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Foreword

Spending more time at home, and contemplating my 
passion for our beloved Club, I have become increasingly 

aware of the small role my cars actually play. Don’t get me 
wrong, I am incredibly grateful for the privilege of owning 
classic MB’s. But there’s a certain emptiness about a garage 
full of cars when your friends aren’t around to share in your 
passion.  

Now, more than ever, I am grateful for the people who 
have been brought into my life because of the cars. It’s the 
friendships and the camaraderie that truly matter. And of 
course, when it comes to these things, the Mercedes-Benz 
Club of South Africa is second to none!

One of the absolute highlights of the year, for me, was 
the Benz Essen Safari 2019 that took place after months of 
careful planning. Having visited Germany several times for 
the annual MBCCM Presidents’ meetings, René and I were 
finally able to share an authentic Mercedes-Benz experience 
with no less than 30 of our MBCSA friends. It really was a 
wonderful tour and one that I will cherish forever.

My friends, enjoy this third edition of the Benz 
Lens Annual. Stephen Kaalsen, along with all who have 
contributed in some way, have once again done a marvelous 
job and I thank them sincerely.

As always, THE BEST OR NOTHING! n

Introduction

Waldo Scribante 
President - 

Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa

These are interesting times.  As I write these words, South Africans 
find themselves in the midst of an unprecedented national lockdown 
due to Covid-19. Our lives and plans have been turned upside down 
for the moment; but whilst unsettling, it’s also been a good time for 
reflection. 
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I wonder why people always refer to 
me as the editor of the Benz Lens.  

Editor... why an editor?  Maybe it is 
the title description for someone who 
is willing to gather all the articles and 
edit them here and there?  Perhaps, 
for decades it has been the common 
noun given to someone in the club 
who likes reading and writing to 
such an extent that they are given the 
great opportunity to take care of our 
publication.  

It also is so true that I am involved 
with all the club members through 
writing, reading and publishing – I 
am still not sure why I am called an 
editor.  Well to be quite honest, I think 
that a publication like the Benz Lens 
never has an Editor.  I know of all the 
national club outings, restorations and 
trips first hand, it is like taking virtual 
part in it.  Ladies and gentlemen, I 
propose that I should rather be called 
the custodian of the Benz Lens! 

A custodian takes care of a matter, 
and it is my absolute honour to take 
care of the literature in the Mercedes-
Benz Club of South Africa, and to 
ensure of its continuation.  Long live 
the Benz Lens!  Having said that, my 
throat is now cleared – I would like to 
stand on the top of a mountain and yell 
for every club member to hear me say 
the following words: “ LADIES AND 

GENTLEMEN!  I PRESENT TO YOU:  
THE BENZ LENS ANNUAL 2019!”

Wow!  How I looked forward to be 
able to write those words! It took me a 
whole year of waiting from the Annual 
2018 and to finally see the end product 
of our club; in my hands.  (However at 
the time when I wrote this, It was far 
from complete, but there was a tiny spec 
of light in the tunnel nonetheless.)  Being 
part of a world class publication like 
the Benz Lens is an outright joy.  I take 
custody of the third prettiest part of our 
club; the first being the cars, the second 
is my lovely wife Claudine (I had to say 
this) and thirdly the literature.  Dear 
reader, thank you for taking some time 
to read and appreciate this wonderful 
compilation of literature – THE BENZ 
LENS ANNUAL 2019!

2019 was a year where special, rare 
and collectible marques of Mercedes-
Benz were featured.  On the first 
front page of 2019 we featured the 
ultimate sport machine prototype 
that was produced in 1971; the C111 
coupe.  We were also stargazing at the 
Cosworth 190E, and the W124 500E/
E500 that were built in the Porsche 
factory.  Do not forget the W126 
bank vault range of saloon and coupe 
cars specifically featuring the 560 
engine. What a journey 2019 has been 
through the Lens of our club.  I would 

like to thank everyone who wrote 
and enjoyed the magazine.  Most of 
all, thank you to everyone attending!  
Were it not for the attendees at the 
different regional outings, 2019 would 
not have been a success and then 
there would have been no stories to 
report on.  Our national outings were 
an absolute evergreen success – as 
always.  You will learn more inside 
of our National Committee, Special 
Memberships allocated, Hero Awards 
given and regional reviews.  If you 
missed our National Concours or 34th 

AGM and National Gathering, you can 
read all about it here.  Naturally the 
pudding of this annual is our national 
Vice President’s Tailend – written 
exclusively by the ladies choice himself, 
mister Christopher Carlisle-Kitz.

Ladies and gents, sit back and 
relax while reading this.  Let your 
mind wander back to 2019 which we 
will forever remember as friends of 
the Club.  And congratulations upon 
owning a copy of our Club’s most 
prestigious and prized collector’s 
pieces – THE BENZ LENS ANNUAL 
2019!  n

Preface
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Stephen Kaalsen 
Editor - 

Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa
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Report

But as I have learned over this time, 
serving in this capacity is both 

an honour and a pleasure. In part, 
because of my love for the magnificent 
vehicles, but mostly, because of my 
love for the extraordinary people who 
have become like a second family. 

I therefore extend my grateful 
thanks to every member of the 
MBCSA, for your loyal support, 
your commitment, and your endless 
enthusiasm.  To every Committee 
member, for never failing to pull out 
all the stops. And to every friend that 
I have made along this incredible 
journey. You have made this job far 
more rewarding than I ever imagined 
it could be.

Special Mention

Hein Lorentz, I once again thank 
you for your incredible financial 

contribution and for your enthusiastic 
support of the past National Concours. 
Without your assistance, the event 
would not be the STAR event that it 
is. We are humbled by your generosity 
and very grateful indeed. 

Regional Chairmen 2019

First, congratulations to Johan Sloet 
(Southern Cape), Erald Hohls (Eastern 
Cape) and Avish Maharaj (KwaZulu- 
Natal) for being reelected as Regional 
Chairmen.  The National Committee 
also extends a warm welcome to Steve 
Rademeyer and Zillen Venter, from 
the Northern Region and Western 
Cape, respectively.  

We thank our outgoing Regional 
Chairmen, Sven Krassnokutski 
(Northern Region) and Kurt Stassen 
(Western Cape), for their dedication 
and service. Along with their regional 

committees, they will certainly be 
missed. However, I am sure they will 
enjoy the well deserved break.

It is with heartfelt gratitude that I 
thank our outgoing Chairmen for their 
time, expertise and dedication on both 
Regional and National Committees. 
After all, it is our regional Chairmen, 
together with their committees, 
who drive our Club with their ideas, 
enthusiasm and active participation. 
To those reelected and newly elected, I 
look forward to working with you over 
the coming year.

National Committee

A great big thank you to Vice-President 
Chris Carlisle-Kitz, National Secretary 
Annalie Kachelhoffer, National 
Treasurer Johan Kemp, bookkeeper 
Gerrida Baard and Membership 
Secretary Marlize Herholdt. Each 

of these members of our National 
Committee are wonderful assets 
to our Club, bringing expertise, 
professionalism and great attitudes to 
the team.  

Regalia

Travelling up and down the country 
in a new Mercedes-Benz Vito – 
thankfully sponsored by MBSA - 
Francois and Olga van der Westhuizen 
did a marvellous job as our Regalia 
officers!  Unfortunately, due to new 
commitments in Cape Town, they have 
decided to resign as Regalia officers. I 
thank them for their dedication and 
their enthusiasm.

It is with great excitement that I 
can announce that Leon Erasmus and 
Jacky Lavin have offered to take over 
as our Club’s Regalia officers. They 
certainly have a lot to look forward to! 

President’s Report 2019
Having served as President of the Mercedes-Benz Club of South 
Africa for 3 years, I can assure you it is a responsibility I do not take 
lightly. Ours is a prestigious Club, formed upon a promise to achieve 
and maintain the exceptional standards synonymous with the three-
pointed star. And as head of the National Committee, the buck stops 
with me.

Annual 2019Annual 2019
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We did a few sales via our online 
shop, but hopefully this will increase in 
the future. Please visit our secure shop 
at https//www.mercedesbenzclubshop.
co.za where all our regalia is available, 
with country wide door-to-door 
delivery by Fastnet couriers. 

Benz Lenz
Stephen Kaalsen continues to produce 
one top class edition of the Benz Lens 
after another. He made an excellent job 
of the Benz Lens Annual 2018 and has 
done so again with the 2019 annual.  
I thank him sincerely for producing 
such high quality publications. 

Due to financial constraints, a free 
version of The Benz Lens Annual 2019 
will only be available to members in 
digital format on our website. A printed 
version can however be ordered 
through our Membership Secretary at 
a cost of R 300.00 + postage. Whichever 
you option choose, I trust it will bring 
you much enjoyment.

Social media
Have you found us on Facebook yet? 
Join our group “Mercedes-Benz Club 

of South Africa” and stay up to date 
with the latest news, views and classic 
MBCSA banter. If you have not joined, 
you are missing out!

Our website forum is also a source 
of valuable information and general 
banter among friends. Should you 
encounter any difficulties accessing the 
forum, please contact our Membership 
Secretary.

Some of the 2019 
Highlights

Northern region’s Year Beginning 
event - Klerksdorp
The Northern region’s annual “Year 
Beginning” event is always something 
to look forward to. The event was hosted 
by the Klerksdorp Sportscar Club and 
René and I were very fortunate to join. 
The highlight of the weekend was 
definitely the Gala dinner, which was 
held at the C’est la Belle wedding and 
function venue, created by Tonnels 
and Hannetjie van der Walt. We were 
treated to a beautiful dinner and a 
fantastic evening. 

Thank you to Leon Erasmus, Jacky 
Lavin, the Klerksdorp team and the 

Northern region. It was a spectacular 
start to 2019!

3rd Valuation Seminar
The 3rd Valuation Seminar was host-
ed by the Scribs Benzeum in George. 
Chris Kühn engaged all attendees in a 
very interesting talk, highlighting the 
evolution of the Fintails. Participants 
were able to practise their new skills on 
a few Fintails resident to the Benzeum. 

Should you require the valuation of 
your car, please contact your regional 
Chairman, who has the new guidelines 
in hand.  

2019 SCOCC George Old Car Show
Thanks to the support of our various 
regions, the SCOCC George Old Car 
Show 2019 was an awesome success, 
with no less than 106 MBCSA cars on 
display! The highlights of the show 
were a special 60th Celebration of the 
Fintails, as well as a 40th Celebration of 
the Geländewagens. 

An impressive 39 Fintails were 
displayed, following a most enjoyable 
outing to Glentana beach on the 
Friday afternoon. Grateful thanks 
to Fintail register captain Chris 

Kühn for facilitation and to Johan 
Sloet for his presentation of a special 
commemorative Fintail grill badge.   

With 13 Geländewagens on display 
at the show, we also launched the 
Club’s Geländewagen register, with a 
special 40th grill badge commemorating 
the event. Heading back to the seaside 
on Monday, we thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves in the dunes of the Vleesbaai 
4x4 route, ending the day with a lekker 
boerewors roll.

The weekend was really a 
tremendous success and the SCOCC 
are to be commended. Many thanks 
go to Johan Sloet, Aldo van Zyl, 
Dirk Lombard and Chris Kühn, for 
managing the Southern Cape portion 
of the event. Kobus Harris and Peet 
Botha once again did a marvellous job 
in arranging the layout of the show. 
We are fortunate to have all of these 
gentlemen on board! 

3rd President’s Braai 
The President’s Braai has become 
my personal highlight of the Club 
calendar. It is such a treat for us to host 
our members and friends at the Scribs 
Benzeum. The event continues to 
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grow in popularity and we enjoyed the 
company of no less than 160 motoring 
enthusiasts!

We were privileged to enjoy the 
attendance of our past Presidents at 
both the George Old Car Show and 
the President’s Braai. It is always 
wonderful to have them join our events 
and I thank them for making the time 
and effort to be there. 

