
2014. The setting is Cape Town 
and I am on my way to the 
Franschhoek Motor Museum. 

A beautiful 280SEA pulls up 
level alongside us - sitting in the 
passenger seat I quickly take a 
photo of this 108 with a paint 
colour that I had never before 
seen. 

As I took the picture, the owner 
of the Merc glanced at me and gave 
a friendly smile and a wave. It was 
one of those brief unforgettable 
encounters - the 280 pulled away 
with grace and into the blue and 
green horizon of mountain and 
sky…I wondered if I would ever 
see her again?

Nearly 2 years passed – I had, 
in the meantime, discovered that 
name of her colour was Havana 
Brown… 

 I decided for the 2015 
December holiday period to take 
a ride to St Francis Bay and spend 
about a month, taking in a double 
helping of sun, sea and samba.

One morning on my way to 
the beach in my 280S an elderly 
couple waved me down to pull 
over. 

We got chatting and they liked 
my car a lot. The mentioned to 
me that they were from PE and 
owned a brown 1969 Mercedes 
Benz 280SEA. 

I was very surprised at this 
news as I thought that I knew the 
whereabouts of every 108 in PE 
– they went on to say that they 

wanted to sell the car, to which 
I didn’t pay much attention. We 
parted ways without exchanging 
contact details. 

A few months later I attended 
a small classic car show at the 
Port Elizabeth Vintage Car Club 
( EPVCC), and to my surprise the  
same gentleman that I had met 
in St Francis Bay in December, 
was there, exhibiting his stunning 
Mark VI Bentley!

We talked about the Bentley 
and how lovely it was, and I 
brought up the question of his 
280SE. The gentleman told me 
it was currently in the Maritime 
Motors service department for 
a steering box overhaul and that 
I was welcome to go and view it 
with his permission. Yet again, I 
forgot to take his contact details!

With coincidence running short 
of patience – synchronicity took 
control and the following week a 
good friend and MBCSA member 
- Gary Dodds, contacted me with 
a specific request… to keep my 
eye open for a 108 in a dark paint 
colour. 

I mentioned to Gary that a 
Brown 280SEA was sitting in the 
local MB service department, 
which could still possibly be for 
sale. 

He immediately told me he 
would be interested in the car, if it 
was a great ‘specimen’. 

I made a point of making 
time to check out the car at the 
service department… It left me 

speechless! 
It was honestly the best 

example of a 108 that I had ever 
seen.

The paint colour and quality 
was stunning and was not the 
chocolate brown that was the 
normal108 specification – it 
was Havana Brown… a touch of 
Monte Christo No.2, mixed with 
Guatemalan Espresso and a hint 
of Caribbean Black Magic…

The interior was superb! The 
brown leather seats were as they 
were when they left the dealership 
in 1969. No cracks or creases, all 
thanks to the sheepskin covers 
that were fitted when the car 
originally left the showroom floor. 

The engine bay was super 
clean, and the mileage of the 
car did justice to its condition.... 
only 97 000 original miles! The 
carpeting was still 100% original 
and seemed somehow even better 
than new – it was like stepping into 
a time warp! 

I made sure that I left my 
contact details with the service 
advisor...

After sitting in the workshop for 
a month, the car finally returned 
home and I received a call from 
the owner. He said that I should 
pop by his place for a cup of tea 
and biscuits and check out the car 
in detail. 

I needed no second invitation 
and the following weekend I 
did just that and couldn’t stop 
complementing him on the 

The Story of Miss Havana Brown
By Nikki Georgiou
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immaculate condition of the car. 
I asked him to tell me the history 

of the car, and it turned out it’s 
been in the family since 1969. His 
wife’s aunt bought the car from 
the Humansdorp MB Dealership 
in 1969 with a lot of additional 
extras such as leather seats, radio, 
automatic transmission and air 
conditioning. 

