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Editorial
The Editor – Stephen Kaalsen

Referred to as 
the King of Pop, 
Michael Jackson is 
recognized as the 
most successful 
entertainer of 
all time by The 
Guinness World 
Records.  

He won 13 Grammy Awards, 26 
American Music Awards, more 
than any other artist, had 13 
number one singles in his solo 
career, after saying goodbye to 
the Jackson 5 brother-band and 
had an estimated sale of over 750 
million records worldwide.

Nearly a decade after his 
death, Michael Jackson is still the 

b e s t 
s e l l i n g 
artist of all time. 
Although he claimed to love speed 
in his 1989 video, the King of Pop 
was rarely seen behind the wheel. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this 
edition of “Stars and their cars” 
is dedicated to the late Michael 
Jackson and his 1985 W126 
500SEL.

Boy did he choose his car well! 
He drove this W126 for a whole 
decade since he bought it new in 
1985.  In fact, I can only imagine 
that his 1987 debut single: “The 
way you make me feel” would 
have been written behind the 
wheel of this exact Mercedes.  A 
song with such beat and speed 
could only be written behind the 
wheel in a car which features a 
201 horsepower producing V8 on 
a Californian highway.

Yes, Michael Jackson chose the 
Stuttgart-star for his daily rides. 

As of 1985 when he bought the 
500SEL,Jackson used to travel the 
31 kilometers distance from his 
Encino home to his Los Angeles 
studio in his W126. In 1988, he 
changed his home, moving to his 
fantasy land estate, the Neverland 
Ranch, in Los Olivos, close to Santa 
Barbara, California.  The car went 
with him.

In the early 90s, the hit-maker 
did not do any driving himself on 
public roads anymore, because 
he had the feeling that everybody 
was staring. Instead, he used the 
SEL only for driving around his 
2,600 acres estate in Los Olivos, 
California. He sure had a lot of 
land to drive around on and a lot 
of amenities to visit! His Neverland 
Ranch included a private zoo, its 
own train station, a pond and an 
amusement park.

Later on in his life, he gave the 
car to one of his aunts as a birthday 
present. She switched the front 
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license plate with a customized 
one by which she thanked her 
generous nephew. Shortly after 
the star’s sudden death, the aunt 
gave the car up.The Mercedes 
500 SEL went under hammer at 
Julien’s Auction’s “Music Icons”, at 
the famous Hard Rock Café in New 
York, together with the pictures of 
the pop icon driving it. It was sold 
for $100 000.

If Michael Jackson would have 
been the editor of the Benz Lens 
some time in his life, I think his 
songs would be most appropriate.  
When he would have been looking 
at the “Man in the mirror”, he 
would not have sung “Billie Jean 
is not my lover”, he would rather 
have sung about the deadlines 
that are a “Thriller”.  “He wouldn’t 
stop ‘till he got enough” with all 
the editing, it wouldn’t matter if 
he was “Black or White”.  When he 
would have retired from editing, 
he would be singing “Remember 
the time…”

Depending on when this 
edition of the Benz Lens will finally 
reach you dear reader, I trust that 
you enjoy the last part quarter of 
this year.  

It feels like each year is just 
going past way faster than the 
previous year, and that should be 
just enough reason for us to try to 
be the best person we can.  

As our star said;  

“If you wanna make the world a 
better place, take a look at yourself, 
then make that change.”

I will not be pursuing my 
singing career any time soon, 
so I will still be editing the 
Benz Lens. 

And before 2019 
dawns, you are sure 
to see another jam-
packed edition of 
the beloved Benz 
Lens.  Thank 
you to all the 
contributors of 
this edition.  

I trust that you feel as 
comfortable reading this as 
Michael felt in his own car, wearing 
a hospital theatre mask.

Happy reading!

EDITORIAL
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from the 
President 
Waldo Scribante

In mid-July René and I took a 
road trip to the Kruger National 
Park, utilizing the opportunity to 
spend some quality time with Club 
members along the way.

A Bloem-ing good time

Our first stop was in Bloemfontein.  
We left George early on Saturday 
morning to arrive in Bloemfontein 
that afternoon. Upon arrival, we 
were immediately contacted by 
Louis Coetzer, inviting us two for a 
visit to view his newly built storage 
garages. As usual, an amazing 
collection could be seen of an 
enthusiast with Mercedes-Benz 
pumping through his veins.

That evening, we were 
entertained by the Central region, 
with a braai at the Kachelhoffer’s 
Shed. We had an amazing evening 
of true Vrystaat hospitality, spent 
among Jaco’s cars and braaiing 
with my teeth chattering in the 
Free State cold. 

Early the next morning, we 
were back on the road for a week’s 
holiday in the Kruger Park.

A very merry Midmas 

Following our Kruger break, we 
joined the Northern region on 
their annual Midmas run – a 
fabulous Merc tradition!

The Midmas run was initiated 
by Ernest de Meynier, a past R107 
SL register captain, who is best 
remembered for this awesome 
event. The firstMidmas held in 
2008 was also in the Drakensberg.

A huge thank you to Mrs 
Santa Claus, Suzette Bouwer, for 
making this tremendous weekend 
possible – as well as to her elves: 
Sven, Jan Willem, Anna-Lee, PJ and 
Clive.

We will never forget Chris 
Carlisle-Kitz, who played the role 

of Father 
Christmas with the help 
of his elf, Alabaster Snowflake 
(Snowball), played by Louis Weitz

As hard as she tried (with the 
aid of Google!), René could not help 
her Red team win the evening’s 
quiz.  I tried to copy her strategy, 
but under the watchful eye of quiz 
master Clive Winterstein, I failed 
miserably in my quest and was 
penalised! We all had an absolute 
ball.

I thank everybody for making 
this a great weekend and I 
encourage our members to try 
and join in the fun next year.

P.S: Can you name the original 
Christmas elves?

•  Alabaster Snowball
•  Bushy Evergreen
•  Pepper Minstix
•  Shinny Upatree
•  Sugarplum Mary
•  Wunorse Openslae

Bertha Benz 130th 
Anniversary run

On Sunday, 12 August 2018, all 
the regions of the Club celebrated 
the Bertha Benz 130th Anniversary 
run. 

This was truly a momentous 
day, where we celebrated the 
unprecedented success of a 
woman who had the courage to 
make her husband’s dream come 
true...   

Bertha Benz made the first long-
distance drive in an automobile, 
travelling an impressive 106km 
from Mannheim to Pforzheim to 
visit her mother.  This pioneering 
trip served as encouragement to 
her husband, that his creations 
were a worthwhile pursuit. It also 
proved, to the world, the quality of 
the Benz.

In 1944, on her 95th birthday, 
Bertha was honoured with the 
title Honourable Senator, by the 
Technical University of Karlsruhe, 
her husband’s “alma mater”. 
They had awarded an honorary 
doctorate degree to him during 
his lifetime. Two days later, Bertha 
Benz died in her villa in Ladenburg

Karl Benz wrote the following 
in his memoirs: “Only one person 
remained with me in the small ship 
of life when it seemed destined to 
sink. That was my wife - Bertha. 
Bravely and resolutely she set the 
new sails of hope.”

I can’t help but marvel at 
Bertha’s ingenuity, and it was with 
great excitement and assurance 
that I made the day’s drive with 
René at the wheel of our 1913 
Benz.  My very own Bertha surely 
got us from Plettenberg Bay to 
George in true Benz style.  

A huge thank you to our 
former Club president, Dirk van 
der Westhuizen, for making this 
monumental day possible. The 
lovely commemorative coins and 
Grill Badges are already collector’s 
items. 

Thank you to our regional 
chairmen and their teams, for 
arranging the regional runs on 
this Women’s Day weekend.  