Steve Rademeyer, Etienne Geel, 
Dirk van der Westhuizen and Graham 
van Heerden (in his absence), were 
presented with special “60 Jahre of the 
Heckflosse” fedoras. It was my honour 
to present these gifts as recognition and 
thanks for their service and support of 
our Club.

Dirk’s Overberg-Malgas 
“KarooCrossing”
What a cold and wet weekend in 
early March, but once again another 
spectacular outing arranged by Dirk & 
Cathy van der Westhuizen. René and I 
were fortunate to spend the evening in 
Malgas with the group of 33 members, 
where we all had the rare opportunity 
to cross the Malgas River on an old 
pontoon the next morning!

   34th National Gathering and AGM
Another favourite on the Club 
calendar! The Central region certainly 
reminded us why the National 
Gathering and AGM is such a highly 
anticipated event. 

The Mercedes-Benz Club of South 
Africa’s 34th National Gathering and 
AGM was hosted at the Golden Gate 
Reserve in the Eastern Free State. 
A stunning setting for a world class 
event. Theo Potgieter, Fanie and 
Anita du Preez, the van Pletzens and 
Kachelhoffers – I congratulate and 
thank you for organising a thoroughly 
enjoyable weekend. There was clearly 
a great deal of planning and effort 
that went into the event, which ran 
Thursday to Saturday.

Theo Potgieter had departed for 
adventures in the USA, and Louis 
and Hermien Coetzer hosted us for 
the weekend, on behalf of the Central 
region.  We are most grateful for their 
gracious hospitality.

Our AGM meeting was held on 
Thursday afternoon, and I once again 
extend my congratulations to Chris 
Carlisle-Kitz – Vice-President, Annalie 
Kachelhoffer – National Secretary, and 

Johan Kemp – National Treasurer, for 
unopposed re-elections for another 
term on the National Committee. It 
was also a great privilege for me to 
be granted the honour of once again 
working alongside our National 
Committee and regional Chairmen, 
steering the Club into 2020.

On a motion from Louis Coetzer, 
and the approval of the National 
Committee, the members at the 
AGM made a unanimous decision 
to award a special membership to 
Fanie du Preez, then Vice-Chairman 
of the Central region. This gesture 
was in recognition of Fanie’s ongoing 
financial contributions, as well as his 
support of various events throughout 
the regions. Fanie, your unwavering 
commitment and efforts to promote 
and grow the Club are highly valued 
and appreciated. Thank you! 

Fanie has taken over the 
Chairmanship of the Central region. 
We thank him and wish him and the 
region all of the very best.

At the Gala evening, it was my 
absolute honour to present a Hero 
award to Annalie Kachelhoffer, our 
current National Secretary. Thank 

you, Annalie, for your superb efforts 
and commitment to the MBCSA. We 
really appreciate everything you do for 
us. And last, but certainly not least… 
my lovely wife, René. I admit, with 
absolute bias and without hesitation, 
that she is my favourite team member. 
Not only has René supported me in 
following my passion, but she readily 
participates and assists wholeheartedly 
in Club matters and events. She’s 
always up for a challenge and I could 
not have wished for a better partner, 
friend and “first lady” to join me on my 
MBCSA presidential journey. Thank 
you René.  

Benz Essen Safari 
Two weeks after the AGM, René and 
I were joined by 30 club members on 
a grand adventure - the Benz Essen 
Safari 2019! What a great group of 
people and what a great time we had! 

The Safari started with a weekend 
of visiting the Dr Carl Benz Museum 
in Ladenburg, as well as the spectacular 
Mercedes-Benz and Porsche Museums 
in Stuttgart. Monday was rather busy, 
starting with a guided tour of the 
world reknown Kienle Restoration, 
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where we were able to observe the 
specialists working on the 300SL’s 
and 600’s. From there, we were off to 
the Sindelfingen plant, birthplace of 
the latest S-Class. Into the evening, 
we visited the MB Classic Centre in 
Fellbach, where we eagerly learned 
about the prestigious history of our 
beloved Mercedes-Benz cars. On 
Tuesday we were off to the Sinsheim 
and Speyer Technic Museums, 
overnighting in the historical town of 
Worms, which lies on the River Rhine.

On Wednesday morning, we 
arrived in the industrial town of 
Essen. No sooner had we checked in 
and we were off again to explore the 
impressive Essen Techno Classica 2019 
exhibition. There we were greeted by a 
magnificent Mercedes-Benz display of 
the legendary C111.  I had to attend 
a MB Classic Clubs Management 
webmaster meeting on the Friday 
morning, and the rest of the group 
could choose between returning to the 
show or visiting the Volkwang Gallery. 
We met up again for an afternoon visit 
to the Dusseldorf Classic Remise. A 
historic roundhouse for locomotives, 
which was converted into private 
storage garages of classic cars – some 
of them for sale and others purely for 
show. What an incredible Safari of the 
motoring kind! Top-class camaraderie 
and memories to last a lifetime.

Garden Route Motor Club’s Knysna 
Motor Show 2019

The 2019 Knysna Motor Show 
provided the perfect base for a very 

successful 190SL and 300SL weekend, 
hosted by the Southern Cape. A 
world-class turnout, with 5 x 300SL’s, 
8 x 190SL’s, 7 x Pagodas, 2 x 300SE 
Fintails and even a SLR on display, I 
can proudly say we outclassed many a 
motor show! 

A well deserved congratulations 
and thank you to all who participated 
to create an unforgettable motoring 
weekend. 

Congratulations to André du Toit, 
winning the best Classic Car trophy 
with the 300SL of Rick Garret.

Port Elizabeth Register Event
Nikiforos Georgiou, his 2IC Carl 
Prinsloo, along with fellow PE 
members hosted a very successful and 
W108/W109 Register event in Port 
Elizabeth. It felt a lot like attending 
a mini-AGM, with no effort spared 
in terms of planning and execution. 
Congratulations and thanks go to Niki 
and his team on a sterling job. 

The event closed with a delicious 
Gala dinner, held at PE’s Mercedes-
Benz Maritime Motors. Our sincere 
gratitude goes to Maritime Motors 
owner Philip Stucken for his generous 
sponsorship of the event. We also thank 
Dealer Principal Wikus Loots and 
Grant Boscombe, MC for the evening, 
who hosted us ever so graciously.

Of course, Niki’s love for the 
3-pointed star might never have 
materialised and grown to what it is, 
without the influence of his parents. 
Loizos and Irene Georgiou, I salute 
you for passing on your passion to 

your son, ultimately benefiting all of us 
as MBCSA members.   

           
A Very Merry Midmas!
It’s always fun and games at the 
Northern Region’s July Midmas. 
Shynelle Greeff stepped up as Mrs 
Christmas this year, assisted by her 
husband Morné and Anna-Lee dos 
Santos. 

The mid year Christmas party 
was held at the awesome Shangri-
La Country Hotel and Spa near 
Modimolle, outside Bela-Bela. As 
is tradition, everyone dressed in 
red, white and green and we had an 
absolute blast. The Club jokers did not 
disappoint with their antics – and I 
still believe they made it onto Santa’s 
naughty list!

If you have not attended a Midmas 
event, you are missing out. Please get 
your jersey ready for the next one!  

        
National Concours
The National Concours took place in 
September - yet another successful 
event.  Although there were fewer 
entries than previous years, the class 
of competitors and cars certainly made 
up for it! Theo Janse van Rensburg, 
a most worthy winner, drove off 
with the prize in his magnificent 
Pagoda. I congratulate and thank all 
of the participants for supporting 
the event, contributing to a world-
class experience that was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 

Special mention goes to Sven 
Krassnokutski, our Concours Director, 

and his right-hand man Koos du Toit. 
Thank you, once again, for a job well 
done! 

Mercedes-Benz Sandown Motors 
generously sponsored and hosted 
the event. To Dealer Principal Alex 
Boavida, and Marketing Manager 
Yolande Gunther, your efforts and 
support of the event surpassed all 
expectations. It really was a STAR 
event and the delicious Vida e Café 
coffee throughout the weekend was 
such a treat!

A Meeting of Presidents
In October, 67 Presidents from all 
over the world once again had the 
amazing opportunity to attend the 
annual MBCCM President’s Meeting 
in Stuttgart. We networked, shared 
ideas, brainstormed around common 
challenges and drew much inspiration 
from each other.  

We arrived on the Friday afternoon, 
greeting old friends and making new 
ones, and were soon off to the Classic 
Centre in Fellbach. There we were 
welcomed by Herr Christian Boucke, 
Director of Mercedes-Benz Classic and 
Customer Events. We then moved on 
to a tour of the Classic Centre, where 
we enjoyed a special exhibit of the T80 
World Recordwagen.

A surprise tour of the “Holy Halls” 
(or in German, die “Heilige Halle”) was 
next. This is where the Mercedes-Benz 
Collection is stored. The experience 
was almost surreal, especially when 
we got to see famous record winning 
racing cars from a bygone era.
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Unfortunately, no photography 
was allowed, but the book about the 
Heilige Halle is now available for 
purchase!

From the Holy Halls, we were 
transferred to Mercedes-AMG and 
HWA AG at Affalterbach, where 
we were witness to the meticulous 

handcrafting of AGM engines. 
Established in 1999, HWA AG tooks 

its name from Hans-Werner Aufrecht, 
who founded AMG in 1967. It was 
in 1998 that Aufrecht sold a majority 
interest in AMG to DaimlerChrysler 
AG. In the process, the motor racing 
department and parts of the customised 

vehicles construction business were 
transferred to HWA AG, where they 
continued building race cars. First the 
DTM motors for Mercedes-Benz and 
now the Mercedes-AMG GT3 and GT-
R’s. We were treated to a behind-the-
scenes tour of where they hand build 
these racing cars, gaining new insight 

and appreciation into how much 
work is involved. As memory serves, 
we saw six cars, in various stages of 
completion. 

On that high note, we set off 
for dinner at wine restaurant 
“Weinstube Muz”, where we enjoyed 
a “Gemeinsames Abendessen mit 
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gemütlichem Get-together.” In 
English: a “mutual dinner with 
leisurely get-together”. With the 
excellent wine provided, it was 
leisurely indeed! 

It was off to the MB Museum 
on Saturday morning, where we 
gathered for the day’s meetings in 
the exclusive meeting hall.  

The morning commenced with 
introductions to the Management 

of MB Classic Club Management, 
now under the leadership of Monja 
Büdke. 

Georg Wohlfarth then 
proceeded to share with us the 
successes of 2019, as well as 
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introducing some exciting 2020 
highlights – some of the topics 
unfortunately still confidential and 
yet to be publically revealed. One of 
the major announcements was that 
there would only be two editions per 
year of the MB Classic magazine.  All 
the Mercedes-Benz Magazines are 
available online, and are free of charge 
to members with an International 
Club Card.

We were informed that  2020 
would see the launches of the new GLE 
Coupé, MB Maybach GLS, new GLA, 
and all new S-Class and Mercedes-

Maybach S-Class. The CLS and E-Class 
cars would be in for a facelift.

2020 would also see us celebrating 
125 years of the bus and 25 years of the 
Vito and Sprinter.

