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Editorial
The Editor – Stephen Kaalsen

Allow me to introduce to you 2018.  
It entails a new president for South Africa, 
fortunately not for our Mercedes-Benz cabinet.  
Waldo is still king and he still has a makhulu sized 
sheep braai for all the comrades at his house once a 
year.  I now drink Cyril’s decaffeinated in the morning 
before work, instead of Jacobs Kronung.  I am still 
editing the Benz Lens, and it feels smashing!

It does not feel smashing as in smashed by 
the deadlines, more “smashing” as in marvellous, 
wonderful, excellent, splendid, magnificent, superb, 
amazing, glorious, sublime.  Editing the Benz Lens 
is making me feel like Sophia Loren must have felt 
driving her 3.0-liter engined Mercedes-Benz 300 SL 
gullwing, with 215 HP and a 4-speed manual gearbox 

having her huge sunglasses, suede gloves 
on, a scarf covering her wavy hair on her 

way to Monte Carlo.  
For those of you who do not know, Sophia Loren 

felt encouraged to enroll in acting lessons after 
entering a beauty pageant. Loren began her film 
career in 1950 at age 15. She appeared in several bit 
parts and minor roles in the early part of the decade, 
until her five-picture contract with Paramount in 1956 
launched her international career.  During the 1960s, 
Loren was one of the most popular actresses in the 
world, and continued to make films in the United 
States and Europe, starring with prominent leading 
men. In 1964, her career reached its pinnacle when 
she received $1 million to appear in The Fall of the 

Roman Empire.
Of course, Sophia Loren spent her 

innings wisely.  She drove pure jewels like 
the Alfa Romeo Giulietta, the Ferrari 275 
GTS, the Ferrari Daytona, the Rolls-Royce 
Silver Cloud II. But, there was a chemistry 
between her and the special 300SL Benz 
she acquired. They both had class, they 
both had style.  Loren featured her W198 
in a lot of public appearances, which 
were gladly captured.   

I would like to propose a theme for the 
set of Benz Lens’s for 2018 being: “stars 
and their cars” 

– which will feature front page 
attribute of famous people and their cars 
in the 2018 set of Benz Lens’s, just for 
you.  So sit back, enjoy what’s coming in 
the Benz Lens and make sure to renew 
your club’s subscription, which is not 
influenced by the 1% VAT increase that 
2018 also brought.

The printed Benz Lens has now finally 
been cancelled, and no more will any hard 
copies be available.  Not for free, neither 
for sale.  Please prepare a space on your 
coffee table for the Benz Lens Annual, 
which will be a posh club collector’s book 
with a collaboration of all 2017’s Benz 
Lens top stories.  This piece of collectable 
literature, sponsored by Mercedes-Benz 
South Africa, will be unveiled at the 
National Gathering and AGM at the Gala 
Evening on 30 April 2018.

Enjoy the reading of this jam-packed 
edition! 
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Dear Fellow Members
We’ve had a busy and exciting start to this year!

First, congratulations to Sven Krassnokutski (Northern 
region), Kurt Stassen (Western Cape), Johan Sloet 
(Southern Cape), Erald Hohls (Eastern Cape) and 
Avish Maharaj (Kwa-Zulu Natal) for being re-elected 
as Regional Chairmen.  We thank Chris Kühn for his 
service as Regional Chairman of the Central region 
which he had to end as a result of relocation and 
welcome Theo Potgieter to the National Committee, 
as new chairman of the Central Region.  

The regional Chairmen and their committees are 
the backbone of the Club, doing excellent work.  We 
can’t thank them enough for their various efforts and 
commitment to maintaining our Club’s world class 
calibre. We look forward to a wonderful year, filled 
with numerous outings and exciting events. 

Valuation Seminar
The 2nd Valuation Seminar was held at the 

Scribs Benzeum in George (my pride and joy), with 
18 members attending.  We have adopted a new 
valuation method, developed by Sven Krassnokutski 
to reflect car values more accurately - and taking into 
consideration various conditions and models.  

Should you require the valuation of your car, 
please contact your regional Chairman, who has the 
new guidelines in hand. 

George Old Car Show
The SCOCC George Old Car Show has gained 

popularity and is fast becoming the Club’s biggest 
event, hosted by the Southern Cape region. We 
had almost 100 cars registered and 21 W114/115’s 
(or /8’s as they are known), celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of the model.  Johan Sloet presenting a 
special commemorative Grill Badge, sponsored by 
Ferobrake! 

Congratulations to Etienne Geel for winning 
the Best of Show /8 with his 1968 250, judged and 
presented by Chris Carlisle-Kitz, with his usual in-
depth analysis.  We also had the privilege of showing 
Graham van Heerden’s V114, factory built stretch 
limousine – what a beauty! (I unfortunately don’t own 
a /8 - but I am married to one!) Congratulations to 
Francois and Olga van der Westhuizen.  They had a 
record sale of regalia at the George Old Car Show!

President’s Braai
Since 2006, René 

and I have hosted a 
sheep braai, at the Scribs 

Benzeum, on the Saturday 
evening of the show.  Each 

year the braai has grown 
in popularity and we think 

there must be something 
about the ice cream and chocolate sauce, because 
this year we had a record number of 190 members 
and friends in attendance!  

We are fortunate to have our past Presidents 
regularly attending the George Old Car Show as well 
as the sheep braai.  We have therefore decided to 
start calling it the President’s Braai and we hope to 
continue this tradition well into the future.  For their 
service and support to the Club, it was my honour to 
present Steve Rademeyer, Etienne Geel, Graham van 
Heerden and Dirk van der Westhuizen with gold Club 
lapel pins.  

The weekend was a huge success and I want to 
thank the SCOCC organisers, as well as Johan Sloet, 
Aldo van Zyl and Dirk Lombard, for managing the 
Southern Cape portion of the event.  Of course, we 
cannot forget to thank Southern Cape stalwarts 
Kobus Harris and Peet Botha for arranging the layout 
at the show grounds, making the display of old Merc’s 
one of the best in the world.

Drive to increase membership numbers
On a more serious note, our membership numbers 

are slowly declining, putting pressure on the Club’s 
finances.  The National Committee have agreed to 
start a “Join the Club” drive, whereby we will display 
banners at our events and hand out pamphlets, 
encouraging people to join the club.  We ask for your 
support in strengthening our numbers, by finding 
new members or inviting friends/potential members 
to join us on outings and events.

Upcoming AGM
The 33rd AGM and National Gathering, hosted by 

the Western Cape, is around the corner (28 –30 April 
2018).  I encourage you to join us, so that we may 
have as many members as possible in attendance.  It 
is always a huge event and certainly one of the best 
events to experience the Benz camaraderie, I’m sure 
you’ll agree.  Make sure you do register, and I look 
forward to meeting you!  - Good, Better, BENZ!

from the 
President 

Waldo Scribante
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AGM

WESTERN CAPE

The Western Cape region of the Mercedes-Benz Club of South 
Africa hereby cordially invites you to join in the AGM and National 

Gathering for 2018.  
On Saturday April 28th, an unforgettable three days of friendship, family and feasts will commence where we 

will celebrate the love for the Star of Stuttgart.  

Apart from our three-pointed-star beauties there will be vineyards and wine, breathtaking vistas of the ocean, 
scenic drives in the countryside and fun and laughter among old and new friends.  

The highlights of the weekend include a wine tasting in the picturesque town of Franschhoek followed by 
a lazy lunch in a restaurant overlooking the vineyeards of Rickety Bridge.  A trip along the world famous 

Chapman’s Peak ending in Simonstown with its olde world charm and perfect fish and chips overlooking False 
Bay is also promised.  We will visit two stunning private car collections, meet the owners and feast our eyes 

on their well-kept golden oldies.

All the good things will come to an end after the gala event on Monday night in a beautiful farm style venue 
with lots of glitz and glamour provided by Mercedes-Benz South Africa, our main sponsor. 

We hope to see you there!

A last word:  Although we are in the grip of the worst drought in Cape Town in modern history we have made 
contingency plans to ensure your comfort and safety during your stay with us.
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When you follow your Star, you will always 
maintain your chosen path. It will guide you on your 
course and steer you past the numerous obstacles 
encountered along the way.

This Star burns brightest when in the hands of 
spirited enthusiasts. This is the story of how Benzo 
Parts for Africa was established - in the autumn of 
2006, by two young and intrepid Benz owners, two 
brothers, simply bedazzled by the way our Benz’s 
Stars shone.

An experience laced with uninterested business 
owners, unknowledgeable salesmen and even worse 
the unskilled people that proved you the favour of 
handing you down sub-standard or damaged parts, 
at unworldly prices.

That was it!  Enough was enough!  And Benzo Parts 
was established.

Setting up shop on enthusiasm alone was not 
enough, perseverance and nerves of steel were to be 
the order of the day. Countless late nights and many 
hours of planning and sometimes even hard labour 
were called for.

It was a humble beginning with a mere five 
dilapidated old Mercs, of which one was Noel’s own 
tired 1972 280S, these were to become the donors 
that laid Benzo’s foundation for the future.

We soon learnt what the marketplace demanded 
and an almost compulsive behaviour set in.  We could 
no longer pass a rotten, decayed, spent Benz. It was 
almost like a fix to an addiction, we just had to buy it 
and break it. The satisfaction in seeing the parts work 
in our client’s cars was far too great of an achievement 
to pass up on. 

In time the business expanded and we moved from 
our initial premises at 332 Derdepoort Road Silverton, 
which became too cramped, into a more suited space 
on Dykor Road also in Silverton. Business carried on 
as per usual.

Necessitating yet another move, this time it was 
into Benzo’s very own home. Situated on expansive 
grounds in Price street Waltloo, we soon had well 
over a hundred vehicles at any given time and all in 

one place. 
As in any business one is faced with certain 

challenges, and there are always those that would 
rather want to save an old rusted or smashed Benz 
than to see it being stripped.

Many have asked; “how can you strip that car?” 
And we have always maintained it is easy. “to keep 
your Star shining, some have to become a donor” And 
with this philosophy in mind we aim at selling only 
parts that we would like to buy for our own cars.

Parts that are, clean, neat and functional.
In the Autumn of 2016, almost exactly 10 years to 

the day that Benzo Parts was first founded, our Star 
again guided us down a path that many would never 
have treaded.

A Great-Trek was made, we re-opened our parts 
business, this time 1500KM away from our first out-
post. Parow in Cape Town was to be the new home of 
Benzo Parts. 