In honour of an amazing 
woman, who played such a critical 
role in the development of the 
Benz – as well as all the women 
in our lives, who have supported 
our love for the brand – I hope you 
all had a wonderful and inspiring 
Anniversary run.  

I wish all our members a lovely 
Spring and I look forward to our 
Annual National Concours.

As always – The Best or Nothing
or

Good, Better, Bertha Benz
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Central AGM
21 - 24 March 2019

REMEMBER
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CENTRAL REGION

Waldo and Rene visited the 
Central region in July and we had 
a get together at Annalie and 
Jaco Kachelhoffer. It was one of 
those freezing nights in the Free 
State but the members made it 
memorable and cozy. I sincerely 
hope the President made it back 
to George without frostbite!  The 
next time we invite strangers to 
the Freestate, we will have to make 
a plan for electric blankets for 
their legs!  We definitely showed 
him how to make a braai fire, for 
the obvious reason to warm him 
up; of course! 

In August we had our annual 
“Cars in the Park” in Bloemfontein, 
or shall we say “Cars in the Rain”. 
The day was extremely cold and 
wet but the turnout was amazing. 
Our Mercedes-Benz Club stand 
was again the biggest exhibition. 
The members had a great social in 
the tent with warm Cappuccinos. 
We are looking forward to next 
year’s event.  

Next up was our annual 
Kimberley club outing, and our 
members from the Northern Cape.  
Among others Deon Nel greeted 
us just outside of Kimberley and 
escorted the procession to the 
legendary Kimberley Club. We 
had an amazing lunch where 
Cecil John Rhodes once had a 
Whiskey or two.  In the past this 
outing was always planned by 
Koot and Saartjie du Toit, but 
Deon and Sandra Nel are our 
new custodians. We are looking 
forward to new and exciting trips 
in the summer months to follow. 

The Best or Nothing.

Escapades in the 
Central Region

By Theo Potgieter

The age-old quote “behind every 
successful man, there is a woman” 
has once again been brought to 
life when we celebrated 130 years 
since Bertha Benz’s courage and 
determination which made her 
husband a very successful man! 

Since Dirk van der Westhuizen 
proposed this trip down memory 
lane, my mind was in overdrive 
trying to seek out the best route 
and venue for this very special 
day.  After numerous trial-runs 
(the last of which was done on the 
Friday before the actual event), 
the perfect 106 km route was in 
place and our venue for lunch was 
the historical farm Onze Rust, the 
home of the 1896 President of the 
Orange Free State, MT Steyn.

We started off the day at 
John Williams Motors, our local 
Mercedes-Benz dealership. They 
kindly made their premises 
available to us and we could have 

a cup of coffee while we “ogled” 
all the new models on display.  
16 Vehicles ranging from a 1955 
Ponton bakkie (Japie Vos) to a 2018 
C-class (Johan Strydom, Mercedes-
Benz) were part of our convoy. 
Our route included numerous 
stops for photo opportunities and 
also just to get all the “old ladies” 
together and back on track again.  
We criss-crossed in and around 
Bloemfontein for more than two 
hours and arrived at our lunch 
venue - hungry and thirsty.

Official prizes awarded for the day 
were as follows:

Oldest Vehicle in the Region 
• Japie Vos, 1955 Ponton bakkie
• Lady Speaker – Carine Vos

Best period dressed lady 
• Anita du Preez

Bertha Benz Commemmorative Run
 12 August 2018
By Annalie Kachelhoffer
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Regional Co-Ordinator 
• Annalie Kachelhoffer (gift 

sponsored by Anna-Lee Dos 
Santos)

Due to very generous sponsors, 
we could also hand out the 
following prizes / gifts:

Oldest S-Classes
• Meyburgh Erasmus and 

Paul van Wyk in their S-class 
Pontons (Maybach gift packs 
sponsored by John Williams 
Motors)

Best period dressed gentlemen
•	 Deon Nel and Van Zyl van 

Pletsen (SL posters sponsored 
by John Williams Motors)

Members from outside 
Bloemfontein who attended the 
event
•	  Johann Smit and Deon Nel 

(Bertha Benz coffee mugs 
sponsored by Jaco Kachelhoffer) 
and Jacques Pieterse (SL 

posters sponsored by John 
Williams Motors)

• 16 Lucky draw prizes 
sponsored by John Williams 
Motors, McIntyre Van der Post 
Law firm, DSTV (Multichoice) 
and Jaco Kachelhoffer.

We ended our walk down memory 
lane with a guided tour of the more 

than 100-year-old house with its 
wealth of historical treasures and 
the old weapons cellar.  Our tour 
guide was Advocate Colin Steyn, 
the fifth generation of Steyns on 
the farm.  What an appropriate 
way to end the day!

I would like to convey my sincere 
thanks and gratitude to all our 
members who attended the 

CENTRAL REGION
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event, the sponsors for the prizes 
and gifts, Dirk vdWesthuizen 
for initiating and overseeing all 
the arrangements and last, but 
definitely not least, my husband 
Jaco who supported me through 
all of my anxieties of arranging 
this event!

As always, it was a huge 
privilege to spend the day with our 
extended Mercedes-Benz family!

CENTRAL REGION
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EASTERN CAPE REGION

It is not often that a trip sticks in 
your memory like vaseline on a 
blanket, and its not often that you 
get to use the term ‘knocked out 
of the park’.However, here is a trip 
that gave such a high that at the 
end of the day you actually regress 
into a slight depression with the 
thought of ‘WOW…… WHAT has 
just happened?’

Our esteemed regional boss 
Erald Hohls and my younger 

boet stormy Normy started many 
months ago with the planning of 
the commemoration of the Bertha 
Benz run, which took place 130 
years ago.

We started the day around 
9:00am at the plant with some 
coffee and snacks, and MBSA know 
how to cater.  Our fellow Benz 
enthusiasts got with the ‘swing of 
the era’ and dressed up in period 
attire, and man did they look good!  

Then we had some speeches, 
and our own “Bertha” spoke so 
eloquently that I felt transported 
back in time and relived the event 
as if it were yesterday.

We were extremely fortunate 
in that we had our own live 
working ‘patentwagen’ with which 
to celebrate the day. 

Bertha Benz 130 - 
A trip with much of AWESOMENESS
By Andrew Hempel

Our own Bertha, with her 2 sons on the Benz Patent Motorwagen. 
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From the plant we set off on 
a 160km drive which took us 
through East London, along the 
beachfront and out of town in the 
direction of Thomas River.I was 
one of little faith, thinking that 
Eralds 170D was going to hold 
us up, however, I was pleasantly 
surprised to find this car kept a 
VERY respectable speed on the 
open road, only balking at the 
steepest of inclines, and even then 
it was not that it hampered our 
progress negatively.

We actually arrived in Thomas 
River an hour and 45 minutes 
later, which isn’t far off the time 
it would take in a modern plastic 
car. 

Thomas River Historical village, 
owned by Jeff and his lovely wife 
Ann played host to our little 
commemorative trip. It is ALWAYS 
a pleasure to visit this gem of a 
place.

Coming into Thomas River

We arranged our cars around 
the centre piece of the attraction 
of the day.

The trip up had led to a 
thirst developing amongst the 
participants, so there was a bit of 
a rush to the ‘watering hole’ as can 
be expected.

My younger brother Stormy Normy was in his element.  
He is the custodian of this fine piece of machinery Our vehicles were lined up in order of age

The view Erald had – AWESOME

The view Erald had – AWESOME

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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Our vehicles were lined up in order of age

We arranged our cars around the centre piece of 
the attraction of the day.

Rudi and Torben wetting their throats.

Of course our Bertha and her 
‘wheels’ were brought out for 
a drive down the main road in 
Thomas River.