She then used the car until 
the mid1980’s, whereupon she 
sadly passed away. The car then 
sat in the garage for 30 odd years 
and despite all odds remained 
remarkably well preserved! 

In 2008 the brother of the 
German Gentleman brought the 
car back to life and owned it until 
2014, whereupon it exchanged 
hands once again, back to his 
brother. 

After we had our tea and 
biscuits, he handed me the keys 
and told me to go for a drive to 
feel how good the car really is. I 
gladly accepted his offer and took 
a drive along the beach front. 

It was a totally Wow experience! 
I was simply blown away by how 
smoothly this car drove! I’ve 
driven many 108s with automatic 
transmissions and this was by far 
the smoothest I had ever driven. 
The steering and suspension were 
really soft and beautifully direct 
and without the normal groans 
and moans that come with age 
– the cherry on top was that she 
pulled like a train!

On my return, I asked the 

owner if he would 
consider selling the 
vehicle to a friend 
of mine who takes 
great pride in the 
classics he owns 
and would give 
it a very good 
home. He replied 
that he had experienced a change 
of heart about selling and would 
rather keep her for the time being. 
He did promise, however, that 
should he ever change his mind, 
I’d be the first to know. Patience 
was going to play the key role 
here. 

A few months passed, silence 
prevailed and then suddenly… 
a phone call. Havana Brown the 
280SEA was for sale, subject to 
two conditions - that she went to a 
very good home and a very caring 
owner. 

Breaking the news to Gary 
was a magic moment – up until 
that point he had only seen 
photos! With excitement bubbling 
he flew down to PE to ‘feel the 
merchandise’ and see if he could 
strike a deal. 

 As Gary has always told me, 
‘Originality is his passion’ and this 
280SEA ticked all of the boxes. 
The deal was sealed but delivery 
delayed! 

The owner was just about 
to go on holiday overseas for 2 
months and could only attend 
to the paper work on his return. 
This was further compounded by 

the fact that a new 
Porsche was due to arrive and 
there was no space to store the 
280. This is where I got lucky. I 
was able to store the car until he 
returned – he and Gary agreed 
and I was granted the privilege of 
looking after a truly great 108 for 
2 months!   

The first thing I did when the 
car arrived at my place was give 
her a wash and a clean, both 
inside and out. Stepping back, 
after the wash, to admire her 
beautiful lines, something rang a 
bell that brought back memories. 

I remembered that 280SEA 
I spotted 2 years previously, in 
Cape Town, that I had taken a 
picture of. This car looked exactly 
like that one. 

I quickly went and found the 
picture that I had taken and 
examined it carefully. I noticed 
the Deutschland sticker on the 
back of each car and that aroused 
my suspicion that it was the same 
car - I immediately forwarded the 
picture to the previous owner and 
he confirmed the story!

After 2 years we crossed paths 
again… this time she would linger 
and let me get to know her for a 
fleeting period!

Here is the question – Did she 
find me… or did I find her?

Here is the next question – I 
find her… this guy Gary gets to 
keep her

Miss Havana Brown… please 
tell me you have got a twin sister 
that needs a little loving!



10 Volume 31 | December 2016 | No. 4

Our Upington members invited 
us for a “BDeT Kuier” which we duly 
accepted - arrangements were 
made and miles were travelled!  

     (BDeT Kuier– Braai Dop en 
Tjop Kuier: Sorry couldn’t resist it! 
Editor) 

Firstly a huge ‘Thank You’ to 
Dup’s Towing for providing us with 
a MB Vito for transport - a bunch 
of nuts, who love cars, in a bus - 
made for a most memorable trip 
both there and back! 

Our hosts met us on 
the outskirts of Upington 
accompanied by Paul & Thea van 
Wyk, who made the journey all 

the way from Frankfort and had 
arrived a short while before us.

