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All years ending with the digit 9 
are special for Mercedes-Benz.  
The first ever Fintail Sedan built in 
August 1959 was launched later in 
1959.  That is a whopping 60 years 
ago!  In 1989, before you could say 
“tata Tagtigs”, the iconic R129 was 
launched and a new era dawned 
for Mercedes-Benz.  This was when 
the first ever electro-hydraulic 
convertible roof operation was 
introduced to Mercedes-Benz, 
among other great features.  

This year, 40 years ago, the 
first ever W126 sedan produced, 
premiered at the Frankfurt Motor 
Show in 1979.  The W126 was the 
second generation to officially 
bear the prestigious “S Class” 
designation; an abbreviation 
for the German Sonderklasse 
or “special class.”  It introduced 
many Mercedes-Benz safety 
innovations, including the first 
seatbelt pretensioners. 

Dear reader, the end of 2019 
has crept up on us with such a 
speed. Not too long now and 
this year will become a blast of 
the past.  Fasten your seatbelt!  
This edition is of S Class quality, 
sonderklasse! 

The W126 was initially offered 
with straight-six carburettor 
or fuel injected configuration, 
fuel injected V8 petrol, and a 

turbocharged diesel engine 
for the sedan.  A C126 2-door 
coupé version was introduced 
in September 1981.  The W126’s 
twelve-year production run 
between 1979 and 1991 was the 
longest of any S-Class generation 
since that designation began to 
be used by the company in the 
1970s, a homage to the first “S” 
designated top-class models, the 
mid-1950s 300 S and 300 Sc. 

Mercedes-Benz, the finest 
builders of the automobile, has 
really outdone themselves with 
the dawning of these top end cars. 

Of course, with 2019 being the 
year of the scarce and the valuable, 
the rare and the collectible – no 
exception will be made when 
featuring the flagship dream of 

Editorial
Stephen Kaalsen

the 126 range – the W126 560SEL 
and C126 560SEC.

The most powerful engine ever 
fitted to the W126 S-Class was the 
5.5-litre V8 petrol, delivering 221 
kW. This engine, classified as the 
“ECE-Variante” (German name), 
has a higher compression ratio 
of 10:5 and cannot be retrofitted 
with catalysator at a later stage.  
In September 1986, the “ECE-
Variante” was superseded by 
“RÜF-Variante”, which retains the 
same horsepower figure without 
catalysator and lower figure if 
retrofitted with catalysator at a 
later stage. The 560 SEL with 221 
kW engine was the fastest large 
saloon in production, reaching 
250 km/h.  It was classified the 
fastest until BMW 750i/750iL 
was introduced in 1987 with 
ungoverned top speed of 300 
km/h (186 mph). Its performance 
was comparable to the iconic 
Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2 or Ferrari 
Mondial. In 1990, the 560 SEL/
SEC had a reduced horsepower 
figure to 200 kW, (probably for 
emission’s sake).

The W126 series of S-Class 
has been the most popular 
S-Class on record in terms of 
units produced. The different 
body styles of the W126 S-Class 



3Volume 34 | December 2019 | No. 4

achieved a combined sales total of 
892,123 units (818,063 sedans and 
74,060 coupés).  The W126’s 12-
year production run was longer 
than any S-Class before or since. 
Due to its “bank vault” built and 
status symbol, the W126 has been 
popular with celebrities including 
Michael Jackson, Ayrton Senna, 
Jody Scheckter, business leaders, 
heads of state including Nelson 
Mandela, dictators, and such.  Even 
Leana Jooste, fictional character 
from the popular Afrikaans TV 
series “Agter elke Man” was the 
proud driver of a diamond blue 
W126 380SE.  Three armoured 560 
SEL that were ordered by Saddam 
Hussein had a series of pipes 
shooting flames out of their sides! 

A limited number of W126 
continued to be produced in South 
Africa until 1994, three years after 
the introduction of W140 S-Class. 
Nelson Mandela was given a 
special commemorative model, 
a signal red 500 SE. His 500 SE 
was the last W126 assembled in 
South Africa and with components 
donated by Mercedes-Benz South 
Africa.  The factory workers of 
MBSA in those days, assembled 
that vehicle with no remuneration. 

As the production run of the never 
to be forgotten 126 S Class came 
and left, so has 2019!  It was a 
year filled with a great number 
of outings.  From the different 
region’s opening functions, club 
runs, the 34th annual gathering 
and AGM in Clarens, the National 
Concours, to all region’s year end 
functions and regional AGM’s – 
what a year 2019 has been!  For 
the Benz Lens at least, it was one 
of the highlight years with 4 digital 
magazines that literally burst 

open with articles, and this was 
the second year the annual was 
successfully distributed.

I cannot thank each loyal reader 
enough for supporting the Benz 
Lens and my third completed year 
as Editor of the Benz Lens, and 
the National Committee for their 
biased support of the Benz Lens, 
myself and my wife Claudine.  May 
you all have a lovely time this end 
of year.  May 2020 be a prosperous 
and blessed new year for all!

EDITORIAL
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During the year, I never had 
the opportunity to personally 
thank Hein Lorentz for his 
huge contribution and financial 
support toward the success of 
our National Concours. Without 
his support and enthusiasm for 
the event, it would never have 
become the STAR event that we 
are all so proud to be a part of. 
Hein, from the bottom of my heart 
and on behalf of everybody in the 
Club, we thank you. You are a true 
gentleman.

National Concours
In September, we hosted 

yet another successful National 
Concours.  Although slightly 
smaller in numbers, the event drew 
top-class competitors and cars. 

Theo Janse van Rensburg, with 
his magnificent Pagoda, proved a 
worthy winner! Congratulations 
and thank you to all participants 
and members who entered and 
supported the event.

A special word of thanks to 
Sven Krassnokutski, our Concours 
Director, and his right-hand man 
Koos du Toit. Congratulations on a 
job well done!

Mercedes-Benz Sandown 
Motors sponsored the event 
and did not spare any expense.
Thank you to Dealer Principal Alex 
Boavida, and Yolande Gunther, 
Marketing Manager of Mercedes-
Benz Sandown, for hosting us for 
the weekend. We cannot thank you 
enough for your generous support 
and sponsorship, as well as the use 

of your magnificent showroom. 
It was truly a STAR event. Thank 
you, too, for providing coffee for 
all MBCSA members throughout 
the weekend. The Vida e Café right 
there in your dealership really is a 
blessing! 