Then it was onto some 
festivities and lunch…  And were 
we in for a treat!

Besides having a restaurant 
set up befitting royalty, each 
place setting was bedecked with a 
plate commemorating the event, 
together with a cap and some 
other little surprises

We had a superb wine placed 
on the table, courtesy of Ronnies 
Motors and then it was on for a 
speech or two and some prize-
giving.

In order from left to right, 
Ann, who won the prize for best 
dressed lady, Jeff and Erald.

Food was of the highest order, 
besides the homecooked veggie 
dishes, we had roast pork, roast 
lamb and beef in a gravy.  I had 
to go back for seconds, it was so 
good and ended up eating just for 
the ‘lekkerkry’!

All too quickly the end of the 
day rolled on and it was homeward 
bound.

I followed Erald home with the 
sun casting long shadows.

I must once again convey my 
thanks and appreciation to ALL 
who made our day so special.  As 
I said its not often you can utilise 
the words “Knocked out of the 
park”! 

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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It has been said that 
being involved in the 
motor industry takes 
one to “never-before-
imagined” places. Not 
even in my wildest 
dreams, though, did 
I envision that my 
relatively tenuous motor 
industry connections 
would catapult me into 
the driver’s seat of the 
much-revered Patent-
Motorwagen replica of 
the vehicle driven by the 
First Lady of motoring, 
Bertha Benz, yet there I 
was on  
12 August, at the 
130th Bertha Benz 
Commemorative Run. 

My first encounter with one of the 
replicas took place at the visitors’ 
centre in Sindelfingen, Germany, 
in 2015. My husband had accepted 
a foreign work assignment to 
Stuttgart, which provided many 
wonderful opportunities to 
explore Germany. 

Since childhood, I have been 
inexplicably drawn to all things 
yesteryear and seeing the Patent-
Motorwagen peeking out from 
behind a plethora of modern 
vehicles on the Sindelfingen 
Kundencenter floor was no 
exception –it was love at first sight. 
Determined to make the most 
of this opportunity, I asked my 
husband whether I could sit in it 
and have a photograph.He stared 
at me with the horror of one who 
has just witnessed a gruesome, 
sixteen-car pileup and after taking 
a moment to regain the power of 
speech, informed me that under 
no circumstances would I be 
permitted to climb aboard this 

work of art and instead, would 
have to be content to stand, 
“calmly and respectfully”,beside it.

A few months later, I was 
able to relive a little more of the 
historical dream.After researching 
Bertha’s full story for an article 
that I was writing, I was able to 
visit a few of the places on the 
Bertha Benz Commemorative 
Route, from Mannheim to 
Pforzheim. I met my second 
replica in the Sinsheim Museum 
and took more photographs from 
“a calm and respectful” distance, 
finally accepting that the Bertha 
Benz Patent-Motorwagen was 
sacrosanct.For this reason, the 
events of 12 August still feel 
somewhat surreal for not only 
was I permitted to sit(calmly and 
respectfully)in the automobile, but 
I was permitted, nay, requested to 
drive the third replica to whom I 
was introduced!

My training for this weighty 
role began the afternoon before 
the event, when I learnt to drive 
the magnificent vehicle. Regional 
Mercedes-Benz Club Chairman, 
Erald Hohls and my trusty 
personal mechanic, Norman 
Hickel,explained the workings of 
the three-wheeler to me and gave 
me a few important pointers on 
how to keep the large-hipped lady 
putting along.

The excitement in the air at 
the Mercedes Benz South Africa 
visitors’ centre, the following day, 
was palpable. Surrounded by folk 
inquintessential Victorian attire 
and cars from a bygone era felt 
like a homecoming of sorts.

After the formalities, it was 
time for the automobile to strut 
her stuff. With the thought, Just 
don’t total the car! looping in my 
mind, I climbed aboard,relatively 
confident that I would be able 
to complete the short lap,along 
the flat strip of paving in front of 
the visitors’ centredoors, without 
incident. To my great relief, all 

On Being Bertha
By Debbie Knight

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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went well. Too 
well, apparently, 
because just as 
I was heaving a 
sigh of relief and 
offering up a silent 
prayer of thanks 
for travelling 
mercies, I caught 
sight of Erald approaching, 
wearing the facial expression of a 
man with a plan.

We’ll push you to the top of 
this little rise so that you can drive 
round past the convoy cars. It’ll 
make for a fantastic photo,” said 
he, sporting that winning smile 
that inspires co-operation despite 
the cautioning voice of one’s sub-
conscious. 

A moment later, I found myself 
on my way again, only to be met 
at the other end by Norman who, 
by some stroke of madness, 
managed to convince me that 
picking up ‘Eugen and Richard’ 
and making one final turn past 
the crowd – watching from the 
bottom of the hill I had been trying 
to avoid all morning – would make 
for a wonderful finale. It must 
be true that “fortune favours the 
brave” because the onlookers 
were thrilled to see all three of us 
jogging back towards them and 
all persons and vehicles survived 
unscathed.

By the time I had to take the 
Patent-Motorwagen for a spin on 

the dirt road at 
Thomas River, I 
was feeling like 
an old hand, 
c o m p l e t e l y 
unaware that 
the true test was 
upon me. The 
success of this 

rather wild ride was predominantly 
thanks to Gareth Henning, Colin 
Meyer and Norman, who valiantly 
saved the day.After I stalled on 
an incline under the Blue Gum 
trees,Colin got me going again 
and just minutes later,Gareth and 
Normanhad to manoeuvrethe 
vehicle down the uneven descent 
of the driveway while I steered, 
saving me and any unwitting 
bystanders from certain death. 

It was this run, however, that 
gave me a more realistic feel for 
what Bertha and her sons would 
have had to face. The unpredictable 
nature of gravel pathways coupled 
with treacherous wayside ditches 
make for a much trickier drive 
and this has instilled in me an 
even greater respect for Bertha. 
Any wife who takes her husband’s 
prized automobile without 
permission is brave, but one who 
takes it and drives it 106km on dirt 
roads, without any guarantee of 
success, is a paragon of courage 
and certainly deserves all the 
accolades which come her way. 

EASTERN CAPE REGION

“That was great! 
But I think the crowd 

would like more. 
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KWA-ZULU NATAL REGION

Cars in the park Pietermaritzburg
By Richard Tudor-Owen

With winter on its way, it was a joy 
to be at Pietermaritzburg’s Cars 
in the Park on May 27th when the 
sun shone and defied the weather 
department’s prediction for rain.  
Record crowds enjoyed a day of 
cars, bikes, tractors, food and 
drink and other attractions.

The Mercedes Benz Club of 
KZN once again put on a display of 
various models 
from Mercedes’ 
illustrious history 
in South Africa. 
This year there 
was welcome 
support from 
Garden City 
Motors who took 
the opportunity 
to display a 
selection of 
models from 
their current 
range. From an A 
series hatchback 
and the new 
X-class to a huge 
Actros truck which proved a hit 
with visitors from kids to grannies 
who couldn’t resist an opportunity 
to climb up into the cab to 
experience a truck driver’s view of 
the world.

Some 20 classic Mercedes 
Benz cars were displayed by local 
and visiting members of the club. 
Enjoying centre stage were a line of 
pontons including Warren Geyser’s 
early 219 saloon. Most glamorous 
ponton, Vinesh Ramdass’s white 
190SL, enjoyed the shaded 
comfort of the members tent. One 
display to raise the eyebrows, a 
shell of an old Merc on a trailer, 
required some explanation. As 
Chris Carlisle-Kitz explained in his 

commentary, this was a very rare 
beast. In fact, a Mercedes Benz 
220SE that had not only taken part 
in the 1963 East Africa Safari Rally 
but one that had come 3rd of only 
seven out of 84 vehicles to finish 
that year! Chris had seen this 
car compete during his youth in 
Kenya and for which he’d searched 
long and hard many years later. 