Our first stop was at the Orange 
River Cellars to experience their 
fabulous new tasting room where 
we filled our tanks with food & 
wine! Out boots also received 
some of the local wines for later

When then visited and viewed 
the beautiful Kobus & Phoebe 
van der Walt Collection. A really 
interesting collection of all things 
motoring that is certainly worthy 
of a viewing and should not be 
missed if the opportunity arises. 

All too soon the day was 
winding down and it was time to 

find our lodgings on the banks 
of the Orange River and prepare 
for our Dinner, which was to be 
served “al Fresco” with the river as 
backdrop! 

It was an evening of stars, 
stories and laughter aplenty, 
until the early hours of Sunday 
morning.

A very warm ‘Thank you’ to 
Michael & Marita Holland-Muter, 
Kobus & Phoebe van der Walt 
as well as new members - Pieter 
& Anita van Niekerk - for your 
wonderful hospitality and a 
weekend that we will remember 
for many years to come.

A Bus Ride to Upington | 3-4 September 2016
Chris Kuhn

CENTRAL REGION
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REG     LIA
Members to confirm prices:
Jaco Kachelhoffer – Regalia Officer
C: 082 771 1731  F: 086 671 9688
E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Still worth every penny!

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY NOW!

NATAL REGION

When the long summer evenings 
begin to cool and blend with 
the dazzling array of autumn’s 
kaleidoscope of reflected light. The 
beautiful cosmos will adorn the 
foothills and far flung mountains 
of KwaZulu-Natal. 

It’s time to book 
that holiday NOW! 

Your three pointed star will 
surely guide you over and 
beyond the mighty Drakensberg 
Range. Onward through the 
lovely pastoral midlands to your 
destination on the sun kissed 
beaches of the warm Indian 
Ocean. 

All thoughts of the coming winter 
will be dispelled – who can tell, 
you may well decide to linger 

longer.So, do not delay! Pencil in 
these dates today – 27th to 30th 
April 2017! 

The Mercedes-Benz Club SA KZN 
Region will be your ‘holiday’ hosts 
at the 2017 AGM and National 

Gathering. We are so looking 
forward to introducing you to 
the land of beauty, wonder, 
excitement and welcome.  More 
details to follow!
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WESTERN CAPE REGION
PONTONS in PARADISE 2016
Dirk van der Westhuizen

What better sight than the 
gleaming roofs of lots and lots 
of Pontons on a beautiful sunny 
Spring morning, all on their way 
to Simonsvlei Cellar for breakfast, 
and from there, through the 
Huguenot Tunnel and on to Karoo 

One, just outside De Doorns.  
We had 1 Cabriolet, 1 Coupé, 1 
Roadster, 2 Bakkies, and 8 Sedans, 
as well as 9 other Mercedes-
Benzes on the trip.  

We were also very fortunate 
to have our President, Waldo 

Scribante, and René partaking, 
(with his Ponton Bakkie), as well 
as Avish Maharaj, KZN Regional 
Chairman.  Thank you again for 
making this huge effort.

The day at Karoo One turned 
out to be a wonderful experience 
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for all, where most of the activities 
revolved around Pontons, or, if 
you wanted, relax with live music 
and a glass of wine, or take a 
tractor trip to view some fossils 
up in the mountains.  We even 
had a Ponton photobooth!  Thank 

you to all who made this outing so 
special.

Congratulations to all the 
prize winners, especially Johan 
Kemp for scoring 100% in the very 
difficult Ponton Crossword puzzle.  

A very special thanks to all 

our Sponsors:    Good Hope 
Tyres, Protea Hotels, Durbanville 
Hills Wines, Golden Rule Motors, 
Financial Associates, Milieu 
Properties, Shelton’s Classic Auto 
Interiors, and Dazzling Events.
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40 Mercedes-Benz W113 
pagodas’, 80 guest,s a wine farm 
in Franschoek, Moreson and a 
little town call Greyton  

What a sight to behold and 
experience, to see 38 Mercedes-
Benz W113 Pagodas in one spot. 
How it all started,( as these trips 
generally do)  over a glass of wine 
and dinner. 