A Meeting of Presidents
In October, I again had the 

privilege of attending the annual 
MBCCM President’s Meeting in 
Stuttgart. We were 67 Presidents 
from all over the world. What a 
marvellous opportunity it was to 
network - sharing stories, common 
challenges and inspirational ideas. 
I was also fortunate to reunite with 
friends and to make new ones.

from the 
President 
Waldo Scribante
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from the PRESIDENT

Our weekend started on the 
Friday afternoon. After greeting of 
old friends and new, we were off 
to the Classic Centre in Fellbach, 
where we were welcomed by 
Herr Christian Boucke, Director 
of Mercedes-Benz Classic and 
Customer Events. Following that, 

we had a tour of the amazing 
Classic Centre, with a special 
exhibit and history behind the T80 
World Recordwagen.

We were then spoiled with 
a surprise tour of the “Holy 
Halls” (or in German, die “Heilige 
Halle”), where the Mercedes-

Benz Collection is stored. What 
an amazing experience, especially 
seeing the record-winning racing 
cars from yesteryear.

Unfortunately, no photography 
was allowed, but the book about 
the Heilige Halle is now available 
for purchase!
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From there, we were trans-
ferred to Mercedes-AMG and 
HWA AG at Affalterbach, where we 
once again saw the handcrafted 
manufacturing of AGM engines. 

HWA AG was founded in 1999, 
and lends its name from Hans-

Werner Aufrecht, who established 
AMG in 1967. Towards the end 
of 1998, Aufrecht sold a majority 
interest in AMG to DaimlerChrysler 
AG. As part of the process, the 
motor racing department and 
parts of the customised vehicles 

construction business were spun 
off and transferred to HWA AG, 
where they continued building 
race cars. First the DTM motors 
for Mercedes-Benz and now the 
Mercedes-AMG GT3 and GT-
R’s. We were shown behind the 

from the PRESIDENT
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scenes, where they hand build 
these racing cars. If I remember 
correctly, six of them at a time, in 
various stages of completion.

From there we went to 
“Weinstube Muz”, a wine 
restaurant, where we had 
“Gemeinsames Abendessen mit 
gemütlichem Get-together.” In 
English: a “mutual dinner with 
leisurely get-together” – an 
adjective easily achieved with the 
excellent wine provided. 

Saturday morning, we were off 
to the MB Museum. It was in the 
exclusive meeting hall at the top 
of the museum that we gathered 
for the day’s meetings.

First, we were introduced to 
the Management of MB Classic 
Club Management, now under the 

leadership of Monja Büdke. 
Georg Wohlfarth shared with 

us the successes of 2019 and 
introduced the 2020 highlights 
to us. Unfortunately, some of the 
topics are still confidential and I 
cannot reveal them just yet.

 A major announcement 
was that there will only be two 
editions per year of the MB Classic 
magazine.

All the Mercedes-Benz 
Magazines are available online, 
free of charge to members with an 
International Club Card.

In 2020 we will see the 
launches of the new GLE Coupé, 
MB Maybach GLS, new GLA, and 
all new S-Class and Mercedes-
Maybach S-Class. The CLS and 
E-Class cars will see a face-lift in 

2020.
We will also be celebrating 125 

years of the bus and 25 years of 
the Vito and Sprinter.

Celebration “Dream Cars by 
Mercedes-Benz” will commence 
in 2020. Ever since the earliest 
beginnings, there have been 
vehicles in the model programme 
of Mercedes-Benz that evoke 
fascination to a special degree. 
Thanks to their design, sportiness 
or their glamour, they are 
considered Dream Cars of their 
time (and beyond), such as the 
current SL and CLS models, as well 
as past models such as the 540K 
special roadster, 300SL Gullwing 
and C111.

Good things to know…

from the PRESIDENT

After lunch, we had an inter-
esting presentation by Michael 
Plag, Project Manager Restorations 
Mercedes-Benz Classic, presenting 
the “Reconstruction Avus Race Car 
Mercedes-Benz SSKL” – the first 
Silver Arrow with which Manfred 
von Brauchitsch won the 1932 
Berlin Avus race.

The presentation included a 
very interesting and informative 
section regarding the future of 3D 
printing of Classic Car Parts, which 
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they used to rebuild this replica 
race car in a record time of about 
7-8 months.

Read the full story The Silver 
Arrow: SSKL Avus Racing Car from 
1932. https://www.mercedes-
benz.com/en/classic/history/sskl-
avus-racing-car-from-1932/ 

After some informal discus-
sions with the Management of 
MBCCM, we returned to our Hotel, 
from where we had a short walk to 
“Vinum im Boshareal” for another 
informal dinner.

On Sunday morning, we had a 
tour of the MB Museum, with a visit 
to the special exhibit G-Schichen 
(or G-Stories), “Life begins at 40: 

a brief history of the Mercedes 
G-Wagen”. 

A huge display of Gelände-
wagens was also held in front of 
the museum.    

We enjoyed lunch at the 
museum and after a farewell word 
by Georg Wohlfarth, it was time to 
say goodbye to many a friend.

Speaking of 
Geländewagens…  

One week after our meeting 
in Stuttgart, I arrived just in time 
(05h30) to join the Northern 
region’s Geländewagen outing 
with a new G63 on loan from MBSA. 
What a vehicle! Unfortunately, it 

came with very strict instructions 
that I was not allowed to do any 
off-roading, which I think it would 
have done with distinction.

Many thanks to Johann and 
Corné Marx for organizing the 
event, as well as all the G-wagon 
owners who joined us for the 
weekend. We definitely need more 
Geländewagen outings and hope 
for some exciting ones in 2020.

On Sunday, we visited Pius 
Mogokeng’s Classic Car Collection 
near Cullinan. They treated us 
with a healthy breakfast buffet, 
and I thank Pius, his son and 
daughter for their hospitality. It 
is really worthwhile, should the 

from the PRESIDENT
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opportunity arise, to visit this 
amazing collection.    

Changes in Leadership
It is with great sadness that 

we bid farewell to Southern 
Cape Regional Chairman Johan 
Sloet, as well as to stalwart Steve 
Rademeyer, Regional Chairman of 
the Northern Region.

I thank you both, most 
sincerely, for your active 
participation and dedication to 
your roles in the Regional and 
National Committees. For the time 
and expertise that you have so 
willingly offered, which have made 
a huge difference to our Club. 
Your enthusiastic attitudes, as well 
as your contribution of hands-on 
input and ideas, have always been 
appreciated. You have fulfilled 
your roles superbly and for that I 
will always be grateful. 

To the newly elected Regional 
Committees, with Aldo van Zyl 
as Chairman in the Southern 
Cape and once again, Sven 
Krassnokutski as Chairman in the 

from the PRESIDENT

Northern Region - we 
welcome you and 
wish you all the best 
for 2020.