We now carry a comprehensive range of German 
Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) Parts, the 
likes of:  Bilstein, Meyle and Mann are firm favourites 
amongst our Star-studded inventory. We also break 
all models of Mercedes for parts, from a W116 to a 
W220, and everything else in between.

We invite all of our longstanding clientele as well 
as the many members in the club with which we have 
not yet had the honour in sharing our passion with in 
all matters related to the Star, to discuss your parts 
requirements with us. 

We are truly excited to announce that as of the 
1st of April 2018, Benzo Parts will be offering, paid up 
club members the following benefits:

• 5% discount on the purchase of new parts.
• 10% discount on the purchase of used parts.
• Discounted rates on nationwide shipping.

We truly believe that Benzo Parts’ value offering 
will keep your Stars shining, just as brightly as it has 
kept ours.

Benzo Parts for Africa - A story of following your own Star
By Jan & Noel Grove

Benzo Parts for Africa
Tel: 0861 732724

Email: noel@benzoparts.co.za
Units 1 & 2 Boompies Street, Parow 

East, Cape Town, 7500



6 Volume 33 | March 2018 | No. 1

Year-end function & 
Concours 2017
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Neethlingshof Wine Estate has become synonymous with the Western Cape’s year-end functions and they once 
again welcomed us to their beautiful estate on 3 December 2017. It is   the perfect venue for a concourse, with 
expansive parking beneath tall oak trees, and the day started with a most welcome early morning drizzle.

Just after 10h00 the first cars arrived, clean and polished to perfection with stunning examples from old to new. 
While the judges, Peter Breen, Thys de Jager, Mauritus Coetzee and Stephan du Toit scrutinized the cars from 
front to end inside and out, the rest of us socialised over a nicecup of coffee. 

After Neethlingshof’s famous Sunday buffet lunch, everyone gathered for the subsequent prize giving.

Congratulations to the following winners:
Best Ponton    Basie Geldenhuys (220S)
Best 111 Coupé   Wayne Keppler (220SE)
Best 113 Pagoda   Terry Aupiais (230SL)
Best 114/115    Thys de Jager (280E)
Best 107    John Skibbe (450SLC)
Best 123    Noel Grové (300D)
Best 201    Johan Kemp (190E)
Best 124    Hannes Pienaar (300CE 5.6)
Oldest or most original   Thys de Jager (280E W114))
Ladies Choice    Basie Geldenhuys (220S Ponton)
Best polished car   Thys de Jager (280E W114)
Chairman’s Choice   Okkie Potgieter (W140)
President’s Choice   Hannes Pienaar (300CE 5.6 C124)
Best Event Organiser   Dirk van der Westhuizen (Hantamfees)
Novice of the year   Brendan Moran
Most outstanding contribution  David Shakeshaft
Member of the year   Fred Winkel

The three top prizes went to:
Best coupé/sedan   Noel Grové (300D W123)
Best cabriolet    Barrie King (E250 Cab)
Club champion    Basie Geldenhuys (220S Ponton)

A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved on the day – to all the judges, Waldo our President who presented 
the prizes and to those who helped to make the day a wonderful success!

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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Most special day
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With the 108 packed and with 
a tank of petrol, it was time to set 
off for the road trip of a lifetime 
with my dad from Port Elizabeth 
to Montagu. The agenda of the trip 
was of course my 2 good friends 
are to be wed - Stephan Du Toit 
and Daleen Deyzel. 

The trip started early Friday 
morning with heavy rain all the 
way through to Oudtshoorn, which 
we were then met with sunny blue 
sky. The 108 never missed a beat 
through the 8 hour long drive. 
We could’ve possibly shaved a 
few minutes off the clock, but 
we decided to stop in every little 
‘dorpie’ along the way to stretch 
our legs and have a couple of ice 
cold refreshments. 

We arrived Friday late afternoon 
in Montagu. What a beautiful town 
indeed! So peaceful and tranquil. I 
would have to put Montagu on the 
map as one of the many hidden 
treasures in South Africa. After 
admiring the scenery, we had the 
honor of being invited to Stephan’s 
Home for a small braai with his 
best man Johan Le Roux and 
Johan Kotzè who travelled over 
2000 kilometer in his 108 280S. 
Stephan is not only good at selling 
Mercedes Benz Parts, he can make 
a lekker chop or 2. 

Saturday arrived which meant 
it was the big day! A few club 
members apart from myself and 
Johan Kotzè travelled far and 
wide with their vintage Mercedes 
Benz. This being Stephan Du Toit’s 
wedding meant it wasn’t going 
to be an ordinary wedding. The 
‘theme’ was essential Mercedes 
Benz. Outside the Montagu Church 
was an organized display of the 
wedding guests who travelled in a 
classic Mercedes Benz. There were 
5 W108s, a 300SEL 6.3, a 220SE 
cabriolet and a 280SE cabriolet 
all proudly lined up in front of the 
church. 

Once all the guest were seated 
inside the church, all we had to do 
was wait for the bride to arrive - 

Stephan & Daleen du Toit’s most special day
By Niki Georgiou

WESTERN CAPE REGION



10 Volume 33 | March 2018 | No. 1

Stephan was right in front of the 
church looking as anxious as ever, 
accompanied by his best man 
Johan Le Roux - long time school 
friends. In the mean time as we 
waited, a slide show was on display 
that pictured special moments in 
Stephan and Daleen’s life. 

Then the music played and 
Daleen accompanied by her father, 
Eddie Deyzel, and Bridesmaid, 
Ulandi Groenewald, walked in 
looking as stunning as a fairy tale 
princess in her wedding dress. 
Stephan and Daleen exchanged 
vows and promised each other 
that they would love and look after 
one another until the end of time. 
The wedding rings were brought 
forth and each fitted to the bride 
and grooms finger. Stephan and 
Daleen kissed and that sealed 
them being together for ever in 
each other’s lives.

After the wedding ceremony 
had ended, the bride and groom 
left the church to go and take 
photos with the family, and 
once done would head off to the 
wedding reception. Stephan and 
Daleen Du Toit left in the 220SE 
cabriolet of Graham Van Heerden 
and Johan Le Roux and Ulandi 
Groenewald left in the 280SE 
cabriolet of André du Toit. 

The wedding reception was at 
Cabrières in Montagu, a beautiful 
wedding venue situated on the 
edge of a vineyard farm on the 
base of the mountains. The set 
up was fantastic, and clearly as 
I mentioned earlier, “Mercedes 
Benz aroma was in the air”. The 
classy wedding decor had a dash 
of Mercedes Benz glitter to make 
it an even more special moment 
to enjoy.  It was just such an 
absolute and relaxing atmosphere 
at the venue, it was very clear that 
everyone was having a ball. 

After everyone was done 
socializing and enjoying the 
fantastic evening outside by the 
vineyards, it was time to take 
our seats inside at our tables for 
the speeches and dinner. Pieter 
Venter was the MC of the evening 
and he clearly had everything 
under control. There were some 

really touching speeches from 
friends and family in the room, 
and each got a well deserved 
round of applauses. After the 
speeches were done, dinner was 
served. Oh my goodness! The food 
was unbelievable, it set taste buds 
alight. 

After we all had been all stuffed 
to the brim with delicious food, it 
was dance time and Stephan and 
Daleen were the first to open up 
the dance floor. Along with the 
first 3 songs they proudly owned 
the dance floor, after which 
everybody else joined in.  It was 
such a fantastic evening, everyone 
clearly had enjoyed the special 
moments which were shared with 
Stephan and Daleen. 

I’d like to wish Stephan and 
Daleen du Toit many years of 
happiness and prosperity with one 
another in their Journey together, 
AND I would do the trip to Montagu 
any day to visit my close friends. 

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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SOUTHERN CAPE REGION

The annual Dias Festival was held from 1-4 February 
2018 with the club event on Saturday.  Local members 
of the Mercedes-Benz club and the Southern Cape 
old car club met at Langeberg Mall with the George 
members joining soon after in convoy. 

The local traffic authorities escorted about 15 
cars through the streets of Mossel Bay ending at the 
caravan park at Santos Beach. The cars were parked 
inside the festival grounds in the middle of the action 
of the festival. 

Being new to the area I was in awe of the beautiful 
backdrop with amazing cars. Having a 300SL roadster 
on a normal Saturday club outing is just very special. 
Thank you to Andre Fourie for making my day!  This 
is a great family day out that should definitely be a 
must do on all members’ calendars. Special thanks to 
Kobus Harris for arranging the traffic escort and the 
picture perfect display area at the festival.

Dias & Port Festival 3 February 2018 
By Chris Kühn
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On Saturday February 17th, we held another one 
of our garage/technical days at the official residence 
of our president.  It all started off with a very informa-
tive talk by Nico van Rensburg, one of our local mem-
bers and also being an expert about tyre care.   We 
had lots of fun examining our beloved club cars, and 
enjoying each other’s company.  It was well worth 
attending this day, as it reminded one of basic care 
which one very often neglects.

The perfect end to this event was a boerieroll and 
beer.  As our tame boerie griller was absent, this job 
was taken over by Aldo van Zyl and Waldo Scribante, 
who did a great job.  As can be seen from the pho-
tograph, it is a very responsible job which was taken 
very seriously.  Thanks to both of you Aldo and Waldo!

A few more garage/ technical days will be arranged 
over the course of the year.  They are becoming more 
and more popular and it is very informative.

Garage Day 2018 
By Johan Sloet

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION



13Volume 33 | March 2018 | No. 1

Die 22 ste motorskou het 
gekom en gegaan en was weereens 
‘n enorme sukses.  Ongeveer 1000 
voertuie is uitgestal op die PW 
Botha Kollege terrein en is werklik 
elke jaar van internasionale 
gehalte. Die George Oumotorskou 
word landwyd as die een van die 
beste motorskoue in SA beskou. 
Heelwat buitelandse besoekers is 
by die skou opgemerk.

Aangesien dit vroegoeggend 
nog gereen het, was almal spoedig 
besig om motors af te droog, en 
die mooi weer later die dag was 
net wat ons skougangers nodig 

gehad het.
Toeskouers kon in heerlike 

koel weer die skou geniet en 
vanjaar het bykans 15000 persone 
besoek.  Die hoogtepunt van die 
skou is natuurlik die verbyritte wat 
reg deur die dag plaasvind met 
bypassende komentaar.

Die Mercedes-Benz klub het 
weereens ‘n skitterende uitstalling 
gehad met die oudste motor die 
1913 Benz van Renè Scribante, 
ons eie Berta Benz, wat ook aan 
die veteraanrit voor die skou 
deelgeneem het.  Ons Mercedes-
Benz klub het 100 voertuie tentoon 

gestel wat weereens die grootste 
individuele klub by die skou was 
en het groot belangstelling by die 
toeskouers gewek.