Yes it was on a weekend 
break away at the dinner table 
at Montagu, where the idea of a 
Pagoda run was born. At first, only 
four cars, but soon the word got 
out. The challenge was born to 
have a really proper “get together”. 

Soon we were at 30 cars 
and eventually ended on 40 as 
the magic number! As one can 
imagine, putting something like 
this together takes quite a bit of 
organizing and arranging. This is 
where Lydia Keppler came into 
her own and began with bookings 
and arranging restaurants and 
a nice wine farm, Moreson in 
Franchhoek. There was of course 
lots of assistance and help from 
our club members, who provided 
info and names of Pagoda owners, 
not only club members but all who 
owned and loved these wonderful 
cars (63% MBCSA members!). 

Eventually the big day came, 
and very quickly I must add. The 
weather, as always in Cape Town 
is very Fickle and the morning of 
the run started out in heavy rain, 
and boy it came down. Panic 
started to set in. I knew many may 

cancel as we don’t generally like 
taking these beautiful cars out 
is such weather. Driving in these 
conditions was tense to say the 
least, worrying about all around 
you all the time, but as we got 
closer to the first meeting point, 
we saw one after the other, the 
unmistakeable silhouette and tail 
and headlamps peeking through 
the misty and rainy conditions. 

The first gathering point was 
at the Engen 1 stop on the N1. 26 
Pagodas arrived.,  One cancellation 
due to the weather. Once we all 
had a chat and admired these 
lovely vehicles, we started our 
convoy to the main meeting point 
at Moreson wine farm. What a 
sight to see these lovely cars in 
convoy along the N1, slowly but 
surely the weather started to clear 
and, we could relax a little and 
enjoy the trip and views along the 
way. We got many “hoots” and 
“thumbs up” along the way.  

Arriving at Moreson,  the 
task of parking the cars on 
the green lawn started. A big 
thank you to Elmer Van Zy,l our 
professional photographer. He 
was instrumental in arranging the 
diamond formation for the main 
photo. Running back and forth, 
guiding the drivers in as they 
approached the lawn. 

Happily, the weather cleared 
and the sun started to shine.  All 
the cars parked and every one 
admired the beautiful collection, 
A special thankyou to all those 

who drove down from George and 
Knysna and Mosselbay to be part 
of this special event. 

At this point we had 38 Pagodas 
on the field for photo session, not 
counting one in the parking lot 
and the other joining us in Greyton 
from MacGregor .Total of 40 Units

 There was a really good 
model mix of Pagodas, some of 
the early launch year 1963 230SL 
Model, some 250SL and the later 
production 280SL ending in 1971. 
All in pristine condition, a variety 
of colours.  Manual, Automatic, 
LHD & RHD examples on display. 
One  very rare 5 speed ZF man. 
Some vehicles sporting their hard 
roof tops, under the weather 
conditions.

Many discussions and admiring 
took place, for about an hour. 
It was at this point we broke for 
lunch and gave Elmer time to take 
some great photos and JP,(club 
member) to take drone footage.

 Drivers were now asked to 
vote!  (other than their own cars 
of course) and at the prise giving, 
we can announce the two best 
choices, chosen by your peers.

 After lunch, we departed for 
Greyton. We lined up on the tiny 
paved road before departure.  
We arranger a Traffic points men 
to stop all traffic and let us out 
in convoy, as one long stream of 
Pagodas, what a sight, this all on 
the main road though Franchhoek, 
can you imagine seen 38 Pagodas 
driving through the main street 
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of Franschhoek on a Saturday 
afternoon. What a sight!!! 

The drive took us through 
Franschoek and up and over the 
pass, spectacular scenery and 
breath-taking  views. This gave 
Elmer and JP the opportunity to 
take some more photos , very 
spectacular indeed. The drive 
to Greyton was about one and 
half hours of a leisurely drive 
through spectacular scenery and 
long curvy roads, perfect for the 
pagoda to stretch their legs and 
can be experienced for what they 
are meant for as sport cruisers in 
open country roads, they really 
felt at home on these roads. 