E v e n t u a l l y 
located in rough 
condition the 
presence of tell-
tale modifications 
proved that it was 
indeed the car he 
sought and was 
all he needed to 
know to make the 
purchase. On his 
return to Gauteng 
after the show 
he was taking 
the car to begin 
the restoration 
to original rally-
going condition. 

This is surely one special Mercedes 
which belongs in Africa.

A nice touch and a first for 
the club was Chris’s address over 
our PA system. He drew visitor’s 
attention to the models on display 
explaining the significance of 
various models and why they were 
special. His highest praise went to 
Greg Naude’s 560SEC which stood 
out from the rest. This gleaming 
pale silver beauty was almost 
better than new. Greg’s comment 
that he drives it regularly and still 
keeps it in such condition proves, 
at the very least, that he loves 
his car! Chris urged him to take 
the car to the National Concours 
later this year. Chris reminded 

This car show 
is the oldest 
of its type in 
South Africa 

and has been 
run every year 

for the past 
42 years. 
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members that 2018 marked the 
50th anniversary of the launch of 
the W114/115 series and it was 
good to see 3 examples on display.

Established already as a 
tradition, a sumptuous lunch 
was enjoyed by all. Avish’s Mum 
Nisha, and her helpers, spoiled us 
all with a 5-star meal and there’s 
always enough for second rounds. 
She also provides tea and cake 
throughout the day so diets are 
out of the window at Cars in the 
Park! 

From the helpers on the Friday 
who set up the stand to the cooks, 
bakers, washer-uppers, speakers, 
the members and families who 
shared the day, a huge thank you. 
Special thanks to Warren Geyser 
for taking the trouble to prepare 
and get much of his collection to 
the show. What a pleasure it is for 
members to help Warren get his 
cars to Ashburton! I look forward 
to next years show when I have 
an idea what will be the star of the 
show......  

Awards on the day:
• Peoples choice - Jon Aritho Mercedes W115 220D
• Ladies choice - Warren Geyser Mercedes G-wagon 
• Vice Presidents choice - Richard Tudor-Owen Mercedes 190E 

2.3 race car.
• Chairman’s choice -  Hans George Bosch Mercedes SLK 32AMG
• Oldest car on show - Warren Geyser Mercedes W105 219 

(1958)
• Best Concours car - Greg Naude Mercedes 560SEC
• Longest distance travelled - Chris Viljoen Mercedes W126 

280SE

KWA-ZULU NATAL REGION
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50 Years of stroke 8
By Marcell Mostert

On November 29, 2016 I bought 
a 1986 BMW E23 735i. This 
particular 7-Series has a glass 
sunroof (factory fitted) which 
is quite amazing for a car of its 
time. Shortly after my purchase, 
I documented the ownership of 
my new toy on social media. After 
applying a few filters and playing 
around with the colour settings, I 
posted a beautiful picture of my 
new shark-nose Bavarian beast. 
A few hours later, when checking 
how many “likes” my picture 
received, I stumbled upon the 
Instagram profile of a Mr Wayne 
Gibson. From Wayne Gibson’s 
Instagram profile, I saw that he 
owned a lovely pair of classic cars, 
of which I desired both. 

Wayne and I started talking 
about our mutual fondness of 

classic cars. After a few weeks, 
Wayne mentioned that he had 
been thinking of selling his 1969 
Mercedes-Benz W114 230. By 
this time, it was January 2017 
and I took ownership of a 1970 
W108 280S project. I was not sure 
whether I wanted to let go of the 
“W108 dream”, and settle for a 
wheezy W114.

As the year progressed, I came 
to realise that rescuing a W108 
is not a simple and easy task. My 
commitment to my postgraduate 
degree also meant that I had little 
time to attend to the W108. By 
August, my W108 was standing for 
several months due to problems 
with the clutch. Having only owned 
project W108s, I became fed-up. 
There’s little enjoyment when one 
struggles constantly.

I found myself at the end of 
November 2017, sitting with an 
empty garage. I sold the W108. 
Selling this car felt like I sold a 
piece of my soul, as for the past 
4 years I owned project W108s, 
of which this 280S was the most 
decent.

Trying to fill this absence in 
my soul, I spoke to Wayne about 
the W114, and he shared the car’s 
story with me:

In 1968, a Mr. Bennie Jordaan 
was a 13-year-old boy in grade 7 
(standard 5). Mr Jordaan and his 
teacher, Mr Lorraine Kritzinger, 
were good friends. Bennie always 
loved reading, which impressed 
Mr Kritzinger as Bennie’s general 
knowledge was second to none. 

Mr.Kritzinger was looking for 
a new car. Aware of Bennie’s 
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interest 
in cars, Mr Kritzinger 

seeked advise from Bennie as to 
what car he should buy. Bennie 
Jordaan eagerly responded to Mr 
Kritzinger’s request and handed 
Mr.Kritzinger the brochure of the 
W114 and W115 series Mercedes-
Benz.

In March of 1969 Mr.Kritzinger 
phoned his favourite pupil to 
arrange a visit on Sunday shortly 
after church. Mr Kritzinger 
purchased a brand new W114 230 
column shift manual.

Mr.Krtizinger, better known 
as “Oom Krit” later became the 
mayor of Ladysmith. Of course, 
my imagination pictures the 
W114 as his “presidential vehicle.” 
Oom Krit drove the W114 from 
1969 until 2005 when he sold 
the W114 to Bennie Jordaan. In 
2006, Mr. Jordaan sold the W114 
to Wayne, and many members 
had the opportunity to meet the 
W114 when Wayne was an active 
member of our club.

We fast-forward to January 
2018. I am busy preparing for my 
first board exam, when I receive a 
call from Wayne – He has decided 
to sell the W114 and it was time to 
arrange the first meeting.

The second week of February 
I made my way to Carletonville. I 
was aware that the car had not run 
for a few years, so I did not know 
what to expect. What I knew was 
from pictures and discussions.

As I pulled up the driveway, the 
first thing I noticed was the W114 
staring at me, sitting patiently 
under its carport behind a locked 
gate. Struggling to contain my 
excitement, I briefly greeted 

Wayne 
and made my 
way to the car. 

There it was, an unrestored 
W114 230 with four flat tyres in all 
its glory. I touched almost every 
surface of the car, appreciating 
the texture of the original paint 
and the few stone chips on the 
bonnet. 

I opened the driver’s door to 
be welcomed into an immaculate 
interior. Even though the W114 
was not running, I had a feeling 
that it will not take much effort 
to get the old girl back to life; 
as she was formerly known as. 
Wayne and I shook hands, and I 
welcomed a W114 into my home 
and into heart.

Oom Krit kept all the 
documents, including the original 
purchase agreement, every 
service invoice, an insurance claim 
and a letter addressed to the 
RondaliaToerKlub, complaining 
about poor service at Inspan 
Motors. Auditing the service 
records with the help of a bottle of 
wine,I came to the realisation that 
I now own a car that was loved 
and cherished for 49 years. The 
W114 was a family member to all 
its previous owners.

O o m 
Jelle at Friso Garage 

was just as excited as I was to get 
the W114 running again. Within 
a few days,I received a call to 
inform me that my car is healthy 
and waiting to go home. At the 
first turn of the key, the W114 
fired up without hesitation, and 
the original Blaupunkt radio was 
blasting ClassicFM.

This W114 is the car that I have 
been looking for, since I bought 
my first classic car. I believe that 
it is becoming increasingly difficult 
to find a car that has been loved 
and cared for over the years. 
Often these old cars suffer from 
neglect and space constraints.