Celebration “Dream Cars by 
Mercedes-Benz” would also commence 
in 2020. The celebration would focus 
on all those extra special Mercedes 
models considered Dream Cars of 
their time and beyond. These are the 
cars that evoke fascination beyond the 
norm, thanks to their design, sportiness 
or their glamour. Models include the 
current SL and CLS models, as well as 

Good things to know ...
Smaller anniversaries
• 10 Years of MGP: on 25 January 2010 Mercedes-Benz introduced its new MERCEDES GP PETRONAS Formula 1 works team at a press conference in 

the Mercedes-Benz Museum.
• 10 years of SLS AMG series production: in January 2010 the series production of the Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG began - in July the Mercedes-Benz SLS 

AMG E-CELL was introduced.
• 25 years if ESP: in February 1995 Mercedes-Benz introduced the “Electronic Stability Programme” (ESP) driving safety system to the press.
• 30 Years of 190 E 2.5-16 Evolution II: in March 500 of the limited “Evo II” debuted at the Geneva Show.
• 20 years of Bernd Mayländer in the F1 Safety Car. Mayländer has driven the Safety Car in F1 since March 2000. (In 2021: 25 years of the Mercedes-

AMG Safety Car in Formula 1).
• 30 years of 190 E Elektro: in May 1990 the 190 E Electro debuted at the Honover Fair as a test vehicle for various driver versions and battery systems.
• 25 years of W 210: in June 1995 the new Mercedes-Benz E-Class W 210 Saloons were introduced to the market.
• 30 years of 500 E: in October 1990 Mercedes-Benz introduced the top model of the mid-range Mercedes class with a 240 kW/326 hp 5 | V8 engine at 

the Paris Motor Show.
• 90 years of Großer Mercedes: in October 1930 the new Mercedes-Benz 770 “Großer Mercedes” (W 07)  representation vehicle debuted at the Paris 

Motor Show.
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125th birthday of Manfred von Brauchitsch 
(15.08.1905)

120th birthday of Hans Stuck (27.12.1900)

100th birthday of Walter Schock (03.04.1920)

70th birthday of Roland Asch (12.10.1950)

40th birthday of Jenson Button (19.01.1980)

35th birthday of Lewis Hamilton (07.01.1985)

120th anniversy of the death of Gottliem Daimler 
(06.03.1900)

60th  anniversary of the death of Karl Maybach 
(06.02.1960)

40th  anniversary of the death of Alfred 
Neubauer (21.08.1980)

25th  anniversary ot the death of Juan Manuel 
Fangio (17.07.1995)

90th  birthday of Dr.-Ing. Rudolf Hõmig 
(24.04.1930)

80th  birthday of Melmut Petri (23.07.1940)

80th birthday of Prof. Dr.-Ing. Hartmut Weule 
(01.10.1940)

70th  birthday of Der Eckard Cordes (25.11.1950)

Major anniversarie of important people – the left  column is particularly important for communication

past models such as the 540K special 
roadster, 300SL Gullwing and C111.

After a lunch break, we enjoyed an 
interesting presentation by Michael 
Plag, Project Manager Restorations 
Mercedes-Benz Classic, who presented 
the “Reconstruction Avus Race Car 
Mercedes-Benz SSKL” – the first 
Silver Arrow with which Manfred 
von Brauchitsch won the 1932 Berlin 
Avus race. This replica car was rebuilt 
in a record time of about 7-8 months 
thanks to 3D printing of classic car 
parts. The presentation was highly 
informative and rather fascinating.   

Read the full story The Silver Arrow: 
SSKL Avus Racing Car from 1932. 
https://www.mercedes-benz.com/en/
classic/history/sskl-avus-racing-car-
from-1932/  

Following the presentation, we 
entered into some informal discussions 
with MBCCM Management, 
whereafter we returned to our hotel. 
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From there, it was a short walk to 
“Vinum im Boshareal” for another 
lovely, leisurely dinner. On Sunday 
morning, it was back to the MB 
Museum, this time for a tour. This 
included a visit to the special exhibit 
G-Schichen (or G-Stories), “Life begins 
at 40: a brief history of the Mercedes 
G-Wagen”. 

A large number of Geländewagens 
were also on display in front of the 
museum. As you can see, I took my 
own model along for size reference.    

We enjoyed one last lunch at the 
museum, and after Georg Wohlfarth 
bid us farewell, it was time to say 
goodbye to our “annual” friends.

Back to the Geländewagens…  
We were back from Stuttgart for barely 
a week, and then off again to join the 
Northern region’s Geländewagen 
outing. We made it just in time, 
arriving at 05h30 with a new G63 on 
loan from MBSA. I must say that it is 
quite a vehicle. And I must also say 
that the very strict instructions not to 
take it off-road were followed to a tee 
– albeit very reluctantly. I suppose it’s 
just as well, or I may have gone home 
with a new G63.    

Johann and Corné Marx did a 
great job of organizing the event, and 
I extend my grateful thanks to them as 
well as to all the G-wagon owners who 
joined for the weekend. I’m certainly 
hoping for some more exciting 
Geländewagen outings in 2020.  

On Sunday we set off for a visit 
to Pius Mokgokong Classic Car 
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Collection near Cullinan. Pius, his son 
and daughter were wonderful hosts 
and treated us to a delicious, healthy 
breakfast buffet. We thank them for 
their gracious hospitality, and highly 
recommend a visit to this amazing 
collection. Should the opportunity 
arise, it is really worthwhile! 

Year-end Functions

René and I had the privilege of hosting 
the Southern Cape’s year-end function 
in George. The year-end functions of 
all the regions were once again a great 
success, thanks to the phenomenal 
efforts of the regional committees, who 
always go the extra mile in ensuring 
the MBCSA’s excellent standards are 
maintained. 

Ending the year on such a high 
note is certainly inspirational, as we 
look forward to an exciting 2020, filled 
with more world-class outings and 
exceptional events. 

die BENZ
A long-standing dream brought to 
life, I completed the renovation of 
an old house, turning it into a new 
Clubhouse for the Southern Cape Old 
Car Club (SCOCC). “die BENZ” can 
host up to 150 people and includes a 
covered entertainment area for social 
occasions. 

We celebrated our first function 
with the hosting of the SCOCC’s 
annual “Potjiekos” on 15 July 2019. We 
all enjoyed the new facilities and look 
forward to many more celebrations.

Further plans include the building 
of a warehouse on the same property to 
house my old trucks and L319/O319’s. 

The Southern Cape Region looks 
forward to entertaining you at our new 
venue!

                                          
Changes in 2020 Leadership
Having carried out their duties with 
such enthusiasm and dedication, it is 
with great sadness that we bid farewell 
to two of our Regional Chairmen. 
Southern Cape’s Johan Sloet and 
stalwart Steve Rademeyer of the 
Northern Region have made such a 
huge difference to our Club, both on 
Regional and National Committee 

levels. Johan and Steve, my sincere 
gratitude and thanks go to you for 
your hands-on attitudes, for sharing 
your expertise and your ideas, for your 
time and for your undeniable passion 
for our Club. It has been an absolute 
honour to serve with you.

We extend a very warm welcome 
to the newly elected Regional 
Committees.  Aldo van Zyl has 
been elected as Chairman in The 
Southern Cape and once again, Sven 
Krassnokutski as Chairman in the 
Northern Region. We wish you all the 
best for 2020.

Zillen Venter (Western Cape), 
Erald Hohls (Eastern Cape), Fanie 

du Preez (Central Region) and Avish 
Maharaj (KZN) have all been re-
elected as Chairmen for their regions. 
Congratulations and best wishes on 
this outstanding achievement.

In closing, I wish to reiterate what 
an honour it has been to serve as 
President for another year. As they 
say, a good beginning makes the best 
ending, so here’s to a great new year 
ahead of us. May our Club continue 
to lead the way with its passion and 
its people. And may we continue to 
uphold the standards of our beloved 
three-pointed star. n

As always, the best or nothing!
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National Committee 2019

Date of joining Club:  1996 | Date elected as President:  2016
Previous position held in the Club:  Southern Cape Chairman 2004; Membership Secretary 2006
Name of spouse:  René | Occupation:  Radiologist
In brief:  Waldo’s first memory is of him in his father’s 1960 219 Ponton, towing a caravan over the Prince Albert pass in 
the Southern Cape.  As a teenager, his father owned a W116 280SE and an R107 450SL, and he became passionate of the 
Mercedes-Benz star.  He bought his first classic car in 1996, a W112 300SEL Fintail.  And the rest is history!  His collection 
of Mercedes-Benz vehicles can be seen in his SCRIBS BENZeum.  He is supported by his wife René, also a passionate 
member of the club, enthusiast and veteran driver of their 1913 8/20 PS Benz Tourer.
Affiliations to other clubs:  Southern Cape Old Car Club (SCOCC)
Top 10 Pre-war cars:  1886 BENZ Patent Motorwagen |  1901 Mercedes 35 hp | 1909 Blitzen Benz | 1931 Mercedes-Benz 
SSK – Streamlined Count Trossi | 1936 Mercedes-Benz 540K - Special Roadster - W29 | 1938 Mercedes-Benz 320 Cabriolet 
A – W142 | 1938 Mercedes-Benz G4 – W31 | 1938 Mercedes-Benz G5 – W152 | 1938 Mercedes-Benz 770 Sedan – W07 | 
1938 Mercedes-Benz 770 Cabriolet – W150

Waldo Scribante
President | C: 082 802 3280 | E: president@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Date of joining Club:  2008 | Date elected as Vice-President:  2017
Previous position held in the Club:  Chairman-KZN region; Committee member-Northern Region
Name of spouse/partner:  Anna-Lee Dos Santos | Names and ages of children:  3 – all over 21 | Occupation:  Retired
In brief: What I enjoy most about the club are the events, AGM’s noggins and camaraderie. 
Affiliations to other clubs:  Legends Of The Nine Hour Racing Club, Historic Racing South Africa, Sport Car Club of South 
Africa, Retro Racing South Africa.
Favourite vehicle in own collection:  1963 220SEb Fintail; East African Safari Rally Car

Chris Carlisle-Kitz
Vice-President | C: 082 966 3463  |  E: vp@mercedesbenzclub.co.za
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Date of joining club: 2012 | Date elected as National Secretary:  2015 
Previous positions held in the club:  Regalia:  2015-2017; Central Region Chair Lady 2012-2014
Name of spouse/partner: Jaco | Names and ages of children: Hein 38 and stepchildren Hanco 35, Werner 31, Anè 28
Occupation: Part-time retired and part-time bridge player
In brief: The most I enjoy about the club, is my extended family and their vehicles.  All the events and especially the AGM’s 
and register events are also included. | Favourite vehicle in own collection:  1959 190 Ponton
Which car do you still dream about?:  Most definitely a Ponton 220S / SE Cabriolet

Annalie Kachelhoffer
National Secretary | C: 084 205 5411 | E: secretary@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Date of joining Club:  2010 | Date elected as National Treasurer: 2016
Name of spouse/partner:  Lizaan | Names and ages of children:  Mari (14) Ane (11) 
Occupation:  Accountant CA (SA)
In brief:  I enjoy the the good times of socialising with the friends I have made all over the country. 
Affiliations to other clubs:  None at the moment – unlikely but not impossible
Favourite vehicle in own collection:  An unfair question, usually the one I am driving at the time of the question, but if I have 
to pick one, it would be my 1952 W191 170DS.  I have a passion for the W123, W124 and W126.  You get a normal Mercedes-
Benz and then you get a W123...

Johan Kemp
National Treasurer | C: 083 457 1092  | E: treasurer@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

National Committee 2019
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Date of joining club: 1978 | Date elected as Northern Region Chairman:  2019
Date/year first elected as chairman/other: DECEMBER 1978  No structure in the Club and became President, Secretary, 
Editor, Function co-ordinator, treasurer and whatever else was needed to run a club.
Name of spouse/partner:  Jeanette St James | Names and ages of children:  Stephen Rademeyer (46) and 
Anton Rademeyer (44) | Occupation:  Pharmacist
Favourite vehicle in your collection:  Donnerwetter, the V8 Pagoda
In brief:  I enjoy the camaraderie and support from old friends in the club.
Affiliation to other clubs:  Just wheels Brakpan and SAMCA

Steve Rademeyer
Northern Region | C: 082 887 5201 | E: northern@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Date of joining club: 2016 | Date elected as Western Cape Chairman: 2019
Name of spouse/partner:  Engela | Names and ages of children:  Tané 
Occupation:  Attorney | In brief:  Most of all I enjoy the opportunity to build new friendships with like-minded people from all 
over the country who are passionate about Mercedes-Benz and cars in general.
Affiliations to other clubs:  None | Favourite vehicle in own collection:  My R107 restoration project. My favourite Mercedes-
Benz is any two-door model from the 60’s and 70’s, the golden era for Mercedes-Benz.