At Greyton we received a 
nice warm welcome from the 
local community, who enjoyed 
every moment. I must say ,all 
you saw was Pagodas standing 
everywhere, as most of Greyton 
was booked out for the night by 
MBCSA. 

Dinner and prise giving was 
at Searle’s restaurant. Boy did 
they look after us. The venue 
looked amazing, well set out and 
fire places and very comfortable 

seating for all, good food, and most 
of all the company of likeminded 
wonderful people who have such 
passion and love for the amazing 
vehicles.

 After starters, the “Thank-you’s 
“ and prize giving took place.

 Special thank you and 
welcome to Waldo and Rene 
Scribante president of the MBCSA.
Kurt and Cara Stassen Chairman 
of the Western Cape region of the 
MBCSA.  

And then all who drove far 
for the event • Waldo and Rene 
from George • Bernd Ruloff from 
Knysna • Eddie Parfett • David from 
moselbay • Peter and from Mossell 
bay •  Keith from MacGregor . 

Also a special thanks to our 
sponsors for prises. 

Mercedes century city Part 
of the super group • Car Vault 
• Coetzee’s coachworks • Lindt 
chocolates • Truworths • West 
Cape VW • Audi Summerset west  
• Moreson wines. 

The prize giving was a great 
success, the following prises given 
out. 

Kurt Stassen best of choice 1st 

place (by 6 votes)
Bertus Hendriks best of choice 

2nd place. 
Oom Bill Tolken most senior 

owner.
Kurt Stassen Youngest owner
 Oldest Pagoda 1963 Andre Du 

Toit.  Three very special trophies 
and prizes wheregiven to: • Andre 
Du Toit • Fred Wilken • Bernd 
Ruloff 

For their dedication and 
assistance to the club and 
knowledge of the very special 
model Mercedes. 

Waldo Scibante gave a few 
words of thanks to all for the time 
and dedication to arrangements 
for the trip, and a very special 
thanks to Lydia my lovely wife 
for her time and dedication and 
putting all together, Lydia you are 
amazing.

 Thanks to all for joining us 
for the very special trip and 
all contributed to an amazing 
weekend with wonderful cars and 
people. 

As Bendt would say Go WELL 
GO SL
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Jacaranda Run 16 Oct 2016
By Andre Esterhuizen

For the second year running the 
Northern Region organised a day 
out to admire the Jacaranda trees 
of Pretoria. Spring always brings a 
sense of renewal and what better 
way to celebrate this, than in an 
open top Mercedes-Benz under a 
canopy of purple flowers.

Pretoria is transformed into a 
purple mass during October and 
November, Jacaranda trees line 
the streets and parks and carpet 
them with their beautiful blos-
soms. There are between 40 000 
and 70 000 Jacaranda trees in Pre-
toria - nicknamed the Jacaranda 
City. Jacaranda trees bloom over 
an 8 week period from late spring 
each year. 

Jacaranda’s are indigenous to 
South America and considered to 
be an alien invader plant in South 
Africa and therefore no new trees 
are allowed to be planted. Existing 
trees may remain, but may not be 
replaced when they die. 

It is said that the first 2 trees 

were imported from Argentina to 
our shores and planted in 1888 at 
a school in Arcadia.

Sunday morning started early 
- 30 cars with three pointed stars 
gathered at the African Pride Café 
in the Pretoria Botanical Gardens. 
Excitement mixed with the won-
derful smell of spring blossoms 
filled the air, as we readied our-
selves for the drive along a route 
that had been carefully planned 
by Suzette Bouwer to present the 
trees at their very best. 