Aangesien die /8 motors 
wat die W114 en W115 modelle 
verteenwoordig 50 jaar oud is, 
was 21 van hierdie motors die 
fokuspunt van die uitstalling. 
Lede het van reg oor SA gekom 
om hulle motors uit te stal. 
Besondere motors wat daar was 
is onder andere Graham van 
Heerden se “Stretched Limo” met 
sy eie interessante geskiedenis en 
Thys De Jager se motor wat sy Pa 

George Oumotorskou 2018
By Kobus Harris en Johan Sloet

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION
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nuut gekoop het en steeds in die 
familie is. Ettienne Geel se motor 
het die prys gewen vir die mees 
oorspronklike motor.

Daar moet ook spesiale 
vermelding gemaak word van 
Graham van Heerden en Jaco 
Kachelhoffer (met die hulp van 
ons klub sekretaresse) wie elkeen 
twee W114/5 motors na die skou 
gebring (gery) het.  Danksy die 
vrygewigheid van Ferobrake, kon 
aan elkeen wie ‘n W114/5 ten toon 
gestel het, ‘n spesiale “grill badge” 
oorhandig word. 

Die pragtige vertoning van SL’s 
en Coupe’s het baie aandag geniet.

Motors wat veral baie aandag 
getrek het was  die 1935 130 H, 
1935 200 C, 1938 320 , 1952 300 
Cabriolet , 1953  220 Cabriolet en 
1956 300 A.

Die klublede kon heerlik in 
ons gasvryheidstent kuier en  
verversings geniet.  Baie dankie 
ook aan Aldo van Zyl wie nie net die 
koffie en beskuit geborg het nie, 
maar ook die verversingsgedeelte 
bestuur het en sy helpers.  Ook was 
ons besonder bevoorreg om al die 
vorige presidente van die klub te 
kon ontvang. Daar is dan ook ‘n 
spesiale lapelwapen aan elkeen 
oorhandig gedurende die aand 
se verrigtinge.  Saterdagaand het 
meer as 200 lede Waldo Scribante 
se Presidentsbraai geniet waar 
5 skape op die spit gebraai is en 
heerlik tot laat gekuier is. En soos 
gewoonlik is die ete afgesluit met 
roomys en Waldo se nou reeds 
beroemde sjokoladesous.

Gedurende die aand is daar 
dan ook op gepaste wyse ons 
dank aan Ferobrake betuig met 
die oorhandiging aan Ockert 
Schoeman van ‘n spesiale 
oorkonde.

Ook is aan Ettienne Geel 
‘n trofee oorhandig vir, soos 
reeds hierbo genoem, die mees 
oorspronklike W114/5, te wete 
‘n skaars 250, asook ‘n pet van 
Ferobrake.

Ons vise-president, Chris 
Carlisle-Kitz het op sy eiesoortige 
manier die beoordeling van 
die motors bespreek tot groot 

vermaak van die ander lede. Baie 
dankie aan die Scribante’s vir hulle 
gasvryheid.

Ons bedank alle persone wat 
behulpsaam was met die skou 
reëlings asook al ons lede wat van 
vêr gekom het om die skou by te 
woon en sodoende dit ‘n reuse 
sukses te maak. Veral die wat 
sonder die gerief van lugreeling 
die tog aangepak het en die hitte 
verduur het.

Om alles in plek te kry is ‘n 
reuse taak en lede van die Suid-
Kaapstreek wat bedank word vir 
hulle opofferings sluit in Kobus 
Harris, Peet Botha, Aldo van Zyl, 
Pieter Lourens en Dirk Lombard.

Daar is baie foto’s (te veel 
om hier te plaas) op die klub se 
Bakkiesboek (Face book) te sien 
oor die skou en die aand se braai.

Daar is na aanleiding van 
die klem vanjaar op die 50ste 
verjaarsdag van die W114/5 reeks, 
reeds navrae ontvang oor ‘n tema 
vir volgende jaar. Dit is nog bietjie 
vroeg om nou reeds te besluit, 
maar miskien die ikoniese Vlerkie 
se 60ste verjaarsdag? Met ‘n vooraf 
toer? Hou maar ons webblad en 
die Benzlens dop.

Groete tot die volgende skou  
op 9 en 10 Februarie 2019.

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION
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With the demands of everyday 
life and having multiple ‘fingers in 
the pie’ as it were, ‘bringing home 
the bacon’ drastically infringes on 
ones available time with which 
to attend functions and events, 
especially those associated with 
the 3 pointed star.

If you are a working man, 
planning for attending any event 
takes a fair amount of skill as 
inevitably that little fella called 
‘murphy’ is going to try his 
damndest to upset any plan.

It was with this in mind that I 
started my planning somewhere 
in 2017, probably mid year.  I 
intended to travel down to George 
in ‘Baby’.  The reason of course was 
that ‘baby’ and her kind ‘officially’ 
started their lives in 1968, which 
meant that 2018 is their 50th 
birthday year.

The usual ‘pre-trip’ banter, 
planning and alignment ensued 
and I had decided to leave with 
the main bunch of cars on Friday 
the 9th February.

A chance encounter with 

2018 GEORGE OLD CAR SHOW
By Andrew Hempel

the dominee Moolman in the 
preceding week of the George 
Show threw a spanner in the 
works, as he indicated that he 
would be leaving on the Thursday 
due to a ‘valuation workshop’ 
scheduled for the Friday morning.  
Now I had been wanting to do this 
for many years already and always 
missed the opportunity, so a quick 
call to the regional chairman and 
all was sorted.

I left East London midday in 
one of the hottest days that we 
have experienced.  My daughter 
Candice accompanied me as far as 
Port Elizabeth.  The car performed 
beautifully, albeit in searing 
38degree heat.  At all times the 
temperature gauge remained at 
around 80 degrees

I travelled solo from Port 
Elizabeth to George, and baby 
performed effortlessly, just like a 
‘new’ car should.

Coming through Knysna:
We had all booked into the 

Alpine Inn Hotel, and the dominee 
had kindly offered to collect my 

keys for me due to the fact that 
I only arrived around 8:30 that 
evening.  We had a couple of 
sundowners, which we had to 
drink quickly seeing as the sun 
had set a couple of hours earlier, 
and then we had a couple of 
drinks and a couple of ‘loopdops’ 
all before bedtime at around 10.

Bright and early the next day 
we arrived at Waldo’s abode 
for the workshop.  Spent some 
awesome time with friends and 
got some good ‘education’ in the 
process.  I was ‘chuffed’ to receive 
this….

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION
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I thoroughly enjoyed the interaction with other friends and colleagues in evaluating the various cars that 
Waldo had so generously put out for out scrutiny.

Of course a visit to Waldo’s place is akin to a child in a ‘sweetie shop’……… 
This was another highlight
 

I could sit and stare at these ‘rear ends’ all day long.  Saturday was the main event, the George Old Car Show.  
‘Baby’ felt quite at home…

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION
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 The George Show is ALWAYS 
a good and most enjoyable 
experience, and this was no 
exception. 

And then there were the 
‘overwhelming’ stands for model 
cars.  Now as some of you may 
know, this also is a ‘disease’ that 
we ‘suffer’ from.  I ended up 

restraining myself to 2 models.
As I intimated in the opening 

paragraphs of this missive – a 
working man is limited in time 
for luxuries such as attending 
events, especially ones which are 
some distance from ones home 
town.  This means that some of 
us, (read NOT yet retired), have to 

get back to ‘the grindstone’, so it 
was with heavy hearts that we set 
off for home early on the Sunday 
morning.  Breakfast was in Knysna 
and what a hearty breakfast it was, 
albeit that some members were 
able to put a ‘foot in the mouth’ 
whilst chatting over breakfast.  

 

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION

 The trip back home was 
without any serious issues.

Justin had the biggest smile 
on his face as he travelled down 
with Torben, but ‘lady luck’ 

smiled upon him when Warren 
Geyser requested him to take his 
beautiful green W115 220 back to 
East London.  I think Justin is still 
smiling from that trip.

Thanks to Torben for this 
absolutely stunning photo – it is 
one that will receive prominence 
in my album.
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We would like to thank the 
sponsor for the grille badges for 
the W114/W115’s that attended 
the George Old Car Show - 
FEROBRAKE

The Ferobrake brand was 
established in South Africa in 
1965 as a company that supplied 
brake and clutch products as well 
as services to mining, marine, 

aviation, commercial transport, 
passenger cars and rail. Today the 
brand still serves light to heavy 
duty vehicles, still specialising in 
all matters relating to clutch and 
brake repairs.

In George, the well-established 
franchise has been going for 
almost two decades. 

“Apart from being a tried and 

trusted specialist in the supply of 
clutch and brake kits, Ferobrake 
George has an expert workshop 
that handles all aspects of 
repairing brakes and clutches for 
customers,” says Pine Pienaar, 
owner of the franchise.

“Our premises are centrally 
located on Nelson Mandela 
Boulevard in George Industria and 
trained staff members are ready 
to provide assistance and advice.”

Today there are 25 Ferobrakes 
in of South Africa and Botswana, 
providing a wide regional 
footprint. All workshops are 
independently owned and trade 
under the Ferobrake name. The 
brand is managed by Maxifren, 
which is a division of Africa 
Automotive Aftermarket Solutions 
(formerly known as Midas), owned 
by the Imperial Group.
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For the umpteenth time, we 
anxiously watched the weather 
reports. During the week 
preceding our function, the 
weather was not suited for an 
outdoor function. Fortunately our 
luck lasted and on the morning 
of 10 December 2017 we woke to 
perfect weather.

According to our host Waldo, 
weather for our function in the 
preceding 12 years was never 
detrimental to an outdoor 
function. Once again his prediction 
was correct.

Thus, after hastily preparing 
our four wheeled ladies for the 
day, we arrived at the Benzeum. 
Approximately 65 members and 
spouses attended. 

As usual, two lambs on the 
spit was nearing perfection and 
our host, with the help of Kobus 
Harris was happily stirring. (The 
pap of course!)

Everybody settled quickly 
under the large tree that everyone 
who has seen it will remember it, 
which includes setting up and 
decorating tables, and then the big 
socialising started. The star ladies 
were inspected and discussed.

New members were being met 
and new friends were made.

Besides being one of our big 
social events, included in the day’s 
activities is our local concourse 
and election of the following 
year’s committee.