My newly found love for a W114 
encouraged me to arrange the 50-
year anniversary celebration for 
the W114/W115. The Northern 
Region allocated me 10 June 2018 
and the planning started.

As part of the event, I wanted to 
enjoy a peaceful drive with Krit. The 
roads around the Magaliesburg 
never disappoint, as potholes 
are few and traffic is limited. 
The booking at Valley Lodge was 
initially for about 30 people. To 
my greatest surprise, 84 people 
confirmed their attendance.

The meeting point was the 
Sasol garage on the corner of 
Hendrik Potgieter and the R28, 
from where several convoys 
departed. Groups of 10 cars were 
sent off to enjoy the scenic drive.

Shortly before the departure 
of the last convoy, PJ phones me: 
Their donkey (W115 240D) had 
some problems. They were close 
to our meeting point. I bought 
some water, and Krit and I made 
our way to rescue a friend. We 

With the car 
came several 

files that 
contained the 
car’s history 

over the past 
49 years.
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distance to celebrate with us.
Lastly, I need to thank the 

guardians of my W114. Wayne 
Gibson, Bennie Jordaan and oom 
Krit who made a young man’s 
lifelong dream come true. It is an 
honour for me to be able to look 
after this car for many years to 
come. 

I think that one becomes a 
part of the car’s family and its 
legacy. Through this car, there 
is a connection between myself, 
Wayne, Bennie and oom Krit. It 
is a mutual understanding that 
I cannot describe. I was deeply 
saddened to hear that oom Krit 
passed away in June, at the age of 
92. Until his death, oom Krit drove 
a 1958 VW Beetle.

I would like to share with you 
an extract of the letter oom Krit 
wrote to Bennie Jordaan, dated 17 
October 2005:

‘’Ek wil glo my ou Mercedes is 
nou in ‘n ander klas nadat jy alles 
gedoen het wat jy beplan het. Die 
verfkleur wat jy opgemerk het op 
die regteragter modderskerm het 
gebeur toe ek jare gelede by Shoprite 
parkeer het en iemand ‘n ligte 
stampie gegee het en ek moes laat 
herstel, so goed ons kon. Jy sal merk 
Bennie ek ken die Mercedes soos my 
eie lewe, niks is verborge nie.

Dit gaan goed met ons, net die 
gemis van my ou Mercedes bly 
knaag. Ek besef meer en meer ek 
moes hom nie verkoop het nie, hy is 
nie die geld werd nie.

Mag dit goed gaan met jou en jou 
gesin en mag die mooi in jou lewe 
steeds voortgaan.

Groete van huis tot huis.’’

picked up a lovely passenger, 
Suzette Bouwer, and headed back 
to Sasol to fetch the final convoy 
and depart to Valley Lodge. PJ 
returned home to fetch a highly 
desirable, reliable and collectable 
Toyota Prado.

The journey to Valley Lodge 
was splendid. Krit was blasting 
ClassicFM and myself, Julius and 
Suzette were in deep conversation. 
Ahead of me a beautifully tarred 
road and behind me a green W114 
230. Shortly before reaching Valley 
Lodge, Krit’s odo clocked 149 000 
miles.

We arrived at the venue to 
find a variety of classic Mercedes 
eagerly waiting to welcome us, 
which included Sven’s lovely W115 
220, a white W109 300SEL 6.3, a 
black W108 250SE, a green W111 
280SE 3.5, a blue W114 280E, a 
white W114 250 (an imported 
model, of course) and a W114 
250CE. It was like the Mercedes-
Benz family gathered to celebrate 
the birthday of their smaller 
sibling.

Another highlight of the day 
was our welcome party at the 
dining area. Sven Krassnokutksi, 
chairperson of the Northern 
Region, welcomed all members, 
and handing every member a 
copy of the Benz Lens Annual.

I do hope that every person who 
attended the celebration enjoyed 
it as much as I did. Seeing so many 
of our members together is great 
fun. A big thank you is necessary 
to our members from Klerksdorp 
who travelled a long 
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Zwartkops Cars in the Park
By Neil Botes

This year’s Pretoria Old Motor 
Club’s annual Cars in Park 
gathering happened on Sunday 5th 
August 2018.  As with these events, 
if you’re taking your baby, you 
normally start a few days ahead 
of the big day (weeks for some of 
us) getting ready. So it was for 
me. The day before the Zwartkops 
Raceway beckoned, I had the Merc 
out, washed her, started her and 
checked if everything was in tip 
top condition. I don’t like rushing 
on the day of these events and 
prefer to just get in and go. 

So, Sunday morning rolled 
on and it was an early start at 
6:30. Exhibitors had to be there 
between 6 and 8am, and it was 
open to spectators from 8. It’s 
always great to see how excited 
other road users are when they 
see an old car heading down the 
highway, hooting and waving and 
flashing at you (with their lights, 
I know some of you old oomies 
get flashed in other ways…), or 
slowing down (yes, in my case 
they slowed down!) to try get a 
closer glimpse inside. I was fairly 
impressed at the ease at which I 
could keep up to Johannesburg 
drivers, especially on highways.

Our Mercedes-Benz club 
committee members were 
already setting up the gazebo and 
the stand way before I arrived. 
They were selling memorabilia 
for the club and had organized 
drinks and coffee in the AMG 
facilities. It was the first time I 
went into the facilities and I was 
super impressed!  My better half 
normally doesn’t come with to 
these “car things” as she’s not one 
to walk around all day. Having 
experienced the MB AMG facilities 
I will definitely suggest that she 
attends next year. Thanks to 
Mercedes-Benz for hosting club 
members.  

This event is exceptionally 
well attended by not only the 
Mercedes-Benz Club, but by 
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lovers of all things motor and 
mechanical. What I particularly 
love about Cars in the Park, is the 
mix of cars, mostly old, mostly 
banged up, some modded out 
of recognition, and all who share 
the common love of old cars.  The 
people there are the salt of the 
earth; unpretentious types, which 
makes chatting to the owners 
enjoyable.  One of my favourites 
is a guy who has a rust rod. He 
has a hand grenade as the gear 
leaver and a spade handle as the 
door handle, with what can only 
be described as cow catcher as a 
bull bar.

Some of my favourite Mercs on 
show this year was Gary Bowes’s 
180D 1955 Ponton Bakkie, Jurgen’s 

W111 coupe 280SE 3.5, and a 
few others too.  Nevertheless, 
there were Pontons, 107’s, 108’s, 
R129’s and even an SLS.  I had a 
chance to catch up with Gary in 
the AMG lounge as we enojyed 
coffee and cookies and managed 
to get him to recall how he came 
about owning his Ponton bakkie.  
Interesting story, but that’s for 
another time!  What struck me is 
the passion and love we all share 
for our cars, especially our Mercs, 
and the stories and memories we 
have of them.

Some of my favourite non-
Mercedes marques were the 911 
Porsches and some of the old VW 
splitties and bugs, and of course 
the 50’s and 60 pickup trucks. I 

spotted a Ford Cortina bakkie 
that brought back memories 
over holidays “borrowing” my 
grandfathers green 3L V6 bakkie 
(“boomslang”) while he took his 
afternoon nap and learning to 
drive/drift in it (think I must have 
been 10 or so).

It was a fantastic day, made 
even more special by all the 
people, especially those well 
attended by the Mercedes-Benz 
Club members. If you get a chance 
I highly recommend attending the 
POMC Cars in the Park (especially 
now that you know your better 
half can relax in the comfort of the 
Mercedes AMG lounge).