Congratulations 
to the re-elected 
Chairmen, Zillen 
Venter (Western 
Cape), Erald Hohls 
(Eastern Cape), Fanie 
du Preez (Central 
Region) and Avish 
Maharaj (KZN). 
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40th Geländenwagen 
Celebration 
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2019 NATIONAL CONCOURS
By Francis Carlisle-Kitz

Mercedes-Benz Sandton, Rivonia 
Road in Johannesburg truly is an 
enormous glass treasure chest.  
As you approach this huge, multi-
storey monolith you become 
aware that it is filled with an 
amazing array of glittering gems of 
every conceivable hue.  These are 
the new cars on display.  However, 
Club members and Mercedes-
Benz enthusiasts alike were in for 
a veritable feast of all the senses 
this weekend as a steady stream 
of exquisite classics and old timers 
began to roll in to add to the 
treasures in the chest.  

 Had you been there early 
enough, you might have witnessed 
the arrival of a magnificent red 
racing car - the 300 SE, 6.3 AMG 
of Warren Geyser.  The shell was 
originally the crafted conception 
of Chris Carlisle-Kitz before 
passing into the hands of Warren 
Geyser, under whose watchful 
eye emerged a magnificent jewel; 
a real credit to the imagination 
and craftsmanship of those who 
had a hand in its construction 
and faceting.  This car was 
tailored from Pietermaritzburg 
by Warren and his Trusty Team 
of Tifozi.  They were never far 
from the car throughout the 
event, informing the steady flow 
of amazed onlookers drawn 
to this spectacular vehicle.  
Following this, the spectacle 
became an eye watering flow of 
gleaming moments of chrome – 
yards of shining silver bumpers, 
extravagant over riders, huge 
glistening, detailed, wheel discs 

The jewel in the calendar of the Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa took place on 14 
and 15 September.  That is the annual National Concours hosted by Mercedes-Benz 
Sandown Motors in Sandton.

NORTHERN REGION

and embellishers.  
All this to be seen in the radiant 

light of the modernistic jewel – 
boxes of the show rooms and 
lower floor working bays, which 
flashed and glinted off a myriad 
of gleaming three pointed stars 
set against immaculate, lovingly 
polished paintwork.  Cars were 
carefully reversed into bays, each 

having their individual hoists for 
final cleaning and detailing before 
professional scrutiny – to the very 
last detail – by the band of judges 
with their pens and clipboards, 
huge wealth of knowledge and 
encouragement for the entrants.   

Along the lines of cars neatly 
in their bays, bonnets were open, 
care like, exposing the still heart 
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of each magnificent multifaceted 
jewels on which their owners 
worked.

These were the last, important 
minutes of sometimes tens, if not 
hundreds of hours of preparation 
which any car really needs to be 
a real concours car.  Amongst the 
competing vehicles were a couple 
of SL’s whose restoration had just 

been completed.  This was the 
first time either one had been 
presented in public.  They were 
the focus of constant attention 
and questioning by a growing 
number of onlookers.  So much so 
that as the judges came to these 
cars they had to work around the 
enthusiasts watches. 

The judges: Chris Carlisle-

Kitz (Authenticity), Naas Schutte 
(Interior), Andrew Fourie 
(Undercarriage), Piet Landman 
(Body & Glass), Hercu van der Walt 
(Engine Bay), Steve Rademeyer 
(Mechanical) and Avish Maharaj 
(Trainee Judge) supported 
Ettienne Geel (Chief Judge), who 
all worked steadily throughout the 
day on Saturday and on Sunday 
morning, scoring the cars in their 
own speciality.  The completed 
score cards were collected and 
returned to Sven Krassnokutski, 
the eminently capable, 
unflappable, tireless and smiling 
National Concours Director.  
Sven was able to maintain such a 
seamless efficiency through the 
quiet and constant support of 
Koos Du Toit, Assistant Director 
of the Concours.  At this stage of 
the event, curious enthusiasts 
and members must have become 
aware of the true extent of such 
a prestigious national event.  Not 
only with the total of thousands 
of hours the entrants would have 
spent in meticulous preparation 
of their precious metal, some 
of which arrived on trailers and 
transporters from all over the 
country, but also the time, energy 
and enthusiasm spent by all those 
unmentioned, who have been 
involved for many months in the 
planning and preparation for this 
final show of magnificent marque 
motor cars.  We should all pay 
tribute to them.  Saturday night 
saw 50 Club members and friends 
meet at Tigers Milk restaurant 
in Bryanston.  The venue on the 
veranda had been agreed following 
much discussion and research.  
The dinner was arranged by Anna-
Lee Dos Santos, and the gathering 
was noisy, jubilant and the food 
noticeable for its taste and value.  
Good choice guys!  Thank you to 
Waldo Scribante for sponsoring 
the meal!  

On Sunday, the event included 
midmorning sweet treats to go 
with the barista coffee available, 
free, throughout the weekend.  
Luncheon for members was 
majestic!  Platters of perfectly 

NORTHERN REGION
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presented food for all tastes 
of 100 people were displayed 
on a seemingly endless table.  
Christopher Dooley organized the 
catering service and it was five 
star finger snacks!  All the food for 
the event was kindly sponsored 
through the generosity of Pius 
Mokgokong. 

 Although there were fewer 
entrants than in the previous 
years, the event was certainly a 
feast for the eyes with cars to get 
the blood racing.  Amongst cars to 
be viewed entering for either the 

d’Etat or d’Elegance were numours 
SL’s in the whole variety of models 
and colours, fabulous Fintails, 
pretty Pontons, beautiful bakkies, 
a gleaming G Wagon, wonderful 
W124’s a white W109 with an 
unforgettable engine sound.  Clive 
Winterstein’s breathtaking 220SE 
cabriolet slid in late on Sunday, 
its lifted bonnet exposing a 
spectacular engine bay.  

 In all the 2019 National 
Concourse was indeed a fabulous 
feast for all the senses.  Thanks to 
everyone involved in every facet of 

this box of memorable treasures.   
Particular recognition should be 
shown to Alex and Yolandie for 
the almost unbelievably gorgeous 
venue which was staffed to 
perfection.  

Finally also to Waldo Scribante, 
the National President, who flew 
in from George for the event and 
whose ever present belief in the 
club and enthusiasm is an integral 
part of the rich oil which keeps 
the Mercedes-Benz Club of South 
Africa driving forward. 