Our local concourse was 
won by Johan Kriel with 
his very 

scarce W124 AMG Convertible. 
Runner up was Kobus Harris’ 
E350.

As far as election of a 
committee is concerned, Pieter 
Lourens was not available for re-
election as secretary due to a busy 
touring year. Must be awesome 
to be a pensioner!  The Southern 
Cape is in his debt for a job well 
done.

The committee for 2018 
consists of the following:
• Chairman: 

Johan Sloet
• Secretary: 

Aldo van Zyl
Additional 

members: 
• Pieter 

Lourens and 
Chris Kuhn.

Every 
year a prize 
is awarded 
for the best 
laid and 
presented 
table. 
This year 
Wilfred and 
Pam Dicker 
walked away 
with the 
award.

A f t e r 
enjoying the 
lamb and  

pap and everything else that goes 
with a good meal, we were once 
again spoiled by our gracious 
hosts with a magnum ice cream.

As usual, all functions with our 
Mercedes family seems to speed 
by too fast and all to soon the time 
to go home arrived.

I am sure that every attendee 
had a splendid day.

We are once again indebted 
to the Scribante couple for their 
cordiality and especially for 
allowing us to park our old ladies 

on their lawn.

Southern Cape year end Function 2017
By Johan Sloet 
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The Northern Region Year-End Function is always 
something special and definitely a highlight on 
the regional calendar.  In the capable hands of our 
regional Events Coordinator, Suzette Bouwer, one 
can be absolutely certain of having something very 
special to look forward to!

On Sunday 10 December, 80 Northern Region 
members, spouses, families and invited guests made 
their way to Velmoré Hotel Estate in Erasmia to bid 
2017 adieu.

The first order of business was the region’s Annual 
General Meeting at which Sven Krassnokutski and 
Jan-Willem Wielsma were re-elected as Regional 
Chairman and Regional Secretary respectively and 
PJ Ryan was elected as Regional Vice-Chairman.  
Congratulations to the elected office-bearers.  On 
behalf of the region, I would like to extend our thanks 
for Pieter Booysen for standing in temporarily as Vice-
Chairman following Chris Carlisle-Kitz standing down 
from the position after his election as National Vice-
President.  I am very pleased that the Northern Region 
Committee members have all agreed to stay on for 

another year and would like to express my sincere 
thanks to the committee for their hard work over the 
past year.  I look forward to another busy and fun-
filled year with them.  In addition to the elected office-
bearers, the Northern Region committee for 2018 is:
• Suzette Bouwer – Events Coordinator
• Anna-Lee Dos Santos – Regional Membership 

Secretary
• Marcell Mostert – Social Media and Member 

Communications (including National Social 
Media)

• Carlos Cardoso – Events Organiser
• André Esterhuizen – Treasurer

We also look forward to Chris Carlisle-Kitz’s 
continued input and thank him for sharing his 
experience and wisdom with us.

2017 was a year in which many members in the 
region who do not serve on the committee were very 
involved in organising events and I would also like to 
extend a special word of thanks to them, as well as 
to our sponsors throughout the year at Mercedes-

Northern Region AGM and Year-End Function
By Sven Krassnokutski



21Volume 33 | March 2018 | No. 1

Benz South Africa and many of the 
Mercedes-Benz dealerships within 
the region.

With the formalities taken 
care of, all that remained for the 
afternoon was to enjoy a fitting 
send-off for 2017.  The hotel is 
set on expansive grounds with 
beautifully manicured gardens.  
Past the hotel’s fleet of Rolls-Royce 
courtesy cars (something we will 
definitely have to have a word with 
management about!), we were 
welcomed with champagne and 
orange juice and ushered into our 
beautifully decorated lunch venue 
– a welcome reprieve from the 
scorching summer sun outside.  
(Thank you, Clive, for parking the 

300SL in the hotel entrance and 
upstaging the Rollers!)  Suzette, 
never one to miss an opportunity, 
capitalised on the presence of the 
many beautiful Mercs adorning 
the parking lot to secure some 
new members for 2018!

A special word of thanks to 
Suzette, Hennie Nasveld and the 
team at Velmoré – the décor was 
spectacular and the lunch superb 
– a real highlight on which to end 
the year.  Thank you also to Anna-
Lee for sponsoring the gifts for all 
the members in attendance.  But 
the highlight of the afternoon, 
which could not be topped by 
anything else, was another 
opportunity to relax and spend 

time with our Mercedes-Benz 
Club family.  Thank you to all the 
members who attended this and 
other functions throughout the 
year.  Your participation in and 
enjoyment of events makes all 
the hard work behind running the 
region worthwhile.

By the time this is read by our 
members, we will be back at work, 
hopefully after an enjoyable and 
safe holiday.  I look forward to 
welcoming all the members back 
in 2018 and hope that you will 
enjoy another fun-filled year of 
enjoying your three-pointed stars 
with us.

NORTHERN REGION
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It has become a tradition 
that the Northern Region Year-
Opening Function is hosted by 
the large number of active Club 
members who live in Klerksdorp, 
many of whom are also members 
of the Klerksdorp Sports Car Club.

Over the years, the bar has 
been raised ever higher, and this 
year was no exception.  Instead of 
a relaxed drive to the West from 
Gauteng for a pleasant lunch, 
this year we were treated to a 
whole weekend away, in no less 
a renowned place than that town 
made famous on South African 
TV: Orkney.

The convoy from Gauteng did 
not go quite according to plan, with 
Friday afternoon Johannesburg 
traffic, work commitments and 
departures from many different 
points splitting up the travellers.  
Nonetheless, we all arrived at 
our destination safely, sooner 
or later.  This was the Orkney 
Golf Club, which was the venue 
for supper on Friday.  It was an 
evening of greeting friends again 
after the Festive Season, making 
new acquaintances and enjoying 
an evening of good ‘boerekos’ 
together.  It was also something 
of an education for some of us, 
with Pieter Booysen treating 
us to “Orkney” cappuccinos 
after supper.  We retired to our 
accommodations at The Key 
Guesthouse, preparing for a very 
early start the next day.

On Saturday morning, a group 
of enthusiasts proceeded on a 
tour to the Anglogold Ashanti 
Moab Khotsong mine.  This mine 
has the deepest single shaft it 
the world (but is not the deepest 
mine).  It was a very early start, 
with Leon Erasmus meeting us 
at 5.15am, and we all followed in 
convoy for the 20-odd kilometre 
drive from Orkney, to be at the 
mine at 6am.  True to form, they 
weren’t quite ready for us, so after 
about an hour, we all signed in, 

Northern Region Year-Opening Function
By Tania Borges and Sven Krassnokutski

and got our permits, in the form of 
access cards, which had to be on 
our person at all times.  (In spite of 
this requirement, some members 
of the party managed to lose their 
access cards, but what happens 
on tour stays on tour, so no names 
mentioned!)  Due to the security, 
you needed to use this card to 
access many different areas, and 
the mine can track where anyone 
is, at any time.

We went to their recreational 
hall with a magnificent thatched 
roof, where we had a bite for 
breakfast.  A safety officer from 
the mine then gave us a talk on 
how to operate the emergency 
oxygen pack, which you take 
with you underground.  We were 
then split: men went to the men’s 
change rooms and the ladies 
went to the ladies’ change rooms.  
We got changed into our mining 
outfits, which include an overall, 
a harness, a belt, gloves, elbow 
guards, knee guards, thick socks, 
boots & a helmet, which all felt like 
you were 50 kgs heavier!  Thank 
goodness there were two ladies in 
our group that had worked at this 

mine, and one was the daughter 
of Mercedes-Benz Club member 
Johan Coetzee, as I had a really 
hard time trying to figure out what 
went where!  We had a good giggle 
seeing each other in our outfits, 
as we all looked like astronauts 
or monsters, and were walking 
all funny due to our heavy steel-
capped boots.  We then moved 
through the lamp room, where 
we all signed for our lamps and 
emergency packs.

We then headed off to the cage 
(lift) where we all fitted in with the 
cage driver.  It felt rather crowded 
in the cage, despite us being only 
about sixteen people in a cage 
designed to take fifty!  Everything 
was closed up, and down we 
flew! Our first stop was the 77 
Level, which is where the pump 
station is, and we walked around 
this level, stopping a few times 
for an explanation, which was 
sometimes a little hard to hear 
due to the noise.  We then went 
back into a different cage, where 
we went even deeper, where the 
water reservoirs are.  This level 
was uncomfortably warm, due to 
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the fact that there was a problem 
with the fans on this level, so we all 
shed some liquid weight!  We then 
went down to Level 102, which 
is the second last level of this 
mine – 103 is the bottom of the 
shaft.  Here we saw crushed rock 
travelling along on conveyor belts, 
and being dumped into huge ‘skip 
bins’.  These bins transport the 
ore to the surface at unbelievable 
speeds.  Once there, it is treated 
to extract the gold. 

The trip back to the top was in 
a different cage, and this one had 
some openings, so it was lovely 
and cool.  Although it was dark, 
and wet, it was very refreshing.  A 

handful of us went into the hoist 
winding room, where we had an 
extremely interesting talk with 
the winder driver, who is the 
person responsible for controlling 
everything or anyone going down 
or up the mine shaft.

Most of us then went back 
to the change rooms for a much 
welcomed shower.  I must say, that 
removing all the heavy protective 
gear, was a lot more rewarding to 
me than my shower! 

After this most magnificent 
tour, we met back at the 
recreational hall, where the mine 
had prepared a fabulous lunch for 
us all!  Our guides joined us, and 

many of us had more questions to 
ask. 

This was such a wonderful 
opportunity, and we’d really like 
to thank Leon and his team for 
organising this tour.  And a big 
thank you to Moab Khotsong 
Gold Mine for their friendliness, 
professionalism and taking 
the time to make us all feel so 
welcome.

After regrouping at the guest 
house after a quick recuperative 
nap, the convoy gathered and 
headed towards Klerksdorp, 
where we were graciously hosted 
by Pieter and Almarie Booysen 
and spent some time admiring 
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some of the gorgeous cars of 
members of the Klerksdorp 
Sports Car Club as well as Pieter’s 
impressive collection of model 
cars and memorabilia.  

Our next stop was the 
workshop of Nico Fourie, who 
owns an unbelievable collection 
of Toyotas.  With our eyes already 
out on stalks, we then proceeded 
to his home, where we were able 
to appreciate even more of the 
history of another of South Africa’s 
leading motoring brands (though 
we know that nothing could ever 
usurp our beloved Stars!).