NORTHERN REGION
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The lead up to this year’s Midmas 
started before the last fabulous 
event ended and in next no time 
we were on our way to Midmas 
again in Sven’s Vito bus. A pre-
drinks party began along the 
way which lasted for more than 
400kms. The participants were 
PJ, Suzette, Anna-Lee, Louis and 
Herman as well as Sven and 
Chris, who began partying before 
breakfast! Pictures can describe 
events better than words. You can 
imagine the detail!  

After meeting with other GP 
members at Petroport, we drove 
in convoy down the N3, eventually 
arriving for lunch at Bingelela 
Restaurant near Bergville. 
We enjoyed a leisurely lunch 
before heading to the splendid 
Champagne Sports Resort Hotel. 
Here we readied ourselves for 
drinks and dinner dressed in 
sporting costumes. Amongst these 
‘sports personalities’ were an 
Alpine ski champion, several racing 
drivers and their attendant crews, 
runners, horse riders, swimmers, 
as well as several nondescripts 
which defied explanation!  

Much merrymaking and 
‘some’ alcohol consumption 
preceded a sumptuous meal, 
followed by the now-traditional 
quiz evening ably conducted 
by Clive Winterstein. The noise 
and laughter associated with 
well thought out and interesting 
questions produced another great 
evening’s entertainment. Some of 
us then gathered to watch the rare 
eclipse of the moon while others 
staggered wearily to bed.  

Avish and Mira had organized 
the drive-out the next morning, 
following the customary group 
photo.  

First stop was at a ‘Coffee and 
Chocolate Bar’. We all had coffees 
and chocolate fondue. Some 
vowed never to eat chocolate 
again!  

The Birds of Prey Centre was 
our next port of call. Here we 
were given a brilliant display 
and commentary on the life and 
hunting habits of some of these 

MIDMAS 2018
By Christopher Carlisle-Kitz
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amazing birds. Every one of 
us was impressed and learned 
interesting bird facts. With an 
expert handler, keen spotters 
and attentive assistants in the 
most beautiful surroundings 
of the Drakensburg foothills, 
we enjoyed this unique and 
spectacular display.  

Lunch at Drakensburg Sun was 
another occasion for bonding with 
friends from around the country, 
members from Gauteng, North 
West, KZN and the Cape shared 
wild and wonderful stories!  

Back to the hotel and a sleep 

before the dressing up and bling 
ready to meet fabulous, fat 
Father Christmas and one of his 
delicious, little Elves at dinner.  

In the splendid environment 
of a very traditional Christmas 
and amidst lovely decorations we 
tucked into a sumptuous meal.  

Father Christmas arrived with 
his Head Elf Alabaster Snowball. 
The adults as well as the children 
in the party were clearly excited 
and eager to meet Santa, sit on 
his knee and be photographed 
receiving their presents and 
kissing Santa. 

Alabaster and Santa also 
enjoyed the festivities not to 
mention the attention of the many 
pretty ladies. 

 After breakfast and a very 
entertaining prize giving ceremony 
we were saying our goodbyes. The 
entertainment was over all too 
quickly! 

There are many people to 
thank, however we wish to single 
out President Waldo and René for 
joining us. They travelled a long 
way to be with us. Thanks must 
also go to police officer Suzette 
and her assistants for once again 
organizing a really great weekend. 

NORTHERN REGION
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My friends asked me where we 
are going for our Club outing, and 
the answer was none other than 
the wonderful Thaba Eco Hotel.

“Ah, nice, so you are going on a Fly-
inn Breakfast?” they asked. “But we 
don’t understand ATC terminology, 
please repeat in layman’s terms.” 

Ai tog, so I answer:
“Jong, it’s only the guys with the 

SLK’s, CL’s and other wishful thinkers 
that do the fly thing on the road, 
this is the Mercedes-Benz Club July 
noggin at the Thaba Eco Hotel...., an 
actual place in the bush in the city, 
with animals, creepy-crawly’s and 
other bushy things....” 

We met up at the Longmeadow 
Engen, where we left for our 
convoy travel to TEH (you should 
know by now that this is the Thaba 
Eco Hotel).

Details of convoy rules were 
laid out, and of-course the slowest 
vehicle shall ride last, so that it 
thus controls the convoy speed. 

Maar nee! The wishful thinkers 

t h o u g h t 
this a 
f l y - i n n 
l u n c h , 
and that at 80km/h 
they would never reach TEH in 
time, since TEH is an eye-watering 
distance of 45km away, and we 
only have 2h30min to do this 
unspeakable distance in....we will 
commence the camaraderie back 
at TEH. 

So it was decided that the 
Feuerwehrwagen is on its own...
see you when or if we see you...
lunch waits for no one. And off 
they sped! 

Let me just state, that when 
the Feuerwagen stopped at TEH, 
the SLK driver had just opened his 
door to get out. 

So with everybody back 
together again, we took up our 
camaraderie and descended on 
the bar, although it was on an 
incline with a scenic walk from the 
carpark to the restaurant. 

Winter 
or Summer, a few 
German blooded  members 
immediately ordered their usual 
pints of draft, just in case they get 
thirsty. Hydration is key and Bier 
ist König! 

The Kraal had a rustic, bushy but 
classy ambience, and everybody 
could order a wide variety of food 
from the menu. Seafood, landfood 
and even junkfood was available, 
catering for almost every craving.

Service was excellent, given the 
big groups present and even the 
pricing was affordable... 

Es gab eingutesGefühl von 
gemutlichkeit... 

Thanks to everybody who 
joined and enjoyed the day with 
us.

The year was 2002. It was the 
start of the Senior High in Pretoria 
North High School for me. When 
the news broke that Mercedes 
S.A was going to import the Smart 
Fortwo, excitement ran through 
my blood. I saw the car in the CAR 

Magazine. It was love at first sight 
and never thought we would get it 
here.

That stage, the car was brought 
in for Budget Car Rental only to 
let the public test the cars before 
buying one. I ran to my parents 

and begged them to rent one and 
pick me up from school, so I could 
“impress” the other kids. So, they 
did, and the car did what it was 
supposed to do, amaze people 
and turn heads.

Lunch at Thaba Eco Hotel
By Krause Venter

The Smart Car 20 years old
By Wanye Vermaakt
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It was green/yellow in colour 
with the same colour interior as 
the body. It had a glass roof with 
a 6 speed tiptronic gearbox. It 
was magnificent. For four days I 
was in awe, no care in the world 
and enjoyed the eyes looking with 
smiles on people’s faces. It was as 
we drove an exotic Italian sports 
car, but 10% of the price in 2002.
Unfortunately, it was a rental 
and as with all rentals, it had to 
go back. Sadness set in and I told 
myself one day, I will buy my own 
one.So, I did…

I started my car collection 
in 2014, with the 2004 Smart 
Cabrio Pulse 450 (Factory Blue 
Printed Body) being my first one. 
It took me 2 years to complete the 
needed TLC with all original parts 
replaced. Then the biggest news 
for me in 2015, the new model 
(453) will be released and I placed 
my order at Mercedes Centurion 
for the Prime model to add to 
my collection. What a beauty and 
what a change! No other car in its 
class can give you 2.9l/100km and 
turn heads like a 300SL Gullwing. 
This year added another 450 one 
to be restored.

This year marks their 20-year 
birthday in Hambach France, with 
the CEO Annette Winkler at the 
helm for Daimler since 2010. They 
have recently announced a reboot 
as they will solely produce electric 
cars from 2020. They are currently 
Mercedes play ground with ideas 
and shows no profit, but still 
believes it is the car for the future 
with their EQ program.

These cars are my everyday 
transport and have never failed 
me once (100km daily) and with 
current fuel prices, I have some 
money left every month to save 
for another one or old Mercedes 
to buy and restore.

I love my big cars (Mercedes, 
BMW’s and Jeep), but these small 
cars are my life and my love. Even 
after 14 years of age, they still turn 
heads and put smiles on people’s 
faces.