NORTHERN REGION



18 Volume 34 | December 2019 | No. 4

Proud Sponsors 
of

National Concours 2019
Mercedes-Benz Club of 

South Africa
14 – 15 September 2019

ADVERT
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JACARANDA RUN 
By Shynelle Greeff 

It’s that time of the year where we can admire the 
beauty our country offers.  That being said, is not 
only all the beautiful cars our club has that the 
South African roads can host, but also the wondrous 
Jacaranda trees that Gauteng are known for having!  
On the 13th of October, we were enjoying just that! 40 
members gathered at Mercedes Benz Bedfordview for 
our annual Jacaranda Run, where we were welcomed 
with coffee and muffins.

A convoy of more than 20 cars from 190 SL, R129 
SL, 107SL’s to newer AMG models enjoyed a route 
through Johannesburg and admiring the Jacaranda 

trees.  On route one of the AMG’s were pulled over 
by Metro Police, just for them to admire the engine 
noise!

After the beautiful drive, we took a 40min drive 
through to Vanderbijlpark for a Lunch at Gas Monkey 
Pub and Grill.  The venue is uniquely designed and 
decorated with rustic car bodies, a combi converted 
with tables and chairs for people to sit, eat and drink. 
The bathroom basins made from tyres and the tap 
made of a petrol pump nozzle. It’s really something 
to experience.  We would like to thank everyone that 
took part in the day for their support!

NORTHERN REGION
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NORTHERN REGION’S YEAR END FUNCTION 
By Anna-Lee Dos Santos

A lovely sunny morning dawned for a leisurely trip 
to the Mount Grace Hotel & Spa in Magaliesburg on 
the day of our event. It is a wonderful venue nestled 
in a picturesque and relaxing environment. The well 
planned AGM was short and to the point. A big high-5 
must go to Sven Krassnokutski, Jan-willem Wielsma 
and Koos du Toit for being elected as office bearers of 
the Northern Region. Thanks to the outgoing Chairman 
Steve Rademeyer and his committee. Certificates for 

contributions during the year were handed out during 
lunch.  Members and their partners were treated to 
a sumptuous 3 course lunch. The obvious enjoyment 
and well known cameraderie amongst the members 
made for another memorable day! Thank you to Jan-
Willem Wielsma and Christopher Dooley for planning 
and hosting the event.

What a wonderful event and experience we had as the Mercedes-Benz Club of SA’s 
Northern region at our Year End Function and AGM!  

NORTHERN REGION
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SOUTHERN CAPE REGION

WEEKEND AT KLAARSTROOM 
By Aldo van Zyl

Having only heard of the town 
a few times and Google not 
being very helpful at giving away 
information with regards to the 
whereabouts of the town, we set 
our sights to the Karoo to find out 
just what the town has to offer.  
“Klaarstroom, ons is Klaar oppad!”

For those who are wondering 
where this little gem of a town is, 
it’s an hour and a half’s drive away 
from George trekking over the 
pleated Outeniqua mountains to 
Outsthoorn, De Rust and then the 
picturesque  Meiringspoort pass 
with its astonishing mountain 
overhangs.  Once you’re done with 
the pass, the town of Klaarstroom 
is close by and it’s literally a short 
left and you’re there.

Not knowing what to expect 
always makes for a great surprise, 
and what a surprise it turned out 

to be!  It could literally be the 
smallest town in South Africa, with 
the biggest heart and kindest, 
friendly citizens around.

Once we arrived, our gracious 
host Erik and ever so elegant and 
hostess Hermien, received us with 
open arms and booked us into our 
very comfortable rooms/cottages.  
We were all treated to a lovely 
brunch where after we joined 
the rest of the town to watch the 
Rugby World Cup Final at - and yes 
you guessed it - the local hotel.  
Fun and excitement were abound 
at the local bar as we all watched 
the nail biting rugby match our 
nerves calmed and cooled by the 
odd drink or two.

There was an air of 
camaraderie as the Springboks 
thrust our country into another 
victorious World Cup Final.  With 

the rugby final winding down the 
Van Eedens took great care of us 
by entertaining our club members 
to a lovely braai with delicious 
salads, bread and most of all great 
company to carry us deep into the 
evening.

The fresh air and ultra quiet 
during the night made for a very 
relaxing and rejuvenating rest.  
Breakfast was proffered by Erik 
and Hermien with their insistence 
on serving only the finest foods for 
a couple of hungry members.  Our 
weekend was over rather quickly, 
we all bid adieu to the quaint little 
town with the big heart in the 
heart of the Karoo.  We all would 
like to thank the Van Eedens once 
again for their hospitality and 
friendly manner.  Until we meet 
again, farewell Klaarstroom.
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YEAR END FUNCTION FOR THE SOUTHERN CAPE REGION
By Aldo van Zyl

Having our year end function 
under the big old oak tree at the 
Scribs Benzeum has become a 
treat and pleasure to look forward 
to every year and this was no 
different.  Scrumptious meat and 
pap were there to entertain the 
taste buds while the cars did not 
disappoint either.

We had quite a number of 
entrants but the most beautiful 
must have been Pieter Lourens’s 
blue Pagoda for the old timers 
category and the AMG E500 
cabriolet of Nellis Beyers that 
was the winner of the new timer 

category. 
The cars were in absolutely 

good shape but unfortunately 
there could only be one winner in 
each category.  A few words were 
said by our outgoing chairman 
Johan Sloet as he thanked all 
who participated in all events 
during the course of the year, as 
well as everybody who has been 
working behind the scenes, such 
as Marlize, Lize & Adele.  Once 
again a big thanks to everyone 
who made our club such a special 
club to partake in.   The highlight 
of our lunch was wrapped up by 

a wonderful Magnum ice cream.  
Our biggest thanks to Waldo & 
Renè for yet again hosting this 
marvellous event at their home 
and a big thanks to everybody 
who entered their cars; after all 
they were the stars of the day.  

We wish everyone from the 
management of the Southern 
Cape region a Merry Christmas 
and a blessed New Year.  Safe 
travels for all and we hope to see 
old and new faces in the coming 
year.  May 2020 be a year of vision 
with the three pointed star guiding 
our way ahead.

Our annual year end function is here and in the blink of an eye, another year has 
passed.  As per our standard modus operandi the year end function was held by our 
gracious hosts Waldo & Rene.  The most succulent lambs were on the spit and we 
were yet again delighted with perfect weather.
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OCTOBERFEST 2019-12-13 
By Aldo van Zyl

This year was no exception, the 
Scribante’s always coming up 
with something new and fresh 
and this year was no exception.  
We held our little soiree, at the 
newly renovated club house and 
venue now called “THE BENZ”.  
Live music was the order of the 
day and some even took part in a 
little dance.  Thank you very much 
Kobus & Linda for that marvellous 
sidestep action!