The first stop was the Union 
Buildings from where we were 
able to admire the extensive pur-
ple carpet from a distance – it is 
during moments like this that one 
realises how many opportunities, 
too commune with the beauty 
and power of nature, we allow 
ourselves to miss in our headlong 
hurry to attend to the meaning-
less… 

Leaving the Union Buildings, 
a group of tourists showed great 

interest in taking pictures of our 
gathering of exceptional cars, 
which instilled in all of us a great 
sense of pride and satisfaction. 
This unplanned photo opportuni-
ty provided them with an opportu-
nity to capture some exceptional 
photos of our classic Mercedes-
Benz models driving down a beau-
tiful avenue of Jacaranda trees in 
full bloom!

The route to our next stop, 
took us via Herbert Baker Street 
in Groenkloof which is lined with 
almost one hundred, rare White 
Jacarandas. What a sight – what a 
privilege!

The morning ended with great 
company and a German buffet 
lunch at the Das Gasthaus Restau-
rant.

Thank you again to Suzette 
Bouwer for arranging this won-
derful outing… Book early for next 
year! 

NORTHERN REGION
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It was a dull and overcast weekend in September, 
but the excitement was palpable.  Why?  The long-
awaited annual event on the MBCSA calendar, the 
National Concours was due to provide another 
spectacular display of Mercedes-Benz models in 
competition with each other, for the title – Concours 
D’Etat!

The well-established Mercedes-Benz dealership 
in Centurion was the new venue for this year’s 
Concours event, which took on the theme of 
“Merclympics”. 

Our very generous host, Hein Lorentz, of 
Mercedes-Benz Centurion, once again made it 
possible for the members of the MBCSA to view 
the latest Mercedes-Benz models on display whilst 
presenting their entries for rigorous scrutineering 
in the hope that they emerge victorious in their 
category of entry. It is truly an event that provides 
great pleasure to the entrants, club members and 
the general public alike!

Early on the morning of the 17th of September 
the first club members began arriving to ‘show and 
tell’ the stories behind their shining stars.

Raindrops on a bride’s head will always be seen 
as a sign of good luck, however on this glorious 
morning in September the contestants were not all 
that pleased with the rain. They were in preparation 
for the toughest event on the annual calendar. 

The clean, polish, wipe, rub, review, inspect – 
inspect again – rub, wipe, polish, clean event that 
they threaten never to enter again…. until the next 
year that is. Rain was not a welcome guest!

This year’s Concours, the prestige event of our 
Club calendar, attracted 30 entrants. The range of 
entries was impressive, from the old grandfather, 
a 1955 300 to the youngster, a 2012 SLK. In true 
style the various categories included the Classic 
pre-1965’s, the Young Timers (1966 – 1985) and 
the Modern (post 1986) category.  It was wonderful 
to see that all categories were well represented 
throughout. 

Ettienne Geel and his team of highly respected 
judges set about their business with caring, 
measured diligence. Their scrutiny of the common 
factor, the love we share for originality, as well as 
noting the cleanliness and care taken in the process 
of presentation were, factors that guided the 
outcome and made for a time consuming exercise.

One of our members referred to the process 
as the lifting of the proverbial skirt. It was a truly a 

The annual shining star 
event on the MBCSA 
calendar, the National 
Concours – of course!!
 By Jan-Willem Wielsma

case of - ‘bonnets up and engines laid bare’… followed 
by ‘boots, ball joints en alles’! 

The judging process continued over the two days 
until finally the judges were ready to make their 
pronouncements. I do believe that the drops of rain 
provided the luck and good fortune all brides can only 
wish and dream of. 

Once again our most generous host Hein Lorentz 
and his magnanimous team - provided the MBC 
members with a sumptuous spread of eats and drinks 
during the course of Saturday. He then, with the help 
of his team presented his own Concours entry in the 
D’Etat Category that swept the boards! They delivered 
a magnificent, Sunday Lunch that preceded the 
announcement of the overall winners per category and 
prize giving!