Zillen Venter
Western Cape Region | C:  083 440 6814 | E: wcape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

National Committee 2019
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Johan Sloet
Southern Cape Region | C: 083 640 7455 | E: scape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Date of joining club: 2007 | Date elected as Eastern Cape Chairman: 2015
Name of spouse/partner:  Sherrol | Names and ages of children:  Vyonne (31) Nicola (29) 
Occupation:  Consultant | In brief:  Most of all I enjoy the sharing and passion for the Brand with fellow Club Members and 
preserving the Mercedes-Benz Heritage. | Affiliations to other clubs:  BVCC (Border Vintage Car Club).
Favourite vehicle in own collection:  1951 W136 170DA 

Erald Hohls
Eastern Cape Region | C: 082 443 8379 | E: ecape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

National Committee 2019

Date of joining Club:  2008 | Date elected in different positions on the Southern Cape Committee: 2013 Vice Chairman; 
2014 Chairman; 2015 Secretary; 2016 to date Chairman.
Name of spouse/partner:  Ilze | Names and ages of children:  Henk (36) Amor (35) and Lize (30) 
Occupation:  Attorney | Affiliations to other clubs:  SCOCC
Favourite vehicle in own collection:  My slightly battered 1980 450SLC with more than 300000km on the clock.
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Date of joining Club:  1996 | Date elected as Central Region Chairman: 2019
Name of spouse/partner:  Anita | Names and ages of children:  Yolande (35) Fanie (29) 
Occupation:  Self Employed
In brief:  I take pride in my cars and enjoy good times with good friends that we cherish in the club.
Affiliations to other clubs:  OFSVCC
Favourite vehicle in own collection:  1958 Mercedes-Benz 219 Ponton (W105)

Fanie du Preez
Central Region | C: 083 262 2713 | E: central@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Date of joining club: 2007 | Date elected as KZN region Chairman: 2015
Name of spouse/partner:  Mira | Names and ages of children:  Kush (13) Kashmir (7) 
Occupation:  Business Owner | In brief:  What I enjoy most of all is meeting up and spending time with like minded 
enthusiasts.  Hosting and attending events.  The camaraderie and friendships.  Taking photos of Johan Kemp when he least 
expects it | Favourite vehicle in own collection:  R107 500SL

Avish Maharaj
Kwa-Zulu Natal Region | C: 071 672 8156 | E: kzn@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

National Committee 2019
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Date of joining club: 2012 | Date elected as Benz Lens Editor: 2017
Name of spouse/partner:  Claudine  | Names and ages of children:  At this stage we have a few classic cars that count as our 
children | Occupation:  Pastor | In brief:  I enjoy convoys the most.  I adore driving behind a few stars taking the lead, and 
seeing the rest of our stars in my rear view mirror enroute to a special car outing | Favourite vehicle in own collection:  1966 
W111 230S

Stephen Kaalsen
Editor | C: 083 234 7653 | E: editor@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Regalia Officers | C: 082 055 2275 or 082 379 6240 | E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za
Olga & Francois van der Westhuizen

National Committee 2019

Date of joining club: 2016 | Date elected as Regalia Officers: 2017
Occupation:  Francois is an operations manager and Olga is an office manager | In brief:  We are passionate about the brand 
and we love the people and socialising with them | Favourite vehicle in own collection:  Francois CLS350, Olga SLK 200
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SPECIAL MEMBERSHIPSPECIAL MEMBERSHIP
Fanie was born into the Mercedes-Benz family with 

his father driving Pontons and Fintails when he was a 
youngster. This would explain his special love for the Ponton 
and Fintail models. He and Anita even went on honeymoon 
in his 220S Fintail which he still owns to this day. He has 
built up a very special collection of Mercedes saloon cars 
over the years. He finally realized one of his dreams two 
years ago by building a museum at his house and can now 
enjoy his collection on a daily basis. 

Fanie does not see himself as the owner of these cars but 
rather as caretaker to preserve them for future generations. It 
is exactly this amazing humble quality that makes him such 

an admired and loved member of this club. He served on 
the Central region’s committee for years helping to arrange 
national gatherings, register events and the annual Cars in 
the park in Bloemfontein of which Dups towing is the main 
sponsor. He will leave no stone unturned to help his friends 
and even strangers out of very difficult situations due to 
the nature of his business. With Anita by his side they have 
travelled all over and even across the borders of the country, 
covering countless miles in their classic Mercedes cars. He is 
a true ambassador for the club and mentor for the younger 
generation starting their journey as custodians for these 
wonderful cars and club. We salute you! - Waldo Scribante n

FANIE DU PREEZ

Annual 2019Annual 2019
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Annual 2019Annual 2019

Hero

She “married” into the club when she and hubby came into 
each other’s lives. Together they have built up a beautiful 

collection of cars and memorabilia at their museum on the 
outskirts of Bloemfontein.

Annalie Kachelhoffer – our very own madam Secretary.
Not knowing her W’s from her R’s or V’s did not deter 

her from becoming the first female chairperson of a region 
in 2012 - the year she joined the club. Her passion for life 
and all things Star related, is contagious and the region 
flourished under her reigns. Even organizing an AGM at 
Black Mountain Resort, 60km from Bloemfontein was no 
problem for her. 

She and Jaco also turned the club regalia shop into the 
profitable business it is today. 

She climbed the club ladder and has been serving on the 
National Committee as secretary since 2015.

She inspires with her boundless enthusiasm for the job 
- always on time with the necessary documents, and always 
willing to go the extra mile.

Making full use of the power of WhatsApp to keep me in 
line with her reminders.

Congratulations Annalie on receiving this award and a 
huge thank you for all the time and passionate effort you put 
into the club on a daily basis. - Waldo Scribante n

ANNALIE KACHELHOFFER

HERO AWARDHERO AWARD
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From there we were transported to 
the Big Cat Sanctuary which was an 

amazing experience and not too much 
can be said for the sake of security. It 
was fabulous. Then back by bus to Villa 
Maria and then on to C’est La Belle for 
the main event. This was in the form 
of the Great Gatsby Gala Dinner and 
held in the fabulous but yet unfinished 
wedding and function venue owned 
by Johan and Hannetjie van der Walt. 
What a great event and wonderful 
cuisine. This coincided with the 40th 
Anniversary of the Klerksdorp sports 
Car Club and also the 40th anniversary 
of my involvement with our Club.

The  next outing was our Valentine’s 
Day run on the 10th of February to the 
Val Hotel some 100km from the East 
Rand .What a fabulous setting and the 
food was top class. Thanks Shynelle 
and Morne for this wonderful event.

Angela’s Picnic was our next outing 
and a big Thanks to Leon and Molly 
Wannenburg for booking our space 
and organising some eats on the day. 

Some 35 Mercs showed up and as 
usual the funds collected for hospice 
amounted to some R59 000.00. Thanks 
to all who donated.

The 5th  of May saw a great event 
take place namely our Air Force day 
at the Brakpan Airport. This event 
was organised by Hilton Wolff. An 
amazing amount of organisation went 
into this event and we had the Antanof, 
Cessna Caravan two helicopters and 
then some more who joined in to take 
our members for a flip. Thanks Hilton 
you are a star and we appreciate your 
big input in this event. Carlos Cardoso 
was the main ‘helper’ as usual and a big 
thanks to him as well. 

On the 29th of June the Ponton 
register headed by Johan Swanepoel 
paid a visit to the Greeff’s facility 
where they restore cars. It was a great 
outing enjoyed by all. Ponton bakkies 
are in excess at this facility and the 
restorations are of absolute top class.

The 20th and 21st of July saw our 
Christmas in July event at Shangri La 

Country hotel. This was also organized 
by Shynelle and Morne Greeff and 
turned out to be a fabulous event. A 
highlight was the visit to Zebula Golf 
estate and spa. The evening was an 
event to remember ending with a joke 
telling session. Between myself and 
Pieter Booysen we had the crowd in 
fits. What an event to remember.

The 4th of August was the annual 
‘Cars in the Park’ at Zwartkops. We 
kicked off with a breakfast sponsored 
by myself and with Koos du Toit 
and Jeanette as co-cooks. We had a 
great turnout with Klerksdorp again 
supporting in numbers.

14 and 15 September was our con-
cours and what a battle it was to find 
a suitable venue after Menlyn Lifestyle 
centre withdrew their sponsorship. 
Mercedes-Benz Sandown Motors in 
Sandton came to the rescue and we 
were able to use their fabulous venue. 
A big thanks to Pius Mokgokong for 
his generous donation towards our 
catering. It was a great event with the 

Annual 2019Annual 2019

Northern Region
As usual, 2019 kicked off with a weekend away to Klerksdorp hosted 
by The Klerksdorp Sports Car Club on the 26th of January 2019. We 
booked into Villa Maria Guest lodge and from there left for the 1965 
Pub and Grill. 
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Central region giving us a great hiding. 
Thanks to one and all who entered. 
Only those who have taken part in a 
concourse know how much effort goes 
into preparing a car well. KZN also 
brought some fabulous cars and well 
done Warren Geyser with that fabu-
lous 111 6.3 . 

Our annual Jacaranda run took 
place one the 13th of October and 
sported a very good turnout. It was 

also an event with a twist. After view-
ing the beautiful jacarandas we headed 
for Vanderbijlpark to Gas Monkey. All 
in all a fabulous day and thanks again 
Shynelle and Morne.

26th and 27th of October was our 
40th celebration of the G-Wagon and 
a fabulous event organised by Johann 
Marx was held at Sandwani Lodge fol-
lowed by a visit to Pius Mokgokongs’s 
museum. Thanks Johann and Pius for 

a memorable weekend.
November we usually have our 

Two Door day but due to Sandton City 
management making it impossible for 
us, it was cancelled. On the 1st of De-
cember our Northern Region AGM 
was held at Mount Grace. A new com-
mittee was appointed and we had a 
great and memorable lunch.

Finally to the committee that 
supported me during 2019: I would 

like to extend my heartfelt thanks to 
Anna-Lee and Chris, Koos du Toit, 
Carlos Cardoso, Shynelle and Morne 
Greeff, Hercu van der Walt and Sven 
Krassnokutski and Jeanette St James. 
It would have been impossible without 
you. n

STEVE RADEMEYER
Chairman Northern Region
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On behalf of my Regional 
Committee I want to thank every 

member of the Western Cape Region 
for their support and encouragement 
while we were finding our feet.

We kicked off our activities for 2019 
in January with the annual Timour 
Hall Classic Car & Bike Show. Our high 
quality display consisted of cars such 
as Wido Schnabel’s W186 Adenhauer, 
Graham van Heerden’s W111 220Seb 
Cabriolet, and Peter Breen’s W111 
280se Coupe. In February an R/C107 
themed breakfast run was organised 
to the exclusive Mount Rochelle 
Boutique Hotel in Franschoek where 
we were treated to unbelievable views 
of the vineyards and the Franschoek 
Mountains.

March was a jam packed month 
for our region and the club, nationally. 
Early in March the Overberg Malgas 
Run organised by Dirk van der 
Westhuizen took place. The route 
included scenic towns of the Boland 
and Overberg such as Napier and 
Swellendam. 

March also meant that it was time 
for the AGM and National Gathering, 

which was hosted by the Central 
Region. A number of Western Cape 
Region members undertook the long 
trip to the Golden Gate National Park 
just outside Clarens. It was decided 
that those members travelling in 
convoy to the AGM would overnight 
in the Southern Free State town of 
Bethulie, filling up most of the B&B’s 
and Guesthouses in the small town. 
Dirk van der Westhuizen made the 
necessary arrangements with a local 
butcher and Golf Club. That evening 
we were treated to traditional Free 
State hospitality at the local Golf Club 
with a “chop & wors” braai. Everyone 
had a thoroughly enjoyable time at the 
AGM and arrived safely back in the 
Cape.