Eisbein, sauerkraut, bratwurst, 
lots of beer and wine was all 
there to tempt the senses and 
tastebuds.  While the air was filled 
with laughter and banter we all 
had a glorious time, some dressed 
up in line with the German 
October Fest with “lederhosen”, 
looking sehr Deutch!  We were all 
looking forward to the Eisbein that 
is the highlight of each festival, 
and it did not disappoint at all, 

scrumptious as usual, rounded off 
with the accompanying bratwurst, 
which I must say turned out rather 
delicious.  With a lot of laughter 
doing the rounds we all had a 
great time and in the blink of an 
eye another October Fest was 
done and dusted moving into the 
rear view mirror of our memories.

Thank you to everyone who 
attended and made it a time to 
remember!

The October Fest has become a custom, an annual gathering marked by the tradition 
of loud “oompah-loompah” music in the background, club members enjoying the 
music and company and children scurrying about playing in the background.
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YEAR END FUNCTION
By Fanie du Preez

We had our Annual General 
Meeting as well, and the 2019 
committee was re-elected for 
2020.  I would like to extend a 
warm thank you to the devoted 
Central Committee of 2019.  Your 
hard work did not go unnoticed 
and I am glad to have you as my 
support for 2020.  Congratulations 

with your election and good luck 
for the New Year.

The venue was stunning with 
the most exotic SL’s and new 
models for us to enjoy.  We had 
Dr. Japie Vos’s black 190SL on 
display and it is a true reflection of 
classic beauty.

Paul van Wyk from Frankfort 

also joined us along with Johan 
Smit, Bart and Tiaan Opperman 
from the Northern Cape also 
attended our evening.

The event was a huge success, 
the venue stunning and we really 
enjoyed a special evening.

The Central Region is anxiously 
looking forward to a great 2020!

On the 30th of November the Central Region had its Year End Function at John 
William’s Motors, our local Mercedes-Benz Dealership in Bloemfontein.  
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FUN ON A BUDGET
By Rudi Le Roux

It’s done all in the name of fun and 
charity and taking it too serious 
is frowned upon. Due to being 
robust, cheap and comfortable 
Mercedes-Benz of various vintages 
was the most popular car.  

2014 – the search started for 
a “Rally car” for the next Jamjar. 
I found a mustard yellow 1978 
W123 240D that had had a hard 
life as a farmer’s car and later as 
his daughter’s varsity car. It battled 
to start, was the slowest car I have 
ever driven and kept clogging up 
fuel filters but it slowly made me 
fall in love with the brand all over 
again. The feel, sound and smell of 
the car was so special. The car was 

prepared, decorated, and proved 
(mostly) reliable on my first Jamjar 
Rally in 2014. I ended up keeping 
it for a while and used it as a “daily 
driver” while the modern Merc 
was given to my girlfriend to drive.

2015 – I found a silver 1978 
W116 280S that had been parked 
under a tree on a farm for a few 
years. A small amount of money 
changed hands and the challenge 
of bringing it back to life started. 
It was a bit rotten so got patched 
up, painted matt black and made 
roadworthy enough to deal with 
the 2015 Jamjar rally. That year 
we headed to Knysna, George 
and Tsitsikama using mostly back 

roads with some spectacular 
scenery along the way. The 280S 
performed flawlessly, apart from 
horrendous fuel consumption and 
a dodgy carburettor.  

2016 – I found a Diamond blue 
1984 500SEC at a dodgy used car 
dealer in the back end of Port 
Elizabeth. It was the cheapest 
roughest running C126 I could 
find and it proved challenging 
to get it ready for the rally... The 
SEC survived the Rally but we 
almost rolled it doing do-nuts and 
figure-of-eights on a dusty “pan 
“outside Uitenhage… Our antics 
won us a case of Red Bulls from 
the organisers and the rest of the 

In 2013 my brother in 
law (pictured above) 
did a thing called the 
“Jamjar rally” in a green 
1976 W115 230.4 . I heard 
about the war stories, 
saw the pictures, and 
decided I could not think 
of anything more fun. 
The recipe was simple: 
Buy a car older than 30 
years, worth less than 
R30 000, pimp it out and 
undertake an epic road 
trip with 3 of your friends 
with fun tasks along the 
way.

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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weekend all went well. The whole 
crew fell in love with the SEC and 
we had to fight each other to get 
behind the wheel. It was fast, loud 
and sexy even in its neglected 
state.  

2017 – I found a tired white 
1989 W126 500SE.  Technically, 
it did not qualify as it was not 30 
years old but it did not matter as 
I ran out of time to get it ready 
anyways, and we switched to the 
previous year’s car; the 500SEC, 
which had become my daily driver 
after the previous year’s rally. 
The SEC suffered some abuse 
on that year’s rally, which it did 
not seem to mind. And again we 
experienced beautiful scenery on 
roads less travelled in the Eastern 
and Western Cape.

 2018 – I had to take a break, 
due to becoming a father (with 
associated responsibilities…). 
2019 came and I was again 
“permitted” to partake in the 
Rally. I found a Red 1973 W116 
280S that we subsequently turned 
into a “Red Pig” of sorts and our 
team was then called the Red Pig 
Racers. The organisers also chose 
a drag theme in the 2019 event 
which made for some hilarious 
team outfits; ourselves included!

The Jamjar rally is silly fun 
and gives one the justification 
to spend some time and not too 
much money breathing life back 
into yesterday’s hero’s otherwise 
destined for scrap yards!
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2020 NATIONAL GATHERING & AGM – GRAAFF-REINET 
13 -15 JUNE 2020
By Johan Minnaar

Google it if in doubt!
The Mercedes-Benz Club 

Eastern Cape is to offer a unique 
Classic Karoo experience in the 
fourth oldest town in South Africa. 
Established in 1786, Graaff-Reinet 
boasts more than two hundred 
Heritage Sites - no small wonder, 
considering that colonists arrived 
here in 1768. 

Known as the “Gem of the 
Karoo”, it is fitting that 2020 will 
see the Mercedes-Benz Club SA 
showing off its classic car gems in 
this beautiful town. 

Most of the members will opt 
to stay at the Drostdy Hotel - built 
in 1806, where Registration and 

the Gala Dinner will take place.
Another of the dinners will 

be served in the Historical 
Gentlemen’s Club - established in 
1875.

The programme includes a 
drive to ‘The Valley of Desolation’ 
which offers breath-taking views 
of the Karoo.