NORTHERN REGION

Editor’s note: I have consulted 
Wayne to rather invest in old 
Mercedes-Benz cars, and that 

no other Smart articles will be 
published until he does not buy 
another old Mercedes.
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We had quite a busy few months.  
During the rather balmy month of 
May, Kobus Harris of our region 
organised a road trip and Saturday 
afternoon lunch at “The Ganet” in 
Mosselbay.  We had a marvellous 
time and the attendees could 
attest to that!  A refreshing drive 
from George to Mosselbay for a 
well deserved afternoon of drinks 
and banter about our favourite 
subject Mercedes-Benz.  Further 
highlights we had during the 
course of the quarter was the 
outing to the Bruce Parnell Car 
Collection in Knysna.

Bernd Roloff again organized a 
whale-of-a time for us members 
at the Bruce Parnell Collection.  
This was our second outing to the 
museum, partly due to the ever 
expanding collection they are 
curating.  

On a brisk 
S a t u r d a y 
morning we 
aimed all of our three 
pointed stars on a course for 
Knysna with a stop at Sedgefield.  
The weather was holding up 
nicely and soon Sedgefield was 
within reach.  We had a stop at 
Sedgefield Classic Cars and had 
a proper perusal of all that is on 
sale, from a humble Cortina to 
the more flashy Buicks. Man were 
there lots of cars to ogle at!  

With our first stop all done and 
dusted we were off for some coffee 
and biscuits at Bernd and his wife, 
at their lovely home.  There was 
great discussion of the Pagodas 
that were in attendance, one was 
again reminded of the magnificent 
engineering that went into those 
cars and how they stood the test 

o f 
t i m e .  
As we drove off we 
were greeted by the spectacular 
vista “The Knysna Heads”, in all 
their splendour.  We were then 
off to the Bruce Parnell Collection, 
a great collection of beautifully 
restored cars, mostly British 
automobiles.  

There were a few noteworthy 
autos that indeed need 
mentioning, for example, Rolls 
Royce, Jaguars and Bentleys.  
There is also a vast collection of 
miniature cars, in the region of 6 
000, miniatures.  The cars are kept 
in absolute astounding condition, 
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some of the cars were restored to 
such a level of perfection that one 
could be forgiven to think that it 
just rolled off the showroom floor 
of some bygone era.

The museum is of great 
quality and the staff is absolutely 
knowledgeable of every single car, 
and can give you a truly precise 
history of the cars.  But alas 
our visit also had to come to an 
end, but our day surely was not 
finished, Bernd managed to book 
us for lunch at the Knysna Yacht 
Club, to finish off our lovely day.

The view and company that 
one was in all made for a very 
special occasion and one is left 
gobsmacked of how Knysna and 
its residents were devastated by 
ravenous fires about a year ago 
and how they all stood together 
to rebuild their beautiful town and 
surroundings.  Thank you very 
much Bernd for all your trouble 
in organising the event, we look 
forward to more excursions.

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION
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Thank you very much to Dirk van 
der Westhuizen for all the effort 
in making this national event 
possible! 

Our region was fortunate in 
having our club president and 
car number one as entrants. 
Thank you to Waldo and Rene 
for bringing the Benz out.  Truly 
special to drive behind 105 years 
of history with Bertha (aka Rene) 
behind the wheel! 

Our event started on Saturday 
when we left for Plettenberg Bay 
for an enjoyable drive and kuier. 
9 Cars left Plettenberg Bay on 
Sunday morning for the official 
drive back to George ending with 
lunch after a photo session at the 
historic Moedergemeente Church. 

My mother, Drini and myself 
were the only entrants who were 
also present at the centennial 
Bertha Benz rally held in Pretoria 

30 years ago!  
Rene took the honors for the 

oldest car not only for our region 
but country wide.

Lizette Kriel really looked the 
part and won best dressed lady.

A special thank you to my wife, 
Rensche, for helping to organize 
the event and presenting us with 
the history of Bertha Benz. 

Southern Cape Bertha Benz Run 11-12 Augustus 2018
By Chris Kuhn 
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Some time ago, I requested 
member Bernd Rohloff to arrange 
an outing to Knysna.  We followed 
his instruction to the letter, time 
and distance.  After meeting we 
set off and made the first stop 
in Sedgefield to see what was on 
offer.  On time and we were on the 
road again to our next stop, at the 
House of Classic cars in Knysna 
where we spent the allotted 5 
minutes.

Then we moved to Bernd’s 
house where we were welcomed 
by him and Ariane with coffee and 
biscuits. This was followed by a 
short tour of Knysna as prescribed 
in the Tour Companion.Then it 
was time for the main event of the 

day, being our visit to the BRUCE 
PARNELL COLLECTION.

We were met by Brian Bruce, 
who gave us a short history of the 
collection before we started the 
tour.

We thanked Bruce by 
presenting him with a copy of the 
first Benz Lens annual as well as 
a grill badge commemorating 50 
years of the W114/5.  Although 
this was my second visit to the 
collection, one never grows tired 
of it. It is an amazing collection, 
mainly of British oldsters with a 
few Italians and Mercedes’ thrown 
in.

And of course the petrol pump 
collection.

We do not have many Pagodas 
in the Southern Cape, thus we 
were amazed when five turned up 
for the visit.Time runs out quickly, 
and before we realised it, it was 
time to move to the Knysna Yacht 
club where Werner Nisi arranged 
a lunch.During lunch, both Bernd 
and Werner were thanked for their 
arrangements and each received 
a keyring from our President.

After a very good lunch, and 
with good companions, the day 
ended and happy members went 
their separate ways for the rest of 
the afternoon.

We look forward to the next 
visit.

KNYSNA OUTING
By  Johan Sloet

SOUTHERN CAPE REGION
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130th Anniversary Bertha Benz Run 
By Hanjo Stier



32 Volume 33 | September 2018 | No. 3

5 August 2018 marked the 130th 
anniversary of Bertha Benz having 
famously nicked her hubby’s 
car to visit her Mum who lived 
roughly 106km away. Quite a feat 
with what was the only proper 
internal-combustion automobile 
in existence at the time. 

To commemorate the world’s 
first “Ia’m going to my mother 
and have taken the kids with me” 
the Mercedes-Benz Club of South 
Africa orchestrated nationwide 
excursions of their various 
chapters with a teleconferenced 
address to all six chapters from 
the president (Waldo Scribante) 
on Sunday 12 August 2018. 

The Western Cape delegation 
of about two dozen vehicles met in 
the Karl Bremer hospital parking 
area with many drivers and 
passengers dressed in the fashion 
one might have encountered in 
the year 1888. Just before 9am, the 
convoy departed for Mercedes-
Benz Paarl, a main sponsor of 

this event. Free coffee and the 
president’s speech preceded a 
lengthy but scenic route to the “Ke 
Monate” lunch venue on Signal 
Gun Wine Estate in Durbanville 
(northern suburbs of Cape Town). 

A quick glance around the 
parking lot revealed a lot of 
beautiful Mercedes metal with 
the most prevalent models being 
W108, Dash Eight (W114/5) and 
Pontons. After a quick group 
photo, some drone shots and a 
huffy BMW driver, a multi-course 
buffet lunch was served on the 
deck of Ke Monate. 
Marketing guru Bianca from 
Mercedes-Benz Paarl took the 
opportunity to welcome and thank 
all attendants, and to elaborate 
on Bertha’s epic adventure which 
included fuel stops at German 
pharmacies to buy cleaning 
benzene… because petrol hadn’t 
been invented yet. Bertha also got 
a cobbler to reline brake shoes 
of her Patentwagen (version 3) 
with leather to increase efficiency, 
cleaned a blocked fuel line with 
her hat pin and used a garter as 

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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insulation material. 
Event organiser Dirk van der 
Westhuizen also extended 
gratitude to all attending 
members and main sponsors, 
including co-host Mercedes-Benz 
Paarl and the main sponsor, 
Scribs Museum / Waldo Scribante, 
for the numberplates. 
A short and informal prize-giving 
ceremony saw the award for best-
dressed lady go to Carmen Malan, 
with best-dressed gentleman 
being Jimmy Visser. Daleen and 
Stephan du Toit received the 
award for best-dressed couple 
while Graham van Heerden got 
the trophy for the oldest car at the 
event for his 1950 170S. 
Western Cape Chairman Kurt 
Stassen ended official proceedings 
by thanking Dirk for all his effort 
in organising such an outstanding 
event! 