The acting chairman of the Northern Region, 
Sven Krass de Krassnokutski, was introduced by 
the President, Waldo Scribante.  Sven thanked the 
members for their attendance and support as well as 
the entrants for preparing and presenting their entries 
in such pristine condition. 
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Congratulations to the winners – your efforts speak volumes regarding the pride you take in presenting your 
wonderful vehicles for public scrutiny! See you next year – don’t be late…

D’Honneur Category (Highest Score First)
Entrant Car
Carika Aucamp 1983 200

D’Etat Category (by Class, Highest Score First)
Entrant Car Entrant Car
Class 186/188/189 (300) Class 124
1. Dries de Jager 1955 300 1. Johan van Heerden 1991 300CE
Class 198 (300SL) Class 126
1. Connie Oosthuizen 1956 300SL 1. Warren Geyser 1984 380SEC
Class Ponton Class 201
1. Gary Dodds 1958 219 1. Warren Watters 1989 190E 2.5-16
2. Fanie du Preez 1958 219 Class 129
3. Morné Greeff 1956 Bakkie 1. Pieter Booysen 2000 SL500
Class 121 (190SL) 2. Neil Kandasamy 1996 SL320
1. Vinesh Ramdass 1958 190SL Class 209
Class 110/111/112 (Fintail) 1. Warren Watters 2008 CLK63 AMG
1. Jorge Tenente 1965 190D Class 230
Class 113 (Pagoda) 1. Pieter Booysen 2010 SL65 AMG
1. Connie Oosthuizen 1967 250SL Class SLK
Class 108/109 1. Chris Cloete 2012 SLK200
1. Gary Bowes 1972 280S 2. Neil Kandasamy 1996 SL320
Class 107 Class 209
1. Anita du Preez 1977 450SLC 1. Warren Watters 2008 CLK63 AMG
2.  Johan van Heerden 1979 450SL Class 230
3.  André van Dyk 1982 280SL 1. Pieter Booysen 2010 SL65 AMG
Class 123 Class SLK
1. Paul van Wyk 1984 300D 1. Chris Cloete 2012 SLK200
2. Gift Mphefu 1984 230E

Tops Only Category (by Age Group in Age Order, Group 
Winners Indicated)
Entrant Car
Class Classic Pre-1965
1. Fanie du Preez 1958 219
2. Vinesh Ramdass 1958 190SL
3. Doeke Tromp Winner 1958 219
4. Clive Winterstein 1958 220S
Class Youngtimer 1966-1985
1. Gary Dodds 1967 230S
2 Lawrence Kropf 1967 250SL
3. Gary Dodds 1972 280SE
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4. Fred Swanepoel Winner 1974 230.6
5. Anita du Preez 1977 450SLC
6. Arno Taljaard 1978 280SE
7. Hilton Wolff 1982 250 LWB
8. Warren Geyser 1984 380SEC
Class Modern Post-1986
1. George Bosch 1988 500SL
2. George Bosch 1991 500SL
3. Eric Kaeflein 1998 SL500
4. George Bosch 2001 SLK32 AMG
5. Paul van Wyk Winner 2003 CL500
6. Jorge Bonifacio 2004 E55 AMG
7. Olga van der Westhuizen 2007 SLK200
8. Sarel Mostert 2012 SLK55 AMG

Trophies Awarded
Category / Class Entrant Car
Tops only: Modern Cars Paul van Wyk 2003 CL500
Tops only: Youngtimer Cars Fred Swanepoel 1974 230.6
Tops only: Classic Cars Doeke Tromp 1958 219
Class 186/188/189 (300) Dries de Jager 1955 300
Class 198 (300SL) Connie Oosthuizen 1956 300SL
Class Ponton Gary Dodds 1958 219
Class 121 (190SL) Vinesh Ramdass 1958 190SL
Class 110/111/112 (Fintail) Jorge Tenente 1965 190D
Class 113 (Pagoda) Connie Oosthuizen 1967 250SL
Class 108/109 Gary Bowes 1972 280S
Class 107 Anita du Preez 1977 450SLC
Class 123 Paul van Wyk 1984 300D
Class 124 Johan van Heerden 1991 300CE
Class 129 Pieter Booysen 2000 SL500
Class SLK Chris Cloete 2012 SLK200
Prix d’Etat: Modern Cars Pieter Booysen 2000 SL500
Prix d’Etat: Classic Cars Dries de Jager 1955 300
Prix d’Honneur Carika Aucamp 1983 200
Oldest Car Entered Dries de Jager 1955 300
Ladies’ Choice Lawrence Kropf 1967 250SL