An excursion to the village of 
Nieu Bethesda and the famous 
Owl House is also planned.

A visit to a Karoo farm has 
been arranged along with a 
palaeontology lecture in a fossil 
museum. 

Graaff-Reinet has several 
museums and art galleries of 

the highest standard, impressive 
nurseries and good eateries.

The town oozes history and 
is famous for its well preserved 
Karoo Vernacular Architecture.

The Mercedes-Benz Club 
Eastern Cape looks forward to 
hosting you for a weekend of fun 
in the best preserved town in the 
land.

WARNING: Club Members older 
than sixty be warned to refrain 
from remaining stationary for 
longer than a few minutes - in 
Graaff-Reinet, one faces the 
danger of being declared a 
National Monument.

“I neither know, nor can I learn where this Graaff-Reinet lies - whether it is five 
hundred or a thousand miles from Cape Town.” – Lord Macartney, British Governor 1795.

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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WIZARD ON WHEELS SHOW – EAST LONDON
By Erald Hohls

The Wizard on Wheels Show held 
in East London in September was 
a great success with many classic 
& new cars & motor cycles display. 
There were many stalls selling 
food & drinks and general motor 
car spares, memorabilia and 
magazines.

This very popular regional 
Show was supported by a number 
of local & regional clubs. 

Although quite a few of the 

EC Club Mercedes-Benz Club 
Members couldn’t attend, 
resulting in less cars on show, we 
had a quality display nonetheless 
and thoroughly enjoyed the day.

Alec Gudmanz, Lawrence Kropf 
& Justin Erasmus brought their 
recently restored classics to Show 
and Pieter Moolman set up some 
of his badge collection & model 
cars in the marquee. He also had 
two ‘Mercedes’ sewing machines 

on display. Some refreshments & 
light eats were served in our Club 
Marquee.

At the end of the Show there 
was an auction with a few cars 
bikes & spares were auctioned off.

It was good to see Chris Carlisle-
Kitz and his brother Francis there 
as well, who attended the show en 
-route to Jeffrey’s Bay as part of 
their round South Africa trip.   
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END OF YEAR FUNCTION
By Erald Hohls

The Eastern Cape Region had a very nice end-
of year function at the Blue Barn venue on Sunday 
December 8th. We were fortunate to have the venue 
all to ourselves for our cheer and laughter! 

Members from the Eastern Cape joined in and 
we had a festive time.  Norman came in his SLK320 
complete with competitive attire, helmet and No: 1 
on the driver’s door.

The lunch menu was outstanding and it was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.  A selection of 
wines were what the doctor ordered and we enjoyed 
it thourougly.  

I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who attended our year end function.  Here’s 
to a great 2019 and a prosperous 2020!
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DARLING RUN – SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER
By  Brendan Moran  

On Sunday 06 October about 42 
of us headed out to Darling from 
our meeting point on the R27 for 
a Pieter Dirk Uys show at tannie 
Evita se Perron. 

It was a lovely cool morning 
and the drive along the West Coast 
was spectacular, taking in the sea 
views and the changing landscape 
as we drove further and further 
out of Cape Town. 

We had a good mix of cars on 
the run too with everything from 
classic Ponton’s, 107 SL’s and 
116’s, to more modern machinery 
like a SLK 55 AMG and a brand 
new C Class. Two new members 
also joined us on their first club 
run, Jan Steenkamp in a 560 SEC, 
and Johan Theron in his new GT. 

We were also joined on this 
particular run by our club’s vice 
president Chris Carlisle-Kitz from 
the Northern Region. 

After driving a few kilometers 

on the R27 we turned off onto 
the R315 towards Darling to take 
in the scenic back roads through 
rolling hills and farmland. 

Despite being at the ripe old 
age of 74, Pieter-Dirk Uys and 
his venue Evita se Perron are 
still going strong. Pieter is still as 
sharp, quick witted and funny as 
he has ever been and his shows 
always leave you feeling optimistic 
and patriotic about our Country.

The show that we watched was 
called Evita Praat Kaktus, which is 
one of the 3 shows he regularly 
performs at Evita se Perron as his 
alter ego Evita Bezuidenhout. It 
really is a must see if you are ever 
in the Western Cape.

Pieter had obviously noticed 
all the Mercedes Benz’s which had 
filled up the reserved parking area 
outside and made reference to 
the cars and our members during 
his performance. This made the 

show even more enjoyable and 
personalized. One particular line 
of his comes to mind: “The last 
time I saw so many Mercedes-
Benz’s outside was when the old 
National Party came to visit.”

After the show we had a photo 
opportunity with Evita and then 
sat down to very a traditional 
South African lunch of Bobotie and 
“soet patats”. For dessert there 
was a choice of either koeksisters 
and coffee, or malva pudding with 
custard. 

The event was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all our members and 
a number of them have requested 
that this run become an annual 
event in our club calendar. 

Feel free to join us next time for 
a fabulous laugh, some fabulous 
food and of course fabulous cars, 
darling!
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KILLARNEY TRACK DAY 
By Brendan Moran

On Sunday 17 November we 
had our third annual Mercedes-
Benz Club Track Day. 

After I had arranged this event 
for the club for the first time 
in 2017, it became an eagerly 
anticipated fixture in our club 
calendar and a rare opportunity 
for our members to enjoy their 
cars on track, safely. 

Our morning started at 09:00 
at Mercedes-Benz Century City 
which we often use as the meeting 
point for our runs. From there 
we convoyed to the Killarney 
International Raceway where the 
cars were parked in the new pit 
garages, while we went upstairs 
to the clubhouse overlooking the 
track for morning tea, coffee and 
some pastries. 

Our club president Waldo 
Scribante also gave us a surprise 
visit at this run as he was in Cape 
Town that week for business. 

At around 10:15 we started 
proceedings on track with me 
leading in my E500 coupé as the 
pace car. 

Cars were let out on track in 
different groups, starting with 
classic cars which includes our 
club secretary JP van der Poel’s 
220s Fintail, a couple of 107 SLC’s 
and SL’s and new member Jannie 
Engelbrecht’s W115. It is always 
such fun to see these old classics 
coming straight down the pit and 
taking corners gracefully like only 
a Mercedes-Benz can. 

Next too, the faster and more 
modern machinery came out on 
track including Johan Theron’s 
blistering quick GT, some other 
AMG models and a few SL’s. 
We even had Sanna-Ulah Bray 
bring his wife’s new GLC 43 AMG, 
and another member Jonathan 
brought his R Class. 

A special heat was also had for 

all the lady drivers who wished to 
take to the track and Claire Stier 
did particular well in their W116 
350SE which is not the easiest 
beast to handle around a race 
track.