Dinner on Saturday at the 
guest house was preceded by a 

prize-giving which took note of 
many of the admirable (or not 
so!) attributes exhibited by some 
of our members.  Again, what 
happens on tour, stays on tour, 
but suffice it to say that no-one 
escaped unscathed…  We were 
again educated about life outside 
of Gauteng, and Jacky Lavin 
presented all the out-of-towners 
with a “Klerksdorp Survival Kit”.  
After another very sociable dinner, 
most of us turned in, exhausted 
after a busy day, but those die-
hards amongst us made sure that 
no-one slept very well until they 
were ready to go to bed sometime 
in the wee hours.

As always, all good things 
must come to an end, and after 
a breakfast together on Sunday 
morning, it was time to head back 
home.  I’m sure the Klerksdorp 
guys must have been relieved 
to wave us goodbye, with Leon 
even escorting us half way back to 
Potch to make sure we were really 
on our way!

Leon, Jacky and the Klerksdorp 
members – thank you for an 
unforgettable weekend.  Every 
time we think you have peaked, 
you continue to outdo yourselves 
the next time around.  We can’t 
wait to see what you have up your 
sleeves for us next year!
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As time goes by I have 
found that I have become more 
discerning and selective around 
which car shows or gatherings I 
attend. The reasons for this I will 
make apparent as I go along but 
needless to say I was excited when 
I heard the Piston Ring Club in 
Modderfontein would be our next 
club outing. Having not attended 
a gathering at the Piston Ring in 
at least a couple of years I was 
amazed at how large the turnout 
was and how the flea market has 
grown which inadvertently turned 
out to be one of the highlights of 
my morning.  After parking the 
SLC in the designated Mercedes-
Benz Club section, which was 
actually not big enough for all of 
us that arrived, I decided to go 
and get a bacon & egg roll and 
meander through the shaded 
forest market. Besides the usual 
souvenirs, novelties and party 
tricks on offer I got lost looking 
at old car parts, service manuals 
and model car collections. After 
once spending 2 weeks restoring 
four W123 hubcaps which cost 
me a pretty sum at the time I was 

chuffed to find 3 really battered 
hubcaps for the princely sum of 
R90 that will be hung upon my 
garage wall for decoration. 

So, getting back to my 
excitement about attending 
the meet at Piston Ring was the 
fact that the venue has a such 
a lovely, calm, old school charm 
about it, that so many of the 
commercialised so called classic/
vintage cars show lack these 
days. The Piston Ring is about 
real classics and not the suped-
up mass produced or how loud 
you can rev your engine. Instead 
an eclectic mix of European and 
Americana was on display, with 
our humble club having roughly 40 
cars on show. One of the things I 
have enjoyed about the Club since 
I joined is the fact that you do not 
always see the same cars over and 
over at the gatherings, instead I am 
guessing, members share the love 
across their collections displaying 
different cars over the year. This 
outing did not disappoint as there 
was balanced mix of old, not so 
old, 2 door, 4 door, cabriolet and 
coupe all gleaming in the warm 

Continental Day at the Piston Ring
By Cary de Sousa

Joburg sun. As always, certain 
cars always grab one’s attention 
and these days anything 2-door 
Mercedes gets mine. A beautiful 
W114 250C and an ever-elegant 
Pagoda parked on either side 
of me which set the scene for 
the day.  The casual chats with 
club members are insightful as 
someone always has knowledge 
to impart that helps you keep your 
classic in tip top form. I personally 
try to fix as much as my technical 
abilities allow and that is usually 
body, trim and interior related, 
so to get advice on how to fix one 
of my SLC’s back windows was a 
welcome conversation.

As usual when the Mercedes-
Benz Club of South Africa 
attends an event, the club is well 
represented, and I always get that 
feeling that the cool gang has 
arrived as you see the chrome 
three-pointed star beauties cruise 
in.  The Chairman of the Piston 
Ring Club obviously agrees, with 
Hilton Wolff’s V123 and Suzette 
Bouwer’s W111 Cabriolet being 
awarded the 1st and 2nd places 
for the Chairman’s choice of 
the day.  Well done, Hilton and 
Suzette!
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Date of first registration of 
this 260 Stuttgart goes back 
to 1 January 1928. The vehicle 
appeared to have started off as 
a “Taxi” in Windhoek, Namibia 
before first appearing in South 
Africa. Licence numbers TRB 
34382, TP 893 & LKZ 268T bare 
testimony of its existence in 
South Africa as recorded in the 
three Benz Lens magazines over 
the past 3 decades. The vehicle 
belonged to Piet Fouche (Pretoria 
Brick) for many years spending 
around 17 years on loan to the 
Daimler Chrysler Museum in East 

London, Eastern Cape.
Roley Nöffke (current owner) 

purchased the vehicle in 2003 
(from the Late Estate of Piet 
Fouche) and kept it under cover 
until restoration started in 2010.

The vehicle was completed 
stripped down and meticulously 
restored with the help of Andreas 
Modrzewski. It was established 
that the car was originally painted 
black when the body tub was 
stripped down and not two-tone 
green as previously displayed. 
Sections of many body panels 
had to be remade and even some 

The star of the 2017 Concourse 
By Andre Esterhuizen

engine components such as the 
radiator grill and thermostat 
housing were constructed from 
drawings and photographs. The 
body was completely refurbished 
by Andreas before being sent to 
Steve DuPont of Body Technique, 
Midrand for respraying.

The upholstery was redone by 
Chris Vermeulen from Pretoria and 
the engine rebuilt by Tony Neves 
of Rutland Motor Engineering, 
Newlands, Johannesburg. Diesel 
Electric, Wynberg, Gauteng 
sourced a ring gear and Bosch 
starter motor in Europe for the 
car. Glen Smith of Vintage and 
Classic Reproductions, Brisbane, 
Australia reproduced the window 
and door handles.  
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The car was recently the Prix 
d’Etat prize winner at the 2017 
Mercedes-Benz Club Concourse 
competition.

Here is a few brief specifications 
of the car:
Manufacturer: Mercedes-Benz
Model: 1928 Mercedes-Benz 260 
(W11) Stuttgart 
Owner: Roley Nöffke 
Club: Mercedes-Benz Club & 
Piston Ring Club
Engine type and Capacity: 
Six-cylinder, 2 581 cc  
Power output: 50 bhp/38 kW at 3 
400 rpm                      
Transmission: Three-speed 
manual, rear-wheel-drive
Acceleration: 0-60 km/h in 25 
seconds (estimated)
Top speed: 50 mph - 90 km/h
Price new in 1928: DM 300 + 

taxes (estimated)
Numbers built: 6757 between 
1928 & 1933  

The Stuttgart 260 was 
available in the same range of 
variants as the two-litre model. 
The better-equipped variant of 
the 260 models was called the 
“luxury” version. Exterior signs 
of the superior equipment level 
included nickel-plated bumpers, 
hub plates, window frames and 
headlamps. The radiator cap 
and headlamp connecting rods 
were likewise in polished metal. 
The instrument panel was more 
comprehensively equipped with 
the conventional speedometer as 
well as the standard clock, and the 
rear luggage rack featured a large 
trunk with a smaller trunk inside 
or duel spare wheels. 

The standard equipment also 
included protective spring gaiters. 
High-grade fabrics were used in 
the interior. The choice of interior 
fabric as well as the colour of 
the paintwork could be specified 
according to the personal 
preferences of the customer.

Production of the Stuttgart 260 
started in September 1928 and 
reached volume production level 
in February 1929, at the same 
time as manufacture start-up for 
the standard version of the two-
litre model. The more luxurious 
and sportier variants undoubtedly 
benefited from the enhanced 
power of the 2.6 litre engine. In 
the year of its launch, the Stuttgart 
260 reached a volume of 3640 
vehicles, with a total of 6757 being 
produced.

NORTHERN REGION



28 Volume 33 | March 2018 | No. 1

NORTHERN REGION

Whenever the average 
Joe that shops at the Spar in 
my neighbourhood that has 
absolutely no idea of cars would 
spot me driving my black 1966 
230S, such a Joe would usually ask 
me if I have a collection of cars.  It 
is then that I page through all the 
chapters of my mind, regretting 
the sale of each classic Mercedes 
I ever had.  Whenever I sold a car, 
I always thought that I was the 
richest man in the club with the 
little profit I made – and – that 
a better car than the one I had 
would come up.  Ha.  It didn’t quite 
yet.

I was always in search of a nice 
nice base model W108 250S/280S 
that is the direct successor of my 
fintail so that I can also build the 
“collection” that an average Joe is 
constantly enquiring about.  But 
I wanted a nice car, so I had to 
finish off an average W108 I had 
and sell it too in anticipation of a 
prized one to come my way.

Then one day, at a braai 
in December 2017, I got the 
opportunity to purchase Lucozade.  
After many negotiations and plans 
made – I sold three of my cars to 
be able to make enough room for 
Lucozade.  The day I got Lucozade, 
I went to bed that evening and took 
the pack of books and manuals I 
received with it along.

It was only when I opened the 
front page of the maintenance 
booklet that I realised I got a classic 
that is as familiar to the Mercedes-
Benz Club of South Africa as Riaan 
Cruywagen is to South African 
households.

Lucozade, the 1969 W108 
280S Columnshift Manual with 
registration number TO 8191 was 
bought new at Union Motors in 
Springs, by a certain Mr Sias Nel 
of Brakpan.  When Nel thought 
it good to sell the car, a young, 
very friendly and compassionate 
Mercedes-Benz lover Mr. Steve 
Rademeyer bought the car from 

The story of Lucozade, an editor’s type of car
By Stephen Kaalsen

him in 1986.  That would make 
Lucozade known to the club since 
August 5th of 1986.   Rademeyer 
would however proceed to sell the 
car to Dr. Theo Odendaal for R 10 
000,00 some time later – so in the 
club it remains.  In some of those 
years, Dr. Odendaal was one of the 
honoured Benz Lens editors and 
this car suit Odendaal as stately as 
what his medical degree title did.

In 1988 Philip Kannemeyer 
decided to buy an older Mercedes 

as his W123 240D was too new 
and, at the time, wasn’t much 
of a collector car.  He was very 
attracted to the beauty of cars 
from the ‘50’s and ‘60’s. They were 
the classics, with more chrome, 
leather and wood.  So on his 40th 
birthday (15 May 1988), Christina 
gave her blessing and consented 
to him buying the 280S. Within 
some reasonable time frame, 
Odendaal handed not only the 
editor’s pen to Philip Kannemeyer 
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who would be the Benz Lens 
editor for many a year, but he also 
handed the keys of Lucozade to 
Philip.  Little did he know that he 
would own this car for almost 30 
years.  Philip also fell in love with 
the car, and no itch made him sell 
the car.  Yet.