At the end of March we celebrated 
the 30th Anniversary of the launch 
of the R129 SL Roadster. We were 
fortunate that we managed to have 
no less than 20 R129 cars on the 
breakfast run to Cape Point Vineyard 
in Noordhoek. We want to thank 
Northern Cross Wealth Management 
for their kind sponsorship of this event.

Our club run in April had a Sedan 

themed breakfast run to the Hazendal 
Wine Estate just outside Brackenfell. 
During the month of May we had our 
first club run on a Saturday. This event 
was called the Beer Benz & Burger Run. 
We departed to Gordon’s Bay and 
travelled via the R44 to Botriver and 
along with the N2 back to Gordon’s 
Bay, where we met at the Red Sky Craft 
Brewery for a beer and burger. The 
event was well attended for our first 
Saturday event.

June saw us travelling to Paarl for 
a breakfast run to Reuben’s & Co. at 
the Val-de-Vie Estate. There we were 
hosted by the South African celebrity 
chef Reuben Riffel himself. Reuben is 
a Mercedes-Benz enthusiast. Members 
were tasked to get creative and make 
anything Mercedes-Benz related using 
only the fruit provided to each table. 
Chef Reuben judged the plates and 
first prize went to Donald Abbott. July 
saw us returning to the Stellenbosch 
Winelands via Helshoogte Pass for 
a hearty winter lunch at the Vrede & 
Lust Wine Estate. 

On a very chilly Spring Day we set 
off to Riebeeck-Kasteel for our Spring 

Day Coffee Run. All members joined 
up at a coffee spot in town for a free 
cup of coffee. No other activity was 
planned for the morning, so members 
could do their own thing in the 
picturesque town of Riebeeck-Kasteel. 

In October we set off on a drive 
north on the R27 to Darling. In this 
little town we went to meet a South 
African icon, Ambassador Evita 
Bezuidenhout at Evita’s Perron. 
Tannie Evita entertained us with a 
humorous history lesson and her 
unique take on current affairs.  After 
the show we were treated to traditional 
South African bobotie, malva pudding 
and koeksisters. Evita was particularly 
taken by the black 220s Ponton of 
Graham van Heerden, and insisted on 
a photo with the car. 

November saw us return to 
Killarney Raceway for the now annual 
Club Track Day event. We are very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to 
take our own cars around a racetrack. 
Everyone present enjoyed every 
moment of their “parade” laps and 
not a single person didn’t get out of 
his or her car without a huge smile. 

Western Cape Region
The Western Cape Region started 2019 with a new Regional 
Committee, which took over from Kurt Stassen and his team who had 
carried the baton for the previous 6 years. 

Annual 2019Annual 2019
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It is a pity we couldn’t convince our 
club President to do a few laps but we 
appreciated him supporting us on the 
day. The track action was followed by 
a light lunch at a wine farm outside 
Durbanville.

We returned to the Cape Point 
Vineyard in Noordhoek for our 
2019 Year-End Function. A record 
number of club members and their 
families joined us for this event. We 
were treated to stunning views over 
Noordhoek beach and wonderful 
company. Spot prizes were awarded to 
members present at the event for best 
cars of the day. 

As in the past, the Western Cape 
Region held monthly meetings. In 

February we were hosted by Hannes 
Pienaar and members were given the 
opportunity to view his impressive 
collection of Alfas, Mercedes-Benz’s, 
and Ferrari’s. Mercedes-Benz Century 
City was the venue for our monthly 
club meeting in April. 

We had special guests for the 
evening, Fred and Elisabeth Smits 
joined us for the evening. This couple 
from New-Zealand is travelling 
through the world in their 1957 220S 
Ponton, named Abel. As it happened 
their travels were inspired by an article 
by one of our club members, Graeme 
Hurst, written years ago for Classic & 
Sports Car magazine in the UK. Fred 
and Elisabeth were given a big surprise 

as they got to meet the person whose 
article inspired their journey in person. 
In May we were hosted by the Long 
Family in Stellenbosch. Once again, 
members were given the opportunity 
to view their impressive collection of 
cars.  

Our region’s car show participation 
was limited to the Timour Hall Classic 
Car & Bike due to the fact that the 
International Motoring and Music 
Festival planned for November was 
cancelled weeks before the event.

The 2019 Regional Committee 
which comprised of Zillen Venter 
(Chairman), Brendan Moran (Vice-
Chairman) and Jeanne-Pierre van 
der Poel (Secretary) was re-elected 

for 2020. I would like to extend my 
gratitude and appreciation to Brendan 
Moran and Jeanne-Pierre van der 
Poel for all the work they did in 2019. 
Furthermore, I want to thank each and 
every member of our region for their 
contributions and participation during 
2019.n

ZILLEN VENTER
Chairman Western Cape Region
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One of our highlights in the South-
ern Cape region most surely was 

the George Old Motor Show, which 
was attended by literally thousands of 
people.  The cars that were on display 
were quite impressive as was our hos-
pitality tent. In all we had about 100 
Mercedes cars at our exhibition mak-
ing it a gleaming invitation to all who 
were passing by.  The standard that was 
set by the entrants was of exceptional 
quality. Our stand was extremely well 
displayed and was well attended by all.

Our next big event took us to 
Plettenberg Bay and Knysna.  It was a 
weekend of SL’s.  We were all trekking 
up the coast to Plett for the weekend.  
Some of the entrants came as far as 
Klerksdorp and Cape Town to display 
all of their SL glory.  The weekend was 
kicked off with a get together at the 
Fat Fish where all were dining and 
wining the night away.  On Saturday 
we were all together and drove the 
SL’s the Plettenberg Hotel, for a great 
photo session with the ocean and 
beach, making the perfect backdrop 

for these gorgeous SL dames, which 
were rounded off with a well deserved 
afternoon lunch at The Plettenberg 
Hotel.  Saturday evening was marked 
with a get together in Keurbooms 
whereafter we all headed home for 
some rest.  Sunday morning we had to 
get an early start to the day as we were 
off to the Knysna Motor Show.  

The Knysna Motor show is a 
showcase for all that is exotic with 
regards to motor cars. We had a bevy of 
Mercedes’ that were in attendance but 
the showcase for the day was definitely 
the collection of  SL.  One of the SL 
entrants also won ‘the most beautiful 
car’ for the Knysna Motor Show. 

August was marked by an excursion 
to the Swellendam area, where our 
members had the opportunity to 
enjoy the peace and tranquillity that 
only nature can offer.  September 
being the harbinger of spring is 
always accompanied by one of our 
regions highlights; that of course being 
our annual “Snoekbraai”.  A good 
arrangement of cars was in attendance 

and Kobus Harris and his assistants 
delivered a marvellous food spread.  
Before we knew it October was upon us, 
which means the beckoning of October 
Fest.  This means, Mercedes, Oompah 
music, Eisbeins and lederhosen.  We 
also had our function at the Brand 
new “The Benz” which will also serve 
to host various functions in the future.

November set our sights towards 
the little town of “Klaarstroom”, where 
our gracious hosts Erik and Hermien 
entertained us to our hearts delight and 
where we could take in the spectacular 
mountain ranges and Karoo vistas.  
The end of the year was here in a blink 
of an eye and all our activities were 
rounded off by our usual sheep braai at 
Waldo & Rene’s house.  Another year 
of great fun and pleasure under the 
ever present three pointed star. Until 
next year. n

ALDO VAN ZYL
Chairman Southern Cape Region

Southern Cape Region
The year of 2019 will be remembered by a lot of highlights 
but also some astonishing events that took place during 
the course of the year.
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We were shocked by the sad news 
that our Regional Secretary, 

Malcom Campbell had passed away 
suddenly after suffering a heart attack, 
following surgery.  Malcolm was a very 
well-liked and valued club member 
and also a loyal and trusted friend.  
He is sorely missed. Our sincere 
condolences to his wife Beverly and all 
the family. 

Apart from our weekly meets, we’ve 
had many activities throughout the 
year and without everyone’s support, 
we would not enjoy the club as we do.  

We started off the year with a Bring 
‘n Braai at Norman Hickel’s place in 
the Berea Gardens retirement Village 
and had a nice lunch run to Morgan 
Bay later in January.

February is always a highlight, with 
many of our members supporting the 
George Old Car Show. 

This year was no exception and we 
thoroughly enjoyed the weekend. 

As has now become tradition, most 
EC Members stayed at the Alpine Inn 
where we had a wonderful braai on the 

Friday evening before the Show. Thank 
you to Johan Minnnaar & his sons for 
the salads & eats and for setting up the 
braai for the evening.

Well done to the Southern Cape 
Region for a fantastic Show and to 
Waldo & Rene Scribante for once again 
hosting us in style at their Benzeum for 
the annual President’s Braai.

In March a number of EC Members 
went on the Malgas Trip organised by 
Dirk van der Westhuizen.

We also had an enjoyable lunch run 
to Emerald Vale Brewery on the East 
Coast Resorts.

A few EC Members attended the 
Central Region’s AGM held at Golden 
Gate & Clarens. This was a great week-
end with varied activities including 
a visit to Sandstone Estates and Ionia 
Cherry Farm.  

The Techno-Essen Classica Tour 
to Germany was held from 6th-13th 
April.

In April some members supported 
the 190SL/300SL event in Plettenberg 
Bay followed by the Knysna Show.

We also had a Bring ‘n Braai with 
Sacha Vaupotic, where we welcomed 
Thomas & Marina Haemmerle who 
were here on a visit from Germany. 
Thomas was an EC Member and 
previously worked at the Daimler 
Plant in East London. 

We had a Bring ‘n Braai at Dumi 
Boltina’s business premises in May and 
also visited Lawrence Kropf to see his 
collection of cars at his storage facility.

The W108/9 Register Event was 
held in Port Elizabeth from the 13th to 
16 June.  

This event, organised by Register 
Captain, Niki Georgiou, as well 
supported by members from across the 
country. Congratulations to Niki & the 
organisers for a great event.  

In June we had a Bring ‘n Braai to 
celebrate Colin Meyer’s 60th and we 
also went on a lunch run to Kidd’s 
Beach. 

We also bade farewell to club 
members Torben & Dὄrte Reinke 
and their little son Tjark. They were 
returning to Germany after Torben’s 

Annual 2019Annual 2019

Eastern Cape Region
The Eastern Cape Region enjoys wonderful camaraderie among 
its members, and we are grateful for the lively interaction between 
members. Our membership remains steady.   
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stint at the Daimler Plant in East 
London had come to an end.

We had a very special Thomas 
River weekend in July with great 
Camaraderie. Thanks to Jeff & Anne 
Sansom for their hospitality; once 
again.

In August we had a Bring ‘n Braai 
with Andrew Hempel as well as a 
lunch run to the Furnace Restaurant at 
Crossways, East Coast Resorts.

The National Concours was held at 
the new Mercedes-Benz Rivonia Road 
Dealership in Sandton. 

Well done to the Northern Region 
and the Mercedes-Benz Sandton 
dealership for a well organized 

Concours weekend.
Some PE Members went on a run 

to Crossways Country Kitchen south 
of PE on the 8th of September

The successful Midland Car Club 
Vintage & Classic show in Graaff - 
Reinet was held in September. It was 
well supported.

The annual Wizard on Wheels 
Show was held at the end of September.

Although somewhat smaller than 
in previous years, this was nonetheless 
a quality show.

Chris Carlisle-Kitz & his brother 
Francis visited us at the Show as well, 
while on a trip through to Cape Town.

The Jolly Old Fellows run took place 

in October, where the old folks were 
collected from their respective homes 
and taken on a drive to the Osner 
Hotel at East London’s Beach Front for 
an afternoon’s entertainment.