After a few more open laps we 
ended proceedings at Killarney 
and all headed off to Bon Ami 
and the Bloemendal Wine Farm 
just outside of Durbanville for a 
relaxed lunch. 

We look forward to another 
successful track event with our 
partners at Killarney in 2020. 

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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YEAR END FUNCTION 
By Brendan Moran

On Sunday 8 December 2019 we 
hosted our members for a year 
end function lunch at the Cape 
Point Vineyards restaurant in 
Noordhoek. 

This event had a record 
attendance for us with 94 
Members present. 

We had reserved parking in 
front of the restaurant where we 
had over 50 of our cars on display 
with a beautiful sea view as the 
backdrop. 

Cars on display included 2 
SEC’s, two Fintails, 3 Pontons, a 
W111 coupe, various modern 
SL’s including the striking black 
on black SL65 AMG V12 of Keith 
Hinckley. We had several R107’s 2 
SLC’S, 2 W116 saloons, 2 Pagodas 
and Wido Schnabel’s very original 
and pristine Adenauer. 

Our club president Waldo and 
his wife Rene also joined us for the 
lunch. 

Another event with a great 
3 course meal, lovely sea and 
mountain views, and great 
company was enjoyed by all. 

As part of the event the 
committee was voted for 2020 
and Zillen, JP and I were re-elected 

for another year as the committee 
for the Western Cape.

We had 3 spot prizes of 
Meguair’s car care kits which 
went to the following lucky 
winners: 

1. Cleanest Car:  Wayen Kepler’s 
Ponton 

2. Ladies’ Choice: Rashmi 
Kooverjee’s Pagoda

3. Car of the Day: Wido 
Schnabel’s Adenauer

Our club chairman narrowly 
escaped a spot fine for arriving at 
the event in his wifes BMW…

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our 
Western Cape members for their 
support and enthusiasm for the 
club during 2019 and look forward 
to bigger and better things in 
2020!
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YEAR END FUNCTION
By Matt du Sart

Time has a strange and inordinate 
way of ticking by far too quickly.  It 
seems like just the other day that 
the KZN Region of the Mercedes 
Benz Club of South Africa hosted 
the National Gathering and AGM 
in the rugged beauty of the Wild 
Coast. And then you realise, “Hang 
on a minute (or two and half 
years, as the case may be); that 
was 2017!”

So when the venue of the 
regional Year End Function was 
announced to be Cycasia Lodge 
in uMzumbe, excitement and 
nostalgia only but grew knowing 
that we would once again be 
heading south for the Summer of 
2019!

Even with uncharacteristically 
cooler weather of late, Durban 
did not disappoint on the 
morning of 23rd November with 
uncomfortable humidity and a 
balmy temperature in the high 
twenties, in spite of the cloud 
cover. Thank the Stars for ice-cold 
air-conditioning!

Arriving at our departure point 
in Westville, the usual high-jinx and 
festive camaraderie of our beloved 
KZN members was already in full 
swing! And the fine machinery on 
display was something to behold… 

The line-up was like something 

out of a Mercedes-Benz enthusiast 
magazine. Three very different 
coupes from three very different 
eras, a handful of R107 SLs and a 
G-Wagon to name but a few. 

And then a Ford. We won’t 
discriminate…
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After a reiteration of convoy 
rules, our party set off at 
approximately 10h45. Standard 
Durban Time.

Ordinarily, it causes me almost 
physical pain to drive at any 
speed below the national limit. 
But the view of a 1967 W111 280S 
Coupe ahead elicited not a single 
complaint from myself or my travel 
companion. The magnificent green 
hills surrounding National Route 
Two only but complemented 
some of the best of what Stuttgart 
has to offer as we wound our way 

into the lush Banana Capital of 
South Africa. 

What a fine day for a road trip!
Arriving just in time for lunch, 

we were met by member and 
owner of Cycasia Lodge, Gill 
Cooper, who led us through a 
short coastal forest walk towards 
awaiting refreshments. But not 
before our resident paparazzo and 
First Lady of KZN, Mira Maharaj, 
took full advantage of the stunning 
backdrop of the parking area for a 
photo opportunity. 

Fed and watered (and wined), 

the intrepid explorative nature 
of our members took over. 
Bordering the Lodge is St Elmo’s 
Convent, built in the early 1900s. 
Now largely derelict save for a 
few residents, both living and 
once living, the magnificence of 
the Convent and Remedial School 
formerly owned and run by the 
Catholic Church was something to 
behold. And although the stained-
glass windows and religious 
effigies have all been removed 
from the Cathedral, the majestic 
architecture harkens back to a 
time past, but not forgotten.

Returning to the Lodge 
somewhat parched called for a 
little more hydration. Members 
quickly made themselves at home, 
taking full advantage of all that 
was on offer at Cycasia. The sound 
of animated chatter, laughter and 
children’s vivant brought back 
memories of summer holidays 
with my family. And what a 
privilege it is to enjoy this one with 
my Mercedes-Benz family.

With the late afternoon having 
slowly turned to evening, Cycasia 
guests retired to their lodgings to 
re-energize before dinner. 

A sunken amphitheatre 
reminiscent of a hidden cove 
in Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
The Secret Garden provided our 
locale for the evening. Regional 
Chairperson, Avish Maharaj 
and Treasurer, Warren Geyser 
provided highlights of the year that 
was and thanked each member 
for their continued support and 
contribution to the KZN branch 
of the Club. In a climate where 
belonging to a car enthusiast’s 
club is something of a luxury, it 
is truly encouraging to see our 
numbers not only sustained, but 
also continuing to grow. 

What is a Club gathering 
without a quiz to test our 
knowledge of all things Mercedes? 
Led by Avish, a good number of 
(wrong) answers provided more 
laughs than any stand-up act ever 
could. Well done to the winner of 
the quiz, Dodi Geyser, for proving 
that, much like Bertha Benz, the 

NATAL REGION
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The committee of the Benz-Lens Magazine CHALLENGE ALL OUR MEMBERS to submit their own personal stories 
and images. The winning articles will be published in the quarterly magazine and on our digital media. Annual 

prizes will be awarded according to contributions on photos, articles and Facebook posts.  