Thank you to Hein for hosting a wonderful weekend and to Koos du Toit for his tireless work behind the 
scenes to ensure all the trophies were shined up and ready to be proudly received by the new winners.

We were all sad to say our final farewells as the event was racing to a halt, and as with all weddings we knew 
the winners had to drive away into the sunset as part of the honeymoon with the trophies to be displayed.  
The knowledge that we need to wait another year before we will have the opportunity to polish, spit, wipe, rub, 
review, inspect and inspect again before finally presenting the mascots at the next Concours in 2017 seems to 
be an eternity!
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Waldo Scribante (President) 
C: 082 802 3280

E: president@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Frik Roux (Vice President)
C: 083 229 7601 

E: vicepresident@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Kemp (Treasurer) 
C: 083 457 1092 

E: treasurer@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Sven Krass de Krassnokutski
 (Chairman: Northern Region) 

C: 082 685 8204
E: northern@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Erald Hohls (Chairman: Eastern Cape) 
C: 082 443 8379

E: ecape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Chris Kühn (Chairman: Central Region)  
C: 082 779 0451

E: central@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Pat Smythe (Editor) 
C: 082 781 4410 

E: editor@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Pat Smythe (Club Approved Insurance Broker)
 T: 031 701 0226  C: 082 781 4410 

E: pat@smythebros.com

PLEASE NOTE: The placement of ads is a service rendered to our members. Neither the editor nor the committee accepts any liability pertaining to condition or 
ownership of goods advertised. It remains the responsibility of the reader to investigate these issues before closing any transaction.

DISCLAIMER: The Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa, although an authorized user of the Mercedes-Benz Trademarks, is an independent organisation and the 
views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those Mercedes-Benz SA, Daimler AG or the Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH.* Opinions expressed are 

those of the individual contributors and should not be interpreted as official club policy. While great care has been exercised in the compilation of the material 
published, members are advised to personally verify information, statements and claims before committing themselves to acts on transactions.

* Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH is a Daimler Company.

P.O. Box 999, George, 6530 | www.mercedesbenzclub.co.za

The only officially recognized Mercedes-Benz Club in Africa 
Member of the SA Motor Club Association 

Annalie Kachelhoffer (National Secretary)
C: 084 205 5411 
E: secretary@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Pieter Moolman (Membership Secretary) 
C: 083 780 4727 | F: 043 704 4406 
E: membership@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Note: The membership secretary is only available on 
Wednesday mornings from 09h00-12h00 

Kurt Stassen (Chairman: Western Cape) 
C: 082 415 8815 
E: wcape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Sloet (Chairman: Southern Cape) 
C: 083 640 7455
E: scape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Avish Maharaj (Chairman: KZN) 
C: 071 672 8156
E: kzn@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Jaco Kachelhoffer (Regalia Officer)
C: 082 771 1731  F:  086 671 9688
E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Dirk Lombard (Webmaster) 
C: 079 314 2109
E: webmaster@mercedesbenzclub.co.za
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Honorary Life Members 
Sir Stirling Moss | Steve Rademeyer | Ettienne Geel | Philip Kannemeyer | Graham van Heerden | Dirk van der Westhuizen

Hero / Special Members 
Kobus Harris | Hein Lorentz | Okkie Potgieter | Brian Slingers | Anna-Lee dos Santos | Chris Carlisle-Kitz
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