Why the name Lucozade?  
Maybe because it recharges your 
mood when turning the key the 
same as a drink of Lucozade would 
do, but also because it carried the 
Transvaal registration number of 
LCZ 323 T.  LCZ (Lucozade)

The first documented club run 
this car completed was in 1988 
when it participated in the Berta 
Benz Centenary Rally where it 

received its first grille badge.  It 
also featured at the Gold Rush 
Rally in 1989 at the Voortrekker 
Monument where it qualified for a 
grille badge too.  Philip regarded 
this car as one of his most reliable 
cars he owned, and that he did 
not hesitate to take Lucozade on 
a far trip.  It featured at many 
club runs and has a few AGM’s 
on its clock.  Some other runs 
where Lucozade featured were 
at the National Concourse on 24 
September 1995, where it was the 
runner up in its class.  It featured 
at the Tour of the Century Rally in 
Berea Park on 4 Jan 1997.  It also 
got marked present at a Visit to 
DaimlerChrysler SA by MBCSA 

in East London on 25 April 1999.  
Among lots of public appearances, 
it was also once seen at Loopspruit 
Wine Farm with the club back in 
the day.

It owns the two grille badges 
of the Berta Benz Centenary Rally 
and the Gold Rush Rally from 
1989.  It boasts with an MBCSA 
club badge, a SAMCA badge and 
a 10 year club commemoration 
badge of 1995 which was held at 
the Gariep Dam.  The car won a 
concourse grille badge in 1995, 
which has never been put on the 
car.

This car is extremely special 
to me, as it is still in its original, 

NORTHERN REGION
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unmolested, maintained and 
cared state.  It features its original 
jack, original toolkit with all original 
tools in it and it is complete.  It has 
an original box of spare fuses in 
the tool kit as it came from the 
factory.  It has its original key in 
the genuine leather flip holder as 
it should be.  It features an owner’s 
manual, maintenance booklet, 
catalog B technical manual and 
dealer guide nestled in its brown-
and-transparent book pouch.  It 
has a period correct Pioneer Auto-
eject radio, with a manual aerial.  
And that is it.  No airconditioner, 
no power steering.  No automatic 
gearbox.  No sunroof, no stacked 
headlights, no fuel injection, no 
nothing.

I am privileged and blessed to 
be the owner of an honest and 
very well kept car.  It is not only a 
special car to me because of the 
condition it is in and the way the 
previous owners of the club took 
care of it, but because of the rich 
history it has in the club.  I happen 
to be the fourth Benz Lens Editor 
to own this car and it forms part 
of a legacy.  Yes a legacy to keep 
in my family, but also a legacy 
to keep in the club.  From being 
owned by the first pioneering club 
president and Benz Lens editor 
Steve Rademeyer, fourth Benz 
Lens editors later, it is still here.    

What a privilege! What a car!  
An editor’s type of car!  Long live 
Lucozade!
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This feast of St Valentine was 
celebrated with love and affection 
by a record number of 62 people 
of the Northern Region on Sunday 
11 February 2018.  The convoy to 
The Farm Inn at Silverlakes Road, 
Pretoria, started from the Shell 
Ultra City at Samrand.  Cars came 
from all over the region including 
the Klerksdorp clan!   

St Valentine had lots in store 
for everybody!  Some adults and 
children were suitably entertained 
on a one-and-a-half hour game 
drive as well as a Valentine’s feast.  
The Farm Inn Country Hotel and 
Wildlife Sanctuary is a privately 
owned Country Hotel and 
Conference Centre on the eastern 
outskirts of Pretoria.  Nestled 
on a rocky outcrop under the 
African sun, the Farm Inn Country 
Hotel’s unmatched hospitality and 
the warm of thatch, stone and 
natural materials make it a luxury 
home away from home.  What a 
wonderful place for St Valentine to 

fire his arrows into the hearts of 
our members in order to rekindle 
the fires of love!   

Valentine’s car of choice was 
obviously a Mercedes as the 
choice parking spot were reserved 
for Mercs only, with Ponton’s, 
Convertibles and SL’s taking pride 
of place.   

Upon entering a spectacular 
array of red and white, there 
was no doubt which day we were 
celebrating!  Everybody found 
a Valentine’s gift at their seat - a 
beautiful Body Shop hand cream 
was a lovely gift to add luxury to 
the aura of the day!   

Sven Krassnokutski, the 
Chairman, addressed and 
welcomed all, and in the absence 
of the Vice-President, brought 
greetings from the President who 
was doing duty at the George 
Motor Show.  He sketched the 
scene for the day, reminded 
everyone to book for the 
upcoming AGM and thanked the 

organiser (and generous sponsor 
for the day – editor’s note), Anna-
Lee Dos Santos. This was followed 
by scrumptious feast of starters, 
countless mains and fabulous 
puddings.  It was obvious from 
the noise, fun and laughter that 
everybody had a wonderful 
time.  Added to this, 10 lucky 
prize winners walked away with 
fabulous gifts! It was encouraging 
to meet new members as well as 
long standing members that we 
have not seen for many years!  
Shynelle Greeff won the best en-
route photo competition posted 
on the Valentines Whatsapp 
group, which allows her free 
entry to the next Club outing (see 
photo).  There were many other 
exciting photo’s posted. 

Members enjoyed the game 
drives and some chose to interact 
with the tame animals.   

St Valentine finally started 
saying goodbye well on into the 
late afternoon.  What a lovely day!! 

VALENTINE’S LUNCH
Anna-Lee Dos Santos

NORTHERN REGION
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Many years ago, the founder of our 
region, that amazing human whose 
hard work, sweat and dedication 
made this region into what it is 
today, initiated “The Chairman’s 
Braai” that started of each year 
while he was the Chairman of our 
region. Christopher Carlisle-Kitz 
and Anna-Lee dos Santos single-
handedly hosted this event every 
January. When Avish became 
chairman, we both knew what big 
shoes we had to fill.  
Tradition is very important to 
us and we are very proud to say 
that we have carried this tradition 
through with great pride. Nothing 
gives us greater pleasure than 
hosting all our members, our 

Mercedes-Benz family, to our 
Chairman’s Braai to start of 
each year. This year, we had the 
absolute delight of hosting it at a 
very special club member, Vinesh 
Ramdass’s penthouse at The Sails 
on the Point Waterfront. The 
venue in itself would hypnotise 
you with its breathtaking views of 
the ocean and Durban Harbour. 
You feel as if you could put your 
hand out and touch the many 
ships going in and out.
Catering was done by Rajan of 
Kennedy Mutton Market who had 
us all salivating with the divine 
smells coming through from 
his spit braai. He left our event 
wanting desperately to join our 

club as he fitted right into our 
group of friends.
A very special treat was having 
Antony, Genevieve and Ben 
Cousens of Antony Cousens 
Photography spoil us with his 
amazing gift of photography. We 
went all out and decked ourselves 
in all white just for him. 
The day turned out humid but 
overcast, typical Durban Summer 
weather that keeps you on the 
edge of your seat: “Will it rain or 
won’t it?” and in true Bollywood 
style, the heavens opened up just 
as our first guests arrived. But as 
true Durbanites, we took it all in 
good stride and in a few minutes it 
was all over with rays of sunshine 

Opening Event 2018: Chairman’s Braai 28 January 2018

NATAL REGION
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peeking through the clouds. 
Samoosas, wine, laughter and 
good conversation started to flow, 
reminiscing the year gone by, 
catching up on family moments, 
Christmas and New Year and  
most still in shock that hosting 
our first AGM was actually done 
and dusted. Yep, we had quite a 
number of things to smile about! 
Just before lunch, Mr Chairman 
said a few word, ok, let’s be honest, 
he said quite a lot but the gist of 
it was how happy he is to host 
everyone at the Chairman’s Braai 
every year and that it is his way of 
saying Thank You to the members 
in KZN for entrusting him with 
his position and their unwavering 
loyalty and support throughout 
the year. 
Lunch was served and what a 
scrumptious affair it was. Since 
there never is a curfew at our 
Durban events, we wined and 
dined until late into the evening, 
even swimming at the penthouse 
rooftop pool and being snapped 
beautifully up in the rooftop 
garden as well. What a splendid 
start to 2018! 

NATAL REGION
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A wise person once said 
“It takes team work to make the 
dream work” and I could not 
agree more. Our KZN family have 
been through many experiences 
in 2017, from the stressful yet ex-
citing feelings of hosting our first 
AGM and National Gathering, to 
our relaxed and organised car 
events such as the annual Cars 
in the Park and Scottsburgh Car 
Show where the public are shown 
all we have to offer as a club. 
These events could have not been 
pulled off as successfully as they 
did if it were not for our team who 
put in painstaking hours and end-
less hard work, usually behind-
the-scenes to deliver our best. It 
is because of you that this team 
becomes the dream team thus 
making this club, the dream club. 

Therefore, after the hectic year 
it seemed only fitting that we had 
a day to kick back, relax and rem-
inisce over the year that we had 
and plan our future to make 2018 
even better.

It all started on the 18th of No-
vember at Durban’s North Beach 
where members enjoyed a sump-
tuous breakfast at Circus Circus 

Café where we all caught up and 
got ready to head out together 
to Pietermaritzburg by means of 
convoy. 

Pietermaritzburg is a 45-min-
ute drive from Durban and is 
rich in natural beauty with abun-
dant greenery, sweet smells and 
sounds. This year we were warmly 
greeted and hosted by the always 
so generous, hospitable and hum-
ble Warren Geyser and family. 

We were treated to remarkable 
cars, music and of course food! 
However, before we got ahead 
of ourselves and indulged in all 
of the above we had our annual 
general meet-
ing, which was 
chaired by our 
“dear-to-many” 
Chairman Avish 
Maharaj who 
discussed all 
matters past, 
present and 
for the future 
of our club. 
After hear-
ing what is 
in store for 
the club, one 

cannot help but feel thrilled to start 
the New Year with a new chapter 
to fill with more adventures. Our 
region also decided to retain our 
present committee, which is Av-
ish Maharaj as Chairman, War-
ren Geyser as Vice-Chairman and 
Des Armstrong as Secretary and 
events co-ordinator. 