PLEASE CONTACT OUR EDITOR FOR ASSISTANCE.

fairer is indeed the superior…
There is no better dessert to 

round off a three-course meal 
than with the company of friends. 
With a gentle rain shower easing 
off the heat of the day, guests 
revelled into the new hours of 

the morning. 2019 has been a 
busy year for the region. From 
the annual Chairman’s Braai to 
Spanner Days and exploring our 
beautiful piece of the planet, the 
Year End Function served as the 
perfect send off to the end of 

the decade. It is said that vision 
in perspective is always twenty-
twenty. What better forward 
vantage into what the new year 
has in store than with Stars in your 
eyes…

NATAL REGION
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Jacky Lavin | Cell: 084 399 8973 • Leon Erasmus | Cell: 08 2353 5933
regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za | www.mercedesbenzclubshop.co.za

REGALIA WORTH EVERY PENNY!

REGALIA: THE WAY FORWARD
By Stephen Kaalsen 

Having a Regalia stand at a club 
outing, is the adult equivalent 
of having a sweet store at the 
local shopping center your mom 
frequently visits. It is virtually 
impossible to just skip the sweet 
store, as it is equally impossible  
to sidestep the Regalia stand at a 
gathering!

But Regalia needs to be 
managed and controlled, and 
needs strict hands that can sell

The National Committee wish 

to welcome Leon Erasmus and 
Jacky Lavin as the latest Regalia 
Officers. They have taken over 
from Francois and Olga van der 
Westhuizen who did a sterling job 
of it, but due to personal reasons 
had to step down.

Leon and Jacky, we would 
like to wish you all success with 
the new endeavor that you have 
committed to. Please note that 
I cannot pass a Regalia stand 
without buying and note that it is 

my weak point. DO NOT ABUSE IT!
Francois and Olga, we thank you 

for the wonderful work you’ve done! 
Leon and Jacky would like to invite 
every club member to their first 
exhibition at George Show 2020, 
where all stash will be available 
for viewing, fitting and purchasing. 

We also have an online shop at 
https://www.

mercedesbenzclubshop.co.za
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Authorized CTEK Distributors to the Classic Car and Classic Motor Bike Community in Southern Africa
279B Orion Ave, ZA-0181 Waterkloof Ridge, South Africa 

| Cell:+27 82 551 0222 | Fax: +27 86 569 5699 | Email: info@hbosch.com

SmartCharge is designed to make professional charging simple and safe for everyone. It has received the “Award for Design 
Excellence” and “Design for All” awards from the Norwegian Design Council.

• Tiger Wheel & Tyre and Tyres & More® are Divisions of TiAuto 
Investments (Pty) Ltd.

• Our two divisions specialise in retailing Tyres, Wheels, 
Batteries and Allied Services.

• In addition to the above, Shocks, Brakes, Tow Bars, Bull Bars 
and various accessories are synonymous to Tyres & More®.

• Both Divisions are Independent, multi branded fitment 
Centres.

• Tiger Wheel & Tyre has 109 stores throughout South Africa, 
including Botswana, Namibia Zimbabwe and Mozambique.

• Tyres & More® started out in September 2013 currently has 39 
Stores, currently only locally.

Mercedes 
MEMBER’S DEAL

ADVERT
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Please donate/bequeath 
Club or Mercedes-Benz 
memorabilia to the Club 

for safekeeping

http://mbcsa.mercedes-benz-clubs.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/82/2019/09/Archive_Register.pdf

REGISTER CAPTAINS

FINTAIL 
Chris Kühn
082 779 0451
george@sandwichshop.co.za

GELäNDEWAGEN 
Waldo Scribante
082 802 3280
scribs@scribante.com

PONTON 
TBA

W108 / W109
Nikiforos Georgiou
082 871 2527
Nikiforos.georgiou@yahoo.com

ADVERT
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Chris Carlisle-Kitz (Vice President)
C: 082 966 3463  

E: vp@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Johan Kemp (Treasurer) 
C: 083 457 1092 

E: treasurer@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Sven Krassnokutski
 (Chairman: Northern Region) 

C: 082 685 8204
E: northern@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Aldo van Zyl (Chairman: Southern Cape) 
C: 083 603 1076

E: scape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Fanie du Preez (Chairman: Central Region)  
C: 083 262 2713

E: central@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Stephen Kaalsen (Editor) 
C: 083 234 7653 

E: editor@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Jacky Lavin / Leon Erasmus  
(Regalia Officers)

C: 084 399 8973 (Jacky) or 082 353 5933 (Leon)
E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

PLEASE NOTE: The placement of ads is a service rendered to our members. Neither the editor nor the committee accepts any liability pertaining to condition or ownership of goods advertised. 
It remains the responsibility of the reader to investigate these issues before closing any transaction.

DISCLAIMER: The Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa, although an authorized user of the Mercedes-Benz Trademarks, is an independent organisation and the views expressed in the 
Newsletter are not necessarily those Mercedes-Benz SA, Daimler AG or the Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH.* Opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors and should not be 
interpreted as official club policy. While great care has been exercised in the compilation of the material published, members are advised to personally verify information, statements and 

claims before committing themselves to acts on transactions.

* Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH is a Daimler Company.

P.O. Box 999, George, 6530 | www.mercedesbenzclub.co.za

The only officially recognized Mercedes-Benz Club in Africa 
Member of the SA Motor Club Association 
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Honorary Life Members 
Sir Stirling Moss | Steve Rademeyer | Ettienne Geel | Philip Kannemeyer | Graham van Heerden | Dirk van der Westhuizen

Hero Awards
Kobus Harris | Norman Hickel | Louis Coetzer | Chris Calisle-Kitz | Maxim Erdmann (Posthumous) | Bill Tolken | Fred Winkel 

Okkie Potgieter | Theo Classen | Waldo Scribante | Annalie Kachelhoffer
Special Members 

Chris Calisle-Kitz | Hein Lorentz | Okkie Potgieter | Brian Slingers | Anna-Lee dos Santos | Selvin Govender | Warren Geyser
Fanie du Preez

BENZ LENS
M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B  O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A
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Waldo Scribante (President) 
C: 082 802 3280 | E: president@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Annalie Kachelhoffer (National Secretary)
C: 084 205 5411 
E: secretary@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Marlize Heroldt (Membership Secretary) 
C: 073 305 6214 | F: 086 684 0235
E: membership@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Zillen Venter (Chairman: Western Cape) 
C: 083 440 6814 E: wcape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Erald Hohls (Chairman: Eastern Cape) 
C: 082 443 8379 E: ecape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Avish Maharaj (Chairman: KZN) 
C: 061 507 8803
E: kzn@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Club Approved Insurance Brokers

Elsabé van Zyl (MUA )
T: 086 196 7568  C: 082 807 9052 
E: elsabe@execbrokers.co.za

Pat Smythe 
T: 031 701 0226  C: 082 781 4410 
E: pat@smythebros.com