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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On Sunday 27 May 2018, about 
a dozen Mercedes-Benz’s 
congregated at one of the 
Western Cape’s favourite meeting 
places – the Winelands Engen 
1-Stop on the N1 north. A convoy 
of mostly sedans departed at 
a leisurely pace around 08h30 
and meandered the way through 
sunny autumn scenery. 
After passing through the leafy 
student village of Stellenbosch, 
the next stop was “The Millhouse 
Kitchen” restaurant on the 
beautiful Lourensford Wine Estate 
in Somerset West. Most of the 
Benzes were parked together at 
09h30 and were joined by a few 
more members and vehicles at 
the venue. 
A quick glance around the parking 

lot revealed the following: C107, 
W108, W111, W114, W123, W126, 
R170, R171, W203, C208 and the 
newest vehicle of the group – Jean 
le Roux’s beautiful black W204 
C350. The youngest human on this 
run was two years old; the oldest 
got upset when we asked. 
Millhouse comes highly 
recommended for breakfast and 
lunch but booking is essential 
– our group of 27 enjoyed a set 
multi-course breakfast with juice, 
tea and coffee on offer. Typing 
of which, organiser Claire Stier 
sponsored a prize for her choice 
of “best sedan”. 
The prize was a coffee making 
and blending experience for two 
from Gift Experience South Africa 
and it went to Hannes Pienaar for 

his “Big Fintail”. After breakfast, 
everyone departed at leisure and 
was invited to visit the last of this 
season’s Lourensford Market. 
Also on the premises is a small 
collection of classic vehicles 
with a craft brewery sharing its 
space; this got a fleeting visit 
from most attendees. Entrance 
to Lourensford and its many 
activities is free and you can 
find more information on www.
lourensford.co.za
No vehicles were harmed in the 
making of this run. 

Lourensford “Sedan” Breakfast Run 
By Hanjo Stier
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High up on the slopes of Sir Lowry’s 
Pass is home to the fabulous and 
pristine Da Capo Wine Estate and 
it’s signature restaurant IDIOM, 
rebuilt with stunning architecture 
after a major veld fire several 
years ago.

August 29th dawned a bright 
and sunny Cape Winter’s day 
to make the start of our day 
an absolute pleasure to drive 
through the outskirts of Somerset 
West and Sir Lowry’s Pass Village 

onto the winding, climbing, 
private road to our preferential 
parking and display area below 
the restaurant. A mixed bag of 
Mercedes-Benz models formed 
our convoy, amongst them 107’s, 
129’s, an SLK, a 124 cabriolet, a 
CLK430, an E-class cabriolet and 
an SL63AMG.

The management and staff of 
the restaurant are no amateurs at 
hosting car clubs and catered to 
our needs admirably. A fabulous 

two course lunch, plus a touch 
of their exclusive wine collection, 
was enjoyed by all, and the social 
‘chit chat’ enhanced by our own 
version of musical chairs. 

The departing drive back 
down the winding road provided 
panoramic views of the scenic 
mountains and the ocean of False 
Bay.

It was another great day out 
with friends & ‘Benz’

THE IDIOM EXPERIENCE
By Dave Shakeshaft
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The committee of the Benz-Lens Magazine ChAlleNge All our memBerS to 
submit their own personal stories and images. The winning articles will be published 

in the quarterly magazine and on our digital media. Annual prizes will be awarded 
according to contributions on photos, articles and Facebook posts.  

PleASe CoNTACT our ediTor for ASSiSTANCe.

ADVERT

Eerste SMART in Suid-Afrika 
geregistreerd in 1999 – 

Eienaar René Scribante. 
Net so passie vol oor haar 

SMARTs as Wayne Vermaakt.
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Olga van der Westhuizen | Cell: 082 055 2275 • Francois van der Westhuizen | Cell: 082 379 6240
regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za | www.mercedesbenzclubshop.co.za

REGALIA WORTH EVERY PENNY!

ADVERT
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Chris Carlisle-Kitz (Vice President)
C: 082 966 3463  

e: vicepresident@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Kemp (Treasurer) 
C: 083 457 1092 

e: treasurer@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Sven Krass de Krassnokutski
 (Chairman: Northern region) 

C: 082 685 8204
e: northern@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Sloet (Chairman: Southern Cape) 
C: 083 640 7455

e: scape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Theo Potgieter (Chairman: Central region)  
C: 084 551 6122 

e: central@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Stephen Kaalsen (editor) 
C: 083 234 7653 

e: editor@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

olga & francois van der Westhuizen  
(Regalia Officer)

C: 082 055 2275 or 082 379 6240
e: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

PLEASE NOTE: The placement of ads is a service rendered to our members. Neither the editor nor the committee accepts any liability pertaining to condition or 
ownership of goods advertised. It remains the responsibility of the reader to investigate these issues before closing any transaction.

DISCLAIMER: The Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa, although an authorized user of the Mercedes-Benz Trademarks, is an independent organisation and the 
views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those Mercedes-Benz SA, Daimler AG or the Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH.* Opinions expressed are 

those of the individual contributors and should not be interpreted as official club policy. While great care has been exercised in the compilation of the material 
published, members are advised to personally verify information, statements and claims before committing themselves to acts on transactions.

* Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH is a Daimler Company.

P.O. Box 999, George, 6530 | www.mercedesbenzclub.co.za

The only officially recognized Mercedes-Benz Club in Africa 
Member of the SA Motor Club Association 

Annalie Kachelhoffer (National Secretary)
C: 084 205 5411 
e: secretary@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

marlize heroldt (membership Secretary) 
C: 073 305 6214 | f: 086 684 0235
e: membership@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Kurt Stassen (Chairman: Western Cape) 
C: 082 415 8815 
e: wcape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

erald hohls (Chairman: eastern Cape) 
C: 082 443 8379
e: ecape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Avish maharaj (Chairman: KZN) 
C: 071 672 8156
e: kzn@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

marcell mostert (Social media) 
C: 083 704 3223
e: socialmedia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Pat Smythe (Club Approved insurance Broker)
T: 031 701 0226  C: 082 781 4410 
e: pat@smythebros.com
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Honorary Life Members 
Sir Stirling Moss | Steve Rademeyer | Ettienne Geel | Philip Kannemeyer | Graham van Heerden | Dirk van der Westhuizen

Hero Awards
Kobus Harris | Norman Hickel | Louis Coetzer | Chris Calisle-Kitz | Maxim Erdmann (Posthumous) | Bill Tolken | Fred Winkel 

Okkie Potgieter | Theo Classen | Waldo Scribante
Special Members 

Chris Calisle-Kitz | Hein Lorentz | Okkie Potgieter | Brian Slingers | Anna-Lee dos Santos | Selvin Govender | Warren Geyser

Benz Lens
M e R C e D e s - B e n z  C L U B  O F  s O U T H  A F R I C A

DIE 
THE

Waldo Scribante (President) 
C: 082 802 3280 | e: president@mercedesbenzclub.co.za