Guests of honour at our func-
tion were Hans & Annamarie 
Coetser with their friend Steve 
Smith from America who has also 
completed the Cannonball Race. 
Hans won this race in 2014 on an 
Indian Scout 1924 600cc. He also 
had on show his Matchless 1913 
7b 1000cc of which he finished the 

2016 Can-

KZN Year End Function 
By: Nikita Deyal
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non-
ball. He also brought 

his 1955 XK 140 Jaguar. Dave & 
Noelene Cannon were also guests 
and he brought his 1964 MGB 
Roadster. Dave and Warren were 
born in the same year, did their 
Military training together and cel-
ebrated their 21st in Angola dur-
ing the height of the bush war and 
became great friends.

The meeting was adjourned 
and the party started. Firstly, we 
got to admire Warren Geyser’s 
impressive car museum, which is 
always eye candy.

M y 
personal favourite 

was probably the red 230 SL that 
was on display, I am pretty sure I 
heard “Lady in Red” in my head as 
I admired the beauty.  

Then it was not for long until I 
heard the talented musician play-
ing music for all members. 

In our culture, and if I remem-
ber correctly Avish touched on this 
at the Gala Dinner, we say guest is 
god. Warren, Dody and Mia Gey-
ser and Hamblins staff truly out-
did themselves in this and made 
everyone feel right at home and 
feel like a god/goddess. There 

were drinks continuously served 
without you having to lift a finger 
and the food was delicious. 

We ended off the day with the 
cutting of the beautifully made 
Mercedes-Benz cake and a vote of 
thanks thereafter everyone spent 
the afternoon at their own leisure. 

Thank you for another spec-
tacular year dream team. Wishing 
all our members a fabulous New 
Year, the best is yet to come.
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So I have been on the hunt for 
a nice W114/ 115 for some years 
now and one popped up a while 
back, well if I must be brutally 
honest, like 20 months ago while 
back, but of course $$$$ were a 
little problem.

I looked at the car, which had 
been posted on the MBCSA forum, 
and my heart said one thing whilst 
my mind/brain said something 

completely different.
 I ended up sending an e-mail 

to the owner.... thinking that I was 
‘shooting in the dark’ and as luck 
would have it a deal was ‘struck’.....

The impending 2018 George 
Show was coming up and with the 
special occasion of the celebration 
of 50 years of the /8, coupled with 
a special edition grille badge, I just 
had to make a plan to attend.

This plan nearly unravelled 
though, as I still had to collect the 
car in Johannesburg where it had 
kindly been stored for me, but 
some deft footwork and tenacity 
paid off and I was able to collect 
Baby on the 26th January 2018

Meet BABY.....

BABY
BY Andrew Hempel

 And pointed the nose 
southwards

The car performed beautifully, 
except of course for the speedo 
needle sitting at 30kph.... this 
despite me keeping up with and 
occasionally passing fellow road 
users on the N1 south.......   

At a lye-by just before the 
Kroonvaal plaza I decided to stop 
to stretch my legs and relieve some 

pressure.....
The trip 

was going 
beautifully.   
I was 
r e l a x e d 
and I was 
m a k i n g 
good time.

Of course no trip is without 
that little ‘Murphy fella’!

Left Jozi early ‘Sundee’ morning around 7: thirsty........
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I was overtaking a truck and 
heard a sound outside the car 
which happened to be the right 
rear hubcap which had decided 
to make a departure. I watched 
in the rear view mirror as it rolled 
along the road behind me.

I was committed to overtaking 
the truck so I did that and made a 
note of where I thought the hubcap 
landed. Now the hubcaps on this 
car are not in the best of shape, 
in fact they need replacement, so 
while it was rolling the thought 
crossed my mind to just carry on 
and leave the damn thing, but you 

know there is ALWAYS that little 
voice which confuses one’s brain.

So I performed a U-turn 
and went back, parking where I 
thought the hubcap left the road 
and I put the hazards on and I got 
out and walked,  searching the 
long grass on the verge. 

I nearly gave up a couple of 
times, but about 400 metres away 
from the car I finally found it lying 
near the fence.

I walked back to the car, 
unlocked and got in, put the 
key in the ignition and turned 
....... NOTHING....... absolutely 

NOTHING! Your brain goes into 
overdrive...... “Goodness I must’ve 
left it in DRIVE...” ...... oh shit... 
hang on this is a manual.... not 
automatic....... dammit....... you 
break into that sweat!

.... AND then it happened........... 
You know..... The one where 
you get that call........... The one 
you always dread......... from 
NATURE......... wanting to discuss 
the current political climate and of 
course the situation in which you 
find yourself in at that moment.

Fortunately I had a fax roll on 
the boot.

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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Now the Free State is fairly 
flat...... well quite flat as a matter 
of fact....... and the sides of the 
road, especially on this stretch is 
kind of barren when it comes to 
offering any semblance of privacy. 
Especially for important calls like 
the one I had to take.

So fax roll in hand I stepped 
away from the car to the just 
above knee-height grass and ‘took 
a seat’ in order to continue these 
very important discussions.

The cows in the field must be 
scarred for life having to endure 
the sight they were subjected to, 
but nevertheless they voiced their 
concerns and issues in silence as 
they stared with jaws moving.

Having put some thoughts 
down on paper, I had come up 
with a plan.  I phoned a young lady 
that I know in Bloem for help.   She 
took pity upon me and made a call 
to someone who knows someone 
who knows someone.

I was assured that “help is 
on the way” and I was given a 
number to phone, but alas after 
5 unanswered calls I was getting 
a little concerned, so I phoned the 
young lady in Bloem again

More assurances followed, I 
called the number again and the 
nice lady who was closest to me, 
33.9 kms away to be exact assured 
me that she had despatched her 
able bodied recovery man to 
assist.

As stated earlier, that little 
Murphy was riding as passenger, 
coz I had managed to stop the 
car on the most level piece of real 
estate tar in the Free State.

I could get the car moving by 
myself but not enough to give 
me enough momentum to get in, 
slam it into 2nd and ‘kick start’ the 
car..........

I just needed a little “PUSH’
Another half hour later, still no 

sign of the ‘recovery man’ which 
led to another 3 phone calls, and 
then I get the ‘news’ when the lady 
who “despatched her helper” an 
hour ago tells me she forgot that 
her helper was despatched the 
afternoon before to Johannesburg!

 REALLY are you kidding me, but 
I must not stress as she is going 
to phone the ‘highway patrol’ as 
they are closer to me and they will 
assist.    Another 45 minutes later, 
NOTHING and the sun! She is hot 
and cooking, I phone again and 
she says she is going to check.

She phones back with the news 
that the highway patrol is on the 
Bloemfontein side of Ventersburg, 

but they will be with me shortly.
In all this time I tried to 

‘solicit’ assistance from ‘passing 
motorists’.

I got waved at, hooted at,  
looked at like I’d fallen out of an 
apple, I even had a ‘goose’ blow 
me a kiss.

I mean...... “ALL I NEEDED WAS 
SOMEONE TO HELP ME WITH A 
LITTLE PUSH’

So, I stopped at this spot around 
08H50 and we had progressed in 
time to 11H10 

I again phoned Helga 
(Kroonstad) to find out if 
Kroonstad has a Midas.  Yes is 
the answer I get.  I ask what time 
Midas Kroonstad closes?     I get 
told at 13H00. I ask if she is sure?  
Yes definitely 13H00 she assures 
me.     I tell her I’m going to need a 
new battery, and can she do me a 
favour?   If I don’t get there before 
13H00, can she request someone 
to just wait for me?    YES, OF 
COURSE she assures me.

Highway patrol (read SAPS) 
finally arrives at 11:34 and I explain 
the situation, to which I get the 
response… “BUT WHY DID YOU 
STOP HERE?”  So I explain again... 
well I lost a hubcap........ “Yes but 
why you stop”..... Well I had to look 
for it..... So I had to get out of..... ag 
never mind.... I needed a moment 
so I had to stop......

Can you just help me with a 
push?  “OK, wait for kas to be 
gone” – can’t have the public see a 
‘pohleesman’ pushing a car......

I get the push; car takes and 
purrs into life after like 3 metres.         
I kid you not.     I hand off ‘coldrink 
money’ and plenty ‘thank you’s’..... 
I’m on the road - its 11:40.....

Something at the back of my 

brain says..... “Walther..... you 
better hurry...... that Midas is 
closing at 12..... and your Helga 
did NOT phone...”

So I burn it down the drag, into 
Reitz street, I find Midas (read time 
of 12H00) and the people have just 
‘LOCKED’ the front door, with tyres 
squealing, I make a U-turn into the 
parking.........

I jump out and the man tells 
me they are closed. “sorry - come 
back tomorrow”.....

I think the desperation on my 
face and the fact that I tell him 
I’m from East London and that 
my battery is buggered and that I 
desperately need help makes him 
change his mind, so he opens, I get 
a new battery, we fit it and ‘voila’ ... 
the car starts first turn of the key.

I’m relieved and happy and on 
the road again, BUT something in 
the back of my brain keeps telling 
me that this is NOT the battery’s 
fault.

I talk to uncle Louis in Bloem - 
he tells me its the alternator that’s 
‘kaput’

I tend to believe him, so I 
use all electrical items, wipers, 
headlamps, fan etc only in 
absolute emergencies.

The rest of the journey went 
without fanfare and the car rode 
like a dream.

I kept lights off right up until 
Queenstown when it got too 
dark to actually see, I had to use 
headlights and wipers as it was 
drizzling and the mist was like pea 
soup!

I realised that the alternator 
was not working when after 
Stutterheim the headlamps were 
like candles and getting worse the 
further I went and to add insult to 
injury, the car had also developed 
a misfire and jerk at lower speeds 
- all indications of insufficient 
charging.

I pulled into the yard at home 
just before 9pm, what a day...... 
what an experience....... BUT it was 
awesome.

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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EC CLUB RUN TO KOMGA SHOW 2017
(By Erald Hohls)

In October the EC Region once again supported 
the annual Komga Show held at their Agricultural 
Show Grounds.

The atmosphere was great and apart from the 
usual show offerings, they had 

n i c e 

stalls, traditional dancing, a Scottish Pipe Band, excel-
lent food and live entertainment.

The Harley Davidson Club was there with some 
nice looking bikes as well. 

After two runs around the arena together with 
some agricultural tractors, we parked the cars in 

front of the stand which made a really nice picture. 
We mingled with the locals there and had a nice 

steak with a beer or two for lunch.
Thank you very much to club member Les Trol-

lope for hosting us so well there, it was great fun.

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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SAVING AN HISTORIC BEAUTY FROM OBLIVION
By Lawrence Kropf

 Only the over optimistic or just plain crazy would 
even think about restoring a 1935 Mercedes Benz 
200C Cabriolet(W21) from a pile of scrap when only 
the basic chassis, body and suspension are found 
lying in the open.