In November we had the annual 
Amatola run and a Bring ‘n Braai 
with Justin Erasmus. We also had a 
dealer visit to Ronnies Motors. Our 
Year-end Function was a lovely lunch 
held at the Blue Barn Venue with 
great support from everyone. The 
organising committee of the 2020 
AGM to be hosted by the EC Region 
in Graaff-Reinet, has put together an 
exciting weekend programme and we 
look forward to hosting everyone in a 

classic Karoo environment from 13th to 
15th June 2020. 

At the Regional AGM, the following 
committee members were elected 
for 2020: Erald Hohls as Chairman, 
Johannes Coetzer as Secretary and 
committee members; Colin Meyer, 
Pieter Moolman and Sacha Vaupotic. 

Thank you to everyone in our 
region for the fantastic support 
throughout the year, and we look 
forward to another great year ahead. n

ERALD HOHLS
Chairman Eastern Cape Region
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The highlight of the evening was the 
arrival of Japie Vos in his 300SL 

roadster (W198) freshly imported 
from Germany.  That was such a 
wonderful sight to behold!

The 34th AGM and National 
gathering were hosted by the Central 
Region and it was held in the beautiful 
surroundings of Golden Gate and 
Clarens.  The weekend included the 
visit to Sandstone Estate and Ionia 
Cherry Farm.  The very competent Clive 
Winterstein performed the auction 
and the club raised an astounding 
R65 000,00 for charity.  Next on the 
to do list for that weekend was a visit 
to Jagersfontein open mine, and also 
Fauresmith.  We had a wonderful 
time that we will surely never forget.  
I would like to thank everyone who 
participated in the weekend and to 
everyone from the Central Region who 
made such a big success of it!

On the 8th of June the always 
popular Safari Meal took place and 
the region visited Des Bosch and 
our collection too.  Next on the list 

was W108/109 run to PE that was a 
huge success, and our Central Region 
members enjoyed every moment.  A 
very memorable weekend was spent in 
Kimberley the weekend of 27 July and 
Northern Cape members put in a lot of 
effort to keep us very busy.

The annual CITP on the 9th of 
August was much bigger than expected.  
We had the privilege to exhibit two 
190SL’s and a 300SL (W198) that 
attracted a lot of attention.  On the 
10th of August the ladies of the Central 
Region held an event at “Die Pienk 
Meerkat” that was very interesting and 
they too had a wonderful time.

During September members of 
Central Region put in a lot of effort to 
compete in the National Concourse 
that was held in Johannesburg.  The 
magnificent SL’s of Theo Jansen van 
Rensburg, Paul van Wyk and Jaco 
Kachelhoffer  took centre stage and 
attracted a lot of attention.  Their 
hard work rewarded them with a lot 
of prestigious prizes and we are very 
proud of them.

During October we had a day trip 
to Gariep Dam Resort.  It was a very 
relaxed day and good exercise for the 
old ladies, that is; the Mercs now, and 
not the females!

On the 30th of November, the 
Central Region had its year end 
function at John William’s Motors, 
our local Mercedes Benz dealership in 
Bloemfontein.  At our annual general 
meeting, the 2019 committee was 
re-elected for 2020.  The venue was 
stunning with the most exotic SL’s and 
new models for us to enjoy.  The event 
was a huge success and we enjoyed the 
special evening.

The monthly technical evenings at 
the Benz Barn are very popular among 
the men of the Central Region and are 
well supported.

I would like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who made 2019 
so special for Anita and I, and the 
whole of the Central region. n

FANIE DU PREEZ
Chairman Central Region

Central Region
Annual 2019Annual 20192019 was a wonderful year for the Central Region of the Mercedes-

Benz Club of South Africa. The first function for 2019 was held at 
Jaco and Annalie Kachelhoffer’s Benz Barn, just before we left for the 
George Old Car Show.  
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February 2019
Chairman’s Braai – The year 

always begins with an annual tradition 
in the form of The Chairman’s Braai 
which was hosted by myself and my 
family. This year, we were fortunate 
enough to have the function at Hangar 
Eight at Virginia Airport in Durban 
and guests sat amidst many interesting 
airplanes and classic cars, enjoying 
their meals in the hot Durban summer. 
Guests were also treated to a Heli Flip 
at a reduced rate arranged for members 
on the day which truly made the first 
event set a high standard for the rest 
of the year.

March 2019 
Lunch Run to Crinkley Bottom 

– The last day of March saw KZN 
Members looking for the last few 
warm days of summer weather with 
a lunch run up to the scenic Crinkley 
Bottom Park in the midst of the 
Kranskloof Nature Reserve. Members 
met at Pavilion Garage and drove up 
leisurely enjoying the winding natural 
surrounds of the reserve. 

April 2019
Bokeh – Once again, our friends 

from Mercedes Benz South Africa 
and Bokeh International Film Festival 
extended an invitation to our club to 
attend the Durban leg of the Bokeh 
Media Launch for 2019 which was 
held at the International Bank Vaults 
at Gateway Theatre of Shopping! 

Germany Trip – April also saw 
KZN well represented in our National 
trip to Germany organised by Waldo 
Scribante. I am proud to say that I was 
the only Chairman on the National 
Committee present as well.

May 2019
Cars in the Park, Pietermaritzburg 

2019 – Our biggest event in KZN’ 
Cars in the Park’, Pietermaritzburg 
was as always an astounding success. 
Members from around the country 
are are always happy to support the 
KZN Region in this Car Show as it 
is one of the best in the country,  by 
far. As always, the KZN hospitality 
is something unmatched in the club 
and members are treated to the best 

and most luxurious stand at this event 
every single year.

June 2019
East Coast Breweries – A privately 

owned establishment,  East Coast 
Breweries,  invited members  for a 
Sunday drive up to their stunning 
venue . 

August 2019
Historic Racing Day at Dezzi 

– As a result of our commitment to 
Concours Durban, in July, we have 
held two events in August. 

The first one being the Historic 
Racing Day at Dezzi Raceway on the 
KZN South Coast.  A fun filled day 
was had by members and their families 
watching some classic cars on the race 
track. 

Spanner Day – Spanner day has 
always been a blast and KZN held their 
second event getting out the tools and 
using some muscle;  tinkering on some 
good old classics.

KwaZulu-Natal Region
Annual 2018Annual 20182019 started off on a very positive note and we are proud to say 

that we have managed to organise and execute very successful 
events in the year.
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September 2019
Another fun Spanner Day – 

hosted by Gabriel at his home in 
Durban North. Members got their 
hands dirty while a braai was being 
prepared. Gabriel put together a lovely 
presentation for all attendees as well 
and  members felt right at home with 
Angela playing the perfect hostess.

October 2019
Sugar Run – John Aritho arranged 

an outing and stay for those members 

who were able to, at the beautiful 
historic Kearsney Manor. They were 
given a historic tour of the place during 
a scrumptious lunch. 
November 2019

Bunny Chow Barometer – In 
November we kicked off our KZN 
Social evenings aptly centering them 
around tasting a very popular dish,’ the 
bunny chow’. Our first one was held 
amidst the spring rain at the popular 
Hollywood Bunny Bar in Springfield 
Park. The rain did not deter guests 

from attending.  
It just made the bunny that much 

more enjoyable in such weather. Our 
Benz Lens Editor and his wife Stephen 
and Claudine Kaalsen were our special 
guests from out of town, who joined in 
the fun.

End of Year Function – Our KZN 
end of year weekend was  graciously 
hosted by another member, Gill 
Cooper at her Cycasia Lodge out on 
the Durban South Coast. Members 
made an entire weekend out of it with 

a drive down to the beautiful venue.
Events are open to all members and 

any member can plan an event if they 
want to at any place of interest. n

AVISH MAHARAJ
Chairman Central Region



Annual 2019 | MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB SA 67



MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB SA  | Annual 201968



Annual 2019 | MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB SA 

69

Star Events
Star EventsStar Events





Annual 2019 | MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB SA 71

Vanjaar se skou was na my beskeie 
mening, een van die bestes, indien 

nie die beste, gesien uit die oog van ons 
klub, en is ons baie dank verskuldig 
aan ons lede wat van heinde en verre 
gekom het en bygedra het tot die 
sukses van die skou.

Soos gewoonlik het ons uitstalling 
baie belangstelling en komplimente 
gelok. Ons ”nuwe” tent was ook ‘n 
wenner. Nie net meer spasie nie, maar 
baie koeler as vantevore.

So ‘n skou kom nie sommer vanself 
nie. Daar is hard gewerk agter die 
skerms en weereens is ons eerstens 
baie dank verskuldig aan Kobus Harris 
en sy helpers wat gesorg het dat die 
terrein gereed was.

Ook baie dankie aan Aldo van 
Zyl en sy helpers vir die koffie wat 
vroegoggend reeds beskikbaar 
was, asook vir die hantering van 
die verversings deur die dag. Die 
verjaarsdag van die Heckflosse is dan 
ook gevier met ‘n spesiale koek. Pieter 
Booysen se motor is aangewys as die 
beste Heckflosse op skou. Baie geluk 
met ‘n pragtige motor.

Daar is by my geen twyfel dat almal 
die skou geniet het nie en ons sien 
daarna uit om almal weer  te ontvang 
volgende jaar.

Soos nou al tradisie is, het die 
President se braai op Saterdagaand 
plaasgevind.

Waldo het die verwelkoming 

gedoen en ook aan elkeen van ons 
vorige presidente ‘n spesiale “60Jahre 
Heckflosse” fedora hoed oorhandig.

En soos gewoonlik is daar gesmul 
aan die skaap en veral die roomys en 
Waldo se nou “famous” sjokolade 
sous. Februarie 2020 maak ons weer 
so! n

JOHAN SLOET
Suid-Kaap Voorsitter

George Oumotorskou en 
3de President Braai
Eenhonderd vyf -en -sewentig (175) Lede!
Eenhonderd-en –nege (109) voertuie, nege-en-dertig (39) vlerkies en 
dertien (13) G’s.  Wat meer is daar om te rapporteer?
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In retrospect I can mention that this 
premier event was a huge success and 
a highlight to remember.

The function took place in the 
picturesque Eastern Free State and 
although the roads were not in good 
condition, we used and enjoyed our 
beloved vehicles to the maximum.  
The Central Region Committee of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club wanted to give 
the members the feeling of the local 
people and the region.  All the goody 
bags for instance was a remembrance 
of the local farming community.  After 
registration on 21st of March the AGM 
meeting was held in the Eland Hall 
of Golden Gate Hotel.  The National 
Committee was re-elected.  That 
evening we kicked off with a 3 course 
dinner and our President presented 
a small prize giving to committee 
members.

The next day we all drove to the 
world famous Sand Stone Estate near 

Ficksburg.  The farm was built up by 
the Wille family from the 1830’s, who 
were originally German missionaries.  
Today it is part of an international 
Agri-business that produces wheat, 
soya, beans, maize and sunflowers.  
It has been 100% organic since 2005.  
Sand Stone is known for their railway 
and military heritage.  We were 
entertained with a guided tour that 
was very interesting.  Seeing all the old 
tractors and steam engines of a bygone 
era, was incredible.  

Although the locomotive broke 
down, all the people enjoyed the time 
and laughter in the open field and fresh 
air while waiting for the relief unit.

On Saturday, 23 March, we visited 
Ionia cherry farm for a cherry liqueur 
and mampoer pairing and tasting.  We 
were surprised when pupils from the 
local farm school held a concert.  All 
the members could enjoy the rest of the 
afternoon in the picturesque Clarens.

That evening the closing off 
function was held – the prestigious 
gala event.  The Hero member award 
went to Annalie Kachelhoffer and 
myself, Fanie du Preez received a 
special membership reward.  Clive 
Winterstein handled the auction in a 
very professional way and we raised 
R65 000,00 for the Ionia Farm School.

The memorable weekend passed 
very quickly, but fortunately we will 
see our Mercedes family again next 
year at the AGM in Graaff Reinet.