My part in the revival of this car started when I was 
looking for a new project after having completed the 
restoration on my Pagoda 250sl, which had turned 
out to be a real stunner, but this time I was looking 
for a pre-war car. They have that romantic aura 
with those large external head lights, flared fenders, 
running boards and fold up bonnet.

I looked at many makes, but being Star stuck, I 
could not find anything that appealed to me. There 
was no Mercedes Benz available outside collections 
or museums for sale until Norman Hickel told me 
about a car that belonged to Wynand Swanepoel 
which may be for sale.

Wynand informed me that he had commissioned 
the rebuild of the car, but that he was very 
disappointed in the workmanship. He was intending 
to strip it and start again. 

After many months of arm wrestling he finally 
agreed to sell me the car and I took delivery in 
November 2016. The first impression of the car 
was that the old rebuild needed to be refreshed, 

but on closer inspection I was not satisfied with the 
workmanship and decided to strip the entire car and 
remove the body to start from scratch. 

After a lengthy search I found out that it was the 
only one in the country and that created problems as 
there was no other car to reference it to for originality. 
The internet was the only place where there were 
pictures, even these had variations. The colour was a 
metallic silver and blue which was not of the period. 

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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The bird catcher grill was from an early W15 170. The 
dismantle exposed so many problems and obvious 
lack of attention to detail, missing or shoddy trim, 
sections that did not even resemble the original and 
wiring that looked like it was installed as a temporary 
method to get the car running. The doors, bonnet 
and boot lid did not line up or fit correctly. Seats had 
been bolted to the floor boxing with no rails.                                                                                            

The engine and gearbox were removed and the 
chassis was cleaned and painted. Suspension and 
brakes had previously been reconditioned. Engine 
and gearbox were cleaned and painted only as they 
had been reconditioned according to Wynand. The 
completed chassis, ready for the body, was displayed 

at the George Old Car Show in February 2016.
The original colour appeared to be white, but 

I wanted something more striking. The internet 
pictures provided me with many colour combinations, 
some of them obviously not original. I settled on a 
cream body with maroon/brown fenders.  

The body was taken to Star Centre, East London 
for prep and paint. The doors and body had to be 
worked on to get the best fit, given the fact that a lot 
had been eroded away and had to be hand fabricated. 
The body was then fitted to the chassis and aligned to 
ensure the doors and bonnet lined up.

After searching the internet, the dash and door 
caps were fabricated from wood and stained, seats 
recovered with leather and carpets fitted accordingly. 
Seat rails and adjusting racks had to be made. Missing 
bright work was manufactured from stainless steel 
and polished. Existing chrome work was sent for 
re-chroming. The original canvas top was used as a 
template for a new one.

The purists may say that the car is not restored 
to original specifications, but given the age and lack 
of original parts it is a miracle that the car could be 
restored at all.

The end result is an attractive car that can be 
appreciated by all. It has been a pleasure to restore it 
to its former beauty.

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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EASTERN CAPE REGION

The Eastern Cape Region of the Mercedes-Benz 
Club had a most enjoyable End-of year function at 
the Komga Country Club on Sunday 26th November 
2017.

This coincided with the Amatola Run to Kei Road, 
which is an annual 70km run for all Motor Clubs of 
the greater East London area.

All in all there were some 110 cars on the run via 
the N6 to Kei Road including 14 Mercedes-Benz Club 

Mercs. It was an awesome sight to see all the cars on 
the road which were later displayed at Kei Road.

We spent some time at Kei Road and from there 
proceeded to Komga for our Year-end function. 27 
people join us for a lovely country lunch catered for 
by the Komga Country Club and it was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone. 

After the lovely lunch, we all drove back to East 
London via the N2. 

EASTERN CAPE YEAR - END FUNCTION 2017
By Erald Hohls
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2 December 2017 was the 
date that was set aside for this 
glamorous occasion, and what an 
understatement that was!

The dress code for the event 
was 50s American Diner. I rushed 
off to the local party shop, and 
bought some braces and a nice 
Frank Sinatra hat.  Armed with my 
50’s outfit we all gathered at Fanie 
du Preez’s newly built “museum”.

At the front entrance three 
VERY attractive ladies greeted us 
in proper 50’s style, a 1958 Buick 
Special (Theo Potgieter), a 1959 
Chevrolet Impala (Louis Coetzer) 
and a 1956/7 Borgward Isabella 
coupe (Des Bosch)

With Elvis and his ‘Jail house 
rock’ we entered the new premises 
on the red carpet into the 
American style diner where the 
sight of tables with very colourful 
chequered table cloths, colourful 
balloons and polka dot serviettes 
awaited us. Long Play Albums 
were our place mats and 50’s style 
model cars were the decorations 
on the tables.

Most of the members came 
to the party with their 50’s outfits 
and especially Jaco and Annalie 
Kachelhoffer looked spiffy with 
their rendition of Al Capone and 
Marilyn Monroe! 

The display of Mercedes Benz 
cars inside the ‘Diner’ was awe 
inspiring! No less than 6 Pontons (5 
from Fanie and one from Annalie), 
a Ponton Bakkie (Pick up) from 
Japie Vos that looked more like a 
peppermint ice cream. Fintails, 
108’s, Panzerwagens (107’s).  
Fanie’s all-time club champion 
concourse winner W123 280E with 
his original 27000km was also 
on display and all the “old ladies” 
greeted us with their shine and 

YEAR END BASH 2017
By Theo Potgieter
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charm. Even a 1965 Ford Mustang 
convertible and a Ford Fairmont 
GT were there to add to the 
glamour.

The chef (imported from 
Johannesburg) Gert, prepared one 
of the juiciest and biggest burgers 
I had in years and like at a proper 
diner, there were Milkshakes 
and American cheesecake. The 
music took us back to the era 
of Adenhauers and Cadillac’s, 
Elvis and Cliff Richard. After a 
request from Deon Nel, I took the 
microphone and sang a couple 
of songs (no way of saying no 
to our distinguished Kimberley 
members). In short it was an 
amazing event, planned with care 
and an eye for every detail by 
Chairman Chris Kühn and the rest 
of the Central Region committee. 
Huge thanks to Fanie and Anita 
Du Preez again for the use of their 
venue. I am proud to be associated 
with these precious and special 
friends and the Mercedes-Benz 
Club Central Region family.

Long live the 3-pointed star!
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CENTRAL REGION

On 27 January 2018 the 
Central Region had their first 2018 
function at our barn – the one 
where a few beautiful old ladies 
of the vehicular kind are looked 
after and cherished.  Well…….in all 
fairness to Jaco, the other old lady 
on the premises is also looked 
after quite well!  

As it is customary in our part of 
the country, the menu consisted 
of meat, meat and more meat 
sprinkled with a bit of salad and 
Ciabatta bread.  My “world famous 

2018 KICK-OFF FUNCTION
By Annalie Kachelhoffer

punch” quenched the thirst and 
as I do suspect, delivered quite a 
number of punches on the next 
day as well. 

The evening was filled with 
laughter and good cheer and as 
always, I was left in wondrous 
awe of this star passion which 
just never stops supplying various 
Mercedes-Benz related topics to 
discuss over and over again.  Men 
and their Mercs – impossible to 
separate!!
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The committee of the Benz-Lens Magazine challenge all our members to submit 
their own personal stories and images. The winning articles will be published in the 

quarterly magazine and on our digital media. Annual prizes will be awarded according 
to contributions on photos, articles and Facebook posts.  

Please contact our editor for assistance.
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Olga van der Westhuizen | Cell: 082 055 2275 • Francois van der Westhuizen | Cell: 082 379 6240
regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za | www.mercedesbenzclubshop.co.za

REGALIA



51Volume 33 | March 2018 | No. 1



52 Volume 33 | March 2018 | No. 1

Chris Carlisle-Kitz (Vice President)
C: 082 966 3463  

E: vicepresident@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Kemp (Treasurer) 
C: 083 457 1092 

E: treasurer@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Sven Krass de Krassnokutski
 (Chairman: Northern Region) 

C: 082 685 8204
E: northern@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Sloet (Chairman: Southern Cape) 
C: 083 640 7455

E: scape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Theo Potgieter (Chairman: Central Region)  
C: 084 551 6122 

E: central@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Stephen Kaalsen (Editor) 
C: 083 234 7653 

E: editor@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Olga & Francois van der Westhuizen  
(Regalia Officer)

C: 082 055 2275 or 082 379 6240
E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

PLEASE NOTE: The placement of ads is a service rendered to our members. Neither the editor nor the committee accepts any liability pertaining to condition or 
ownership of goods advertised. It remains the responsibility of the reader to investigate these issues before closing any transaction.

DISCLAIMER: The Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa, although an authorized user of the Mercedes-Benz Trademarks, is an independent organisation and the 
views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those Mercedes-Benz SA, Daimler AG or the Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH.* Opinions expressed are 

those of the individual contributors and should not be interpreted as official club policy. While great care has been exercised in the compilation of the material 
published, members are advised to personally verify information, statements and claims before committing themselves to acts on transactions.

* Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH is a Daimler Company.

P.O. Box 999, George, 6530 | www.mercedesbenzclub.co.za

The only officially recognized Mercedes-Benz Club in Africa 
Member of the SA Motor Club Association 

Annalie Kachelhoffer (National Secretary)
C: 084 205 5411 
E: secretary@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Pieter Moolman (Membership Secretary) 
C: 083 780 4727 | F: 043 704 4406
E: membership@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Kurt Stassen (Chairman: Western Cape) 
C: 082 415 8815 
E: wcape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Erald Hohls (Chairman: Eastern Cape) 
C: 082 443 8379
E: ecape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Avish Maharaj (Chairman: KZN) 
C: 071 672 8156
E: kzn@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Marcell Mostert (Social Media) 
C: 083 704 3223
E: socialmedia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Pat Smythe (Club Approved Insurance Broker)
 T: 031 701 0226  C: 082 781 4410 
E: pat@smythebros.com
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Honorary Life Members 
Sir Stirling Moss | Steve Rademeyer | Ettienne Geel | Philip Kannemeyer | Graham van Heerden | Dirk van der Westhuizen

Hero Awards
Kobus Harris | Norman Hickel | Louis Coetzer | Chris Calisle-Kitz | Maxim Erdmann (Posthumous)

Special Members 
Chris Calisle-Kitz | Hein Lorentz | Okkie Potgieter | Brian Slingers | Anna-Lee dos Santos | Selvin Govender

BENZ LENS
M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B  O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A
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Waldo Scribante (President) 
C: 082 802 3280 | E: president@mercedesbenzclub.co.za