FANIE DU PREEZ
Chairman Central Distirct

34th AGM & National Gathering
We all know that every year the AGM and National Gathering of the 
Mercedes Benz Club is the highlight on the calendar.  Each year 
we look forward to the next highly anticipated AGM and National 
Gathering, and before you know it 12 months had passed and 
suddenly it is AGM time again.  This is an event for young and old, 
with a little bit for everyone.
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Mercedes-Benz Sandton, Rivonia 
Road in Johannesburg truly is 

an enormous glass treasure chest.  As 
you approach this huge, multi storey 
monolith you become aware that it is 
filled with an amazing array of glittering 
gems of every conceivable hue.  These 
are the new cars on display.  However, 
Club members and Mercedes-Benz 
enthusiasts alike were in for a veritable 
feast of all the senses this weekend as a 
steady stream of exquisite classics and 
old timers began to roll in to add to the 
treasures in the chest.  

 Had you been there early enough, 
you might have witnessed the arrival 
of a magnificent red racing car - the 
300 SE, 6.3 AMG of Warren Geyser.  
The shell was originally the crafted 
conception of Chris Carlisle-Kitz 
before passing into the hands of 
Warren Geyser, under whose watchful 
eye emerged a magnificent jewel; a 
real credit to the imagination and 
craftsmanship of those who had a hand 
in its construction and faceting.  This 
car was tailored from Pietermaritzburg 
by Warren and his Trusty Team of 
Tifozi.  They were never far from the 

car throughout the event, informing 
the steady flow of amazed onlookers 
drawn to this spectacular vehicle.  
Following this, the spectacle became 
an eye watering flow of gleaming 
moments of chrome – yards of shining 
silver bumpers, extravagant over 
riders, huge glistening, detailed, wheel 
discs and embellishers.  

All this to be seen in the radiant 
light of the modernistic jewel – boxes 
of the show rooms and lower floor 
working bays, which flashed and 
glinted off a myriad of gleaming three 
pointed stars set against immaculate, 
lovingly polished paintwork.  Cars 
were carefully reversed into bays, 
each having their individual hoists 
for final cleaning and detailing before 
professional scrutiny – to the very last 
detail – by the band of judges with their 
pens and clipboards, huge wealth of 
knowledge and encouragement for the 
entrants.   Along the lines of cars neatly 
in their bays, bonnets were open, care 
like, exposing the still heart of each 
magnificent multifaceted jewels on 
which their owners worked.

These were the last, important 

minutes of sometimes tens, if not 
hundreds of hours of preparation 
which any car really needs to be a real 
concours car.  Amongst the competing 
vehicles were a couple of SL’s whose 
restoration had just been completed.  
This was the first time either one had 
been presented in public.  They were 
the focus of constant attention and 
questioning by a growing number 
of onlookers.  So much so that as the 
judges came to these cars they had to 
work around the enthusiasts watches. 

The judges: Chris Carlisle-Kitz 
(Authenticity), Naas Schutte (Interior), 
Andrew Fourie (Undercarriage), Piet 
Landman (Body & Glass), Hercu 
van der Walt (Engine Bay), Steve 
Rademeyer (Mechanical) and Avish 
Maharaj (Trainee Judge) supported 
Ettienne Geel (Chief Judge), who 
all worked steadily throughout the 
day on Saturday and on Sunday 
morning, scoring the cars in their 
own speciality.  The completed score 
cards were collected and returned to 
Sven Krassnokutski, the eminently 
capable, unflappable, tireless and 
smiling National Concours Director.  

2019 National Concours
The jewel in the calendar of the Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa 
took place on 14 and 15 September.  That is the annual National 
Concours hosted by Mercedes-Benz Sandown Motors in Sandton.

Annual 2018Annual 2018
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Sven was able to maintain such a 
seamless efficiency through the quiet 
and constant support of Koos Du Toit, 
Assistant Director of the Concours.  

At this stage of the event, curious 
enthusiasts and members must have 
become aware of the true extent of 
such a prestigious national event.  Not 
only with the total of thousands of 
hours the entrants would have spent 
in meticulous preparation of their 
precious metal, some of which arrived 
on trailers and transporters from all 
over the country, but also the time, 
energy and enthusiasm spent by all 
those unmentioned, who have been 
involved for many months in the 
planning and preparation for this final 
show of magnificent marque motor 
cars.  

We should all pay tribute to them.  
Saturday night saw 50 Club members 
and friends meet at Tigers Milk 
restaurant in Bryanston.  The venue on 
the veranda had been agreed following 
much discussion and research.  The 
dinner was arranged by Anna-Lee 
Dos Santos, and the gathering was 
noisy, jubilant and the food noticeable 
for its taste and value.  Good choice 
guys!  Thank you to Waldo Scribante 
for sponsoring the meal!  On Sunday, 
the event included midmorning 
sweet treats to go with the barista 
coffee available, free, throughout the 
weekend.  Luncheon for members was 
majestic!  Platters of perfectly presented 
food for all tastes of 100 people were 
displayed on a seemingly endless 
table.  Christopher Dooley organized 

the catering service and it was five 
star finger snacks!  All the food for the 
event was kindly sponsored through 
the generosity of Pius Mokgokong.  
Although there were fewer entrants 
than in the previous years, the event 
was certainly a feast for the eyes with 
cars to get the blood racing.  Amongst 
cars to be viewed entering for either 
the d’Etat or d’Elegance were numours 
SL’s in the whole variety of models 
and colours, fabulous Fintails, pretty 
Pontons, beautiful bakkies, a gleaming 
G Wagon, wonderful W124’s a 
white W109 with an unforgettable 
engine sound.  Clive Winterstein’s 
breathtaking 220SE cabriolet slid 
in late on Sunday, its lifted bonnet 
exposing a spectacular engine bay.  

 In all the 2019 National Concourse 
was indeed a fabulous feast for all the 
senses.  Thanks to everyone involved 
in every facet of this box of memorable 
treasures.   Particular recognition 
should be shown to Alex and Yolandie 
for the almost unbelievably gorgeous 
venue which was staffed to perfection.  

Finally also to Waldo Scribante, 
the National President, who flew in 
from George for the event and whose 
ever present belief in the club and 
enthusiasm is an integral part of the 
rich oil which keeps the Mercedes-
Benz Club of South Africa driving 
forward. 

CHRISTOPHER 
CARLISLE-KITZ
Vice President
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WhatsApp has become a very 
effective tool for sharing 

information.  When our Club 
President created the Benz Essen 
Safari 2019 WhatsApp group on 6 
September 2018, I don’t think any 
of us had any idea of the mammoth 
event this would become.  So much so 
that the group of 32 members of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa 
including some spouses, attending the 
event had bonded long before the trip 
even began.  Waldo kept everyone up 
to date with arrangements as they were 
being finalised and teasers of what was 
to come.  

Members shared their various 
ways to Frankfurt airport, which was 
to be the starting point of our tour.  
Members travelled via Amsterdam, 
London, Paris, Lisbon and other exotic 
destinations.  Unfortunately, the 
Central Region attendees got slightly 
confused, travelling via Parys to 
Frankfort where they couldn’t find any 
other members of the group…

BENZ Essen Safari 2019
WhatsApp has become a very effective tool for sharing information.  When our Club President 
created the Benz Essen Safari 2019 WhatsApp group on 6 September 2018, I don’t think 
any of us had any idea of the mammoth event this would become.  So much so that the 
group of 32 members of the Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa including some spouses, 
attending the event had bonded long before the trip even began.
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Day 1 - dawned and everyone 
made their way to bus parking lot P36 
at Frankfurt airport, which was our 
designated meeting point.  Everyone 
gathered and we proceeded to wait, 
both for our tour guide and our tour 
bus.  A most un-German start to what 
would be a very thoroughly German 
tour.  But arrive they did, and Ekki and 
Roger bade us all a warm welcome.  All 
face-to-face introductions being done, 
the bus was boarded and we were on 
our way to the first stop – the original 
Benz & Cie works in Ladenburg, which 
is now the Dr. Carl Benz Museum.  

Although this was one of the 
smaller museums we visited, it quickly 
became clear that the quality and 
quantity of cars and other historical 
artefacts we would see during the week 
ahead was going to be something quite 
breath-taking. 

We spent a happy few hours 
working our way through the museum 
and exploring Ladenburg, admiring 
Benz’s home, the world’s first planned 
garage and the old city.  Bratwurst, 
pizza (why, when in Germany?) 
Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte, Bretzel 
and plenty of beer were all part of 
our first collective experience of our 
culinary week ahead.  For the energetic 
amongst us, a walking tour of the old 
city walls, Roman ruins and old-world 
cathedral took us back into a much 
older history than our South African 
cities offer.

After an afternoon’s drive to 
Stuttgart and checking in to our hotel, 
supper at the well-known Paulaner 

am alten Domplatz was an education 
in German efficiency and a delight in 
German cuisine.  Some ground rules 
for the remainder of the week were 
established: beer in anything less than 
a 0.5l serving was too small and no 
Eisbein was too big!

Day 2 – Sunday dawned with 
great anticipation for what I expected 
of be one of the highlights of the tour 
– the Mercedes-Benz Museum.  I can 
confidently say that none of us, even 
those who had visited it before, were 
disappointed.  One has heard and read 
much of the history of the marque 
about which we are so passionate, but 
the trip through time and the richness 

with which the company’s and the 
world’s history were conveyed was 
incredible.  

The story-telling, the perfect 
exhibits, the unusual (and sometimes 
seemingly random) historical items 
which have been dug out, lovingly 
restored and included in the narrative 
take more time to fully appreciate than 
the visit allows for and are only fully 
realised with the benefit of a great 
deal of reflection and looking at the 
thousands of photo’s taken.  What an 
experience!  

Many kilometres of walking were 
fittingly concluded with a sumptuous 
lunch and some retail therapy in the 
museum shop, as well as some further 

oogling at the All Time Stars exhibits 
for sale.  

Consensus was that the “new” 
W111 Coupé priced at a cool 400,000€ 
would have been the pinnacle of many 
a collection.

But the assault on our senses (and 
the resultant euphoria) was not yet 
done – after a brief drive across town, 
we got to start all over again at the 
Porsche Museum.  

Despite not having the length of 
history or as much to exhibit as the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum (I know, I 
am biased – unashamedly so!), it was 
another enlightenment in quality and 
storytelling.  From a Porsche tractor 
to the one millionth 911, it certainly 
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made for another impressive display.  
A typical Brauhaus dinner rounded off 
the day perfectly.

Day 3 – Monday morning  heralded 
another much anticipated outing, 
this time to Kienle Automobiltechnik 
– one of the most well respected 
Mercedes-Benz restorers.  It very 
quickly became evident why.  Jam-
packed with 300SL roasters and 
gullwings, 600’s, 300Sc’s, a 540K and 
many other exotics, the workshop was 
a sight to behold.  We were taken on a 
guided tour and were able to observe 
work being done on bodywork, 
upholstery, electrical, mechanical and 

the first components installed into the 
painted bodywork is the dashboard, 
which contains many of the computer 
modules for the car.  Including options 
chosen, finishes selected and in left- 
or right-hand drive, there are over 
600,000 variations of dashboards, 
each of which has to be matched 
to the correct body version (short-
wheelbase, long-wheelbase or stretch 
Maybach version) and all the other 
unique trim parts, engine variants and 
other options selected for each car.  
Incredibly, much of the work is still 
very manually supervised and workers 
change stations every two hours to 
ensure continued attention to detail.  
What a contrast between the old and 
the new!  While each beading needs 
to be moulded to an individual car at 
Kienle, the new S-Class – a car of over 
five meters in length – is assembled to 
within a tolerance of 0.5mm.  Unreal.

As if we had not seduced our senses 
enough for one day, we proceeded to 
the Mercedes-Benz Classic Centre 
where we were again amazed by the 
restoration, repair and maintenance 
work done on historical Mercedes-
Benz cars, including those still raced 
by Mercedes-Benz, such as the famous 
W25, which Avish and John could not 
resist posing with for a very special 
photo.

pneumatic specialist divisions which 
all go into making the cars that come 
out of a restoration process in this 
workshop better than new.  Kienle 
estimates that a full restoration takes 
up to 5,000 man hours.  At 140€ per 
hour, we suddenly understood why 
there were no “ordinary” cars, such 
as Ponton or Fintail sedans to be seen 
– it is simply not economically viable 
to restore these.  But to watch the 
masters of their trades at work was 
mesmerising.  Due to the primitive 
tooling of the time, the variations from 
car to car on, for example, a 300SL, 
are so great, that body panels or a set 
of beadings has to be hand-fitted and 

adjusted for each individual car.  Once 
this has been painstakingly completed 
over many hours, the car is stripped 
down and panels sent for painting and 
beading sent for chroming before the 
whole car is reassembled.  One begins 
to understand why 5,000 hours are 
required…

Highlight built upon highlight, 
with a visit to the restoration for 
old cars being followed by a tour of 
the birthplace of new ones.  In the 
Sindelfingen factory, we were taken 
through the S-Class assembly line.  
Each car is made to order and built to 
specification, so all parts arrive at each 
station in the correct sequence.  One of 
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Day 4 – Leaving Stuttgart behind 
us, we travelled to Sinsheim Transport 
Museum.  By now it was becoming 
evident – the Germans do museums.  
Very well.  This is a vast museum which 
includes a history of transportation of 
all kinds.  On display and accessible 
were a Concorde and a Tupolev, 
steam locomotives, military history, 
Americana and a display of German 
cars (again, predominantly Merc’s and 
Porsche’s) to rival any we had seen up 
to that point.  After another couple of 
kilometres of walking to try to take in 
as much of the displays as possible, 
it was most welcome to sit down for 
45 minutes and watch a 3D IMAX 
documentary, even if it was in German 
– without subtitles!  

We knew our walking for the day 
was not yet complete – the Technical 
Museum Speyer was our afternoon’s 
outing.  

By this point, many of this group 
of die-hard Mercedes enthusiasts were 
starting to walk past YET ANOTHER 
pristine 300SL without even so much 
as a sideways glance.  Maybe it was that 
we had seen so many of them already.  
Maybe it was that people’s feet were 
too sore from walking at that point to 
care.  Such was the quality and quantity 
of exhibits we were privileged to have 
seen up to that point.  

Despite being transport focused, 
these museums also included other 
displays of everything imaginable, 
from fashion, agricultural instruments, 
musical history – and even a space 

shuttle.  Many people again gladly 
stopped and put their 1€ into the 
slot to listen to the Glockenspiel or 
self-playing organs, which are in 
themselves, marvels of engineering 
and decorated with exquisite care and 
attention to detail.

A short drive further, we were in 
Worms, our overnight stop.  Worms 
is an ancient town full of history 
and legend.  It is said to be the site 
on which much of the historical 
Niebelungensage played out and this is 
evident in the effigies of dragons and 
warriors which were evident and it was 
incredible to have stood at the cathedral 
where Griemhild and Siegfried were 
supposed to have married.  After much 
walking, driving (and beer), a good 
night’s sleep was in order!

Day 5 – Transfer to Essen for 
the Techno-Classica Messe.  We had 
early bird tickets and were right at the 
front, waiting for the doors to open.  
It was certainly busy, but Germanic 
order prevailed and everyone waited 
patiently for the official opening time.  

It is just as well that two-and-a-
half days were allowed for the Messe, 
but we soon found that even this 
was insufficient to fully work our 
way through all the items on display.  
More perfect 300SL’s, books, parts, 
accessories, cars on auction… the fair 
was completely overwhelming and it 
takes many passes of all the stalls and 
much patience to take in everything on 
offer and a sense of curiosity to seek 
out the unusual bits and pieces which 
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people were looking for – Chris’s spot 
lights, Pieter’s voltage regulators and 
8mm tapes, Christopher’s R107 softtop 
release handle… you name it!  

Among one of the most curious 
things on display was a Fintail… but 
without the fins.  Which makes it a 
what?  Many members got lost in the 
vastness of the fair.  Avish and John got 
lost to the point that we didn’t see them 
all day and they didn’t even make it 
for supper with the group.  They must 
have misunderstood the directions 
to the restaurant because they were 
sending us pictures of biryani and 
butter chicken instead of Bratwurst 
und Bier!

After one-and-a-half days of 
trawling the stalls at the Messe, some 
members decided to catch up on some 
culture of a different sort and on Friday 
morning and accompanied René to 
get their dose of Van Gogh, Monet, 
Cezanne, Picasso, Gaugin and other 
work by illustrious artists at a local art 
gallery.

We braved the Friday afternoon 
traffic to Düsseldorf for a brief visit to 
the Classic Remise, an old shunting 
yard which has been converted 
into garages for hire and includes 
workshops and a showroom… and 
some more 300SL’s!

On Friday evening after dinner, 
sadly, some of the members started 
saying their goodbyes, as some were 
to go on to various other destinations 
instead of catching the bus back 
to Frankfurt Airport on Saturday 
morning.  Berlin, Dortmund, 

Paris, Munich, Faro, Cologne and 
Braunschweig were some of the 
destinations that people were moving 
on to before heading home.  

One can delay the inevitable, but 
can’t get away from it.  Sooner or later, 
everyone has to head home, but we are 
so much the richer for an unforgettable 
experience with a group of very special 
people, some of whom were and others 
of whom have become friends.  I think 
it says much for the bonds that were 
made that no one has left the Benz 
Essen Safari 2019 WhatsApp group, 
which is still abuzz with much chatter 
and sharing.

I am sure I speak on behalf of 
all members in saying a big and 
heartfelt “Danke Schön” to Waldo 
for all the organising which went into 
an exceptionally well planned and 
executed tour.  Thanks also to Ekki and 
Roger, whose friendly conversation 
and unending helpfulness made the 
week even more memorable. 

We are also extremely grateful 
to all the sponsors for the weekend 
– Anna-Lee Dos Santos, Jaco and 
Annalie Kachelhoffer, Waldo and 
René Scribante and Harvey World 
Travel.  Your contributions to making 
this amazing experience possible are 
something for which all attendees are 
deeply grateful.

We are waiting with bated breath 
for the next President’s Tour.  Waldo, 
what’s it to be?

SVEN KRASSNOKUTSKI
TITLE ?????
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It was 26th July 1958 and my brother 
Francis and I, aged 12 and 13 years 

old, were flying in an old East African 
Airways Dakota from Mombo, where 
we were at boarding school, to Nairobi 
on our way to Europe to meet up with 
our parents who were on holiday 
touring in their new Mercedes. 

After a night in Nairobi we boarded 
a BOAC Bristol Britannia. On the 
runway the pilot announced that one 
engine had stopped working! We were 
later transferred to a BOAC Argonaut. 
A lovely new turbo prop plane. 
However on landing at Khartoum the 
plane hit a donkey which buckled up 
the landing gear. 

Now to cut a long and interesting 
story short we finally ended up in 
Germany at the old Mercedes Museum 
to meet mother and father and the new 
Mercedes! Needless to say we all had 
an interesting and exciting time there 
and later touring in Europe before 
returning home to Dar es Salaam by 
ship with the new car on board. August 
1961 was a repeat of this adventure to 
Europe without any flying incidents. 
This time we picked up one of the very 
last Pontons from the factory then 
visited the “new” Mercedes Museum 
which had only just been opened. 

We met Alfred Neubauer the famous 
Mercedes Racing Team Manager who 
was then the curator of the Museum. 
We again had a great time in Europe. 

Now turn the clock forward to 
April 2019 . One very excited Vice 
President of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of South Africa was about to repeat the 
adventure sixty one years later!

The uneventful flight in a Boeing 777 
300ER brought me to Frankfurt airport 
and some days later together with 
our delightful traveling companions 
from the Club we arrived at the “new 
new” Mercedes Museum. For me 
the excitement was overwhelming. 
The Museum is fantastic and only 
a visit can adequately convey the 
awesome history of Benz, Daimler and 
Mercedes. The many pictures will tell 
part of the story. However to complete 
my Museum story, having eventually 
completed the spiral tour around the 
various floors, I decided to turn around 
and do the tour again in reverse! 
Needless to say I was very late for our 
group lunch!Our President Waldo 
is a master at organizing this kind of 
tour, but this one was particularly 
special. To start at the beginning, on 
Friday before the tour started, Waldo, 
Pieter, and I left Rene and Almarie 

in old Frankfurt town then drove the 
100kms to the Hockenheim Ring Race 
Track to attend a huge autojumble. 
This was very interesting although we 
realized that motorbikes are becoming 
far more popular for restorers. I guess 
that is because space is a problem and 
at a push, bikes can be stored in the 
house! Waldo and Pieter found nice 
stuff but I couldn’t find the fog lamp I 
was hunting for. 

We met with the rest of the group 
the following day at the airport, 
introduced ourselves to Roger the 
bus driver and Ekki our guide both 
of whom were to become an integral 
part of the tour, then left for our hotel 
in Stuttgart. 10 exciting days followed 
with daily visits to two and sometimes 
three exciting places each day. Not in 
any particular order but as they come 
to mind, Kienle Automobiltechnik  
definitely ranks high in my memories. 
The well known restorer of older 
Mercedes like 600’s and 300SL’s was 
an awesome place. Rusty and worn 
out 300SL’s being made better than 
new with absolute attention to detail 
being applied. Lots of 600’s including 
Hugh Hefner’s Pullman were there 
rubbing shoulders with the Sultan of 
Jahore’s 540K Special Roadster. Then 

The 2019 Benz Essen Safari
A short story - Christopher Carlisle-Kitz  | Vice President Annual 2018Annual 2018
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outside we found a new Mclaren SLR 
722S Roadster. I left there spellbound 
thinking that I have a long way to go 
before my Ponton bakkie looks as if 
Kienle restored it!

The privately owned Carl Benz 
museum in the building where Herr 
Benz worked, was a lovely place to 
be in with beautiful display scenes 
of cars, period clothes on manikins 
and old bicycles of every description 
on the mezzanine and hanging 
from the rafters. Not only Mercedes 
displayed here. Good to see the variety 
particularly some old race cars! Carl 
and Bertha Benz’s house was in the 
town. Lots of photos were taken, 
followed by a leisurely lunch. 

The Sinsheim and Speyer Technical 
Museum and the Auto and Technic 
Museum at Sinsheim were most 
interesting with old cars of every 
description, bikes, airplanes in the 
buildings as well as all over the place 
outside! Famous planes like the French 
and Russian Concords,  fighter jets 
and helicopters too. The display of war 
vehicles, tanks, bikes, bicycles, scout 
cars, lorries and much much more 
mostly displayed in action scenes was 
both exciting and educational. The 
Mercedes factory tour did not grab 
me quite like the rest of the places 
we visited. Interesting it certainly 
was, but how much time does one 
need to look at robots making dozens 
of black Mercedes Maybachs 70% 
of them going to China! The other 
fascinating and spectacular visits to 
the Mercedes Classic Centre and the 

Porsche museum and Classic Remise, 
a converted railway workshop housing 
more exotics, could not prepare us 
for almost 3 days at the Essen Classic 
Motor Show. This huge show was full 
of exotic and rare cars as well as some 
lesser interesting vehicles displayed in 
all kinds of ways from lines of 300SL’s 
to a group of mint condition VW’s in 
a picturesque camping scene. Cars on 
show, difficult to find car spares, car 
books, cars for sale, model cars and 
lots lots more, in fact anything for all 
sorts of petrol heads. We walked and 
walked for two and a half days and still 
there were parts that we could have 
revisited! I have to say that by the last 
day of the tour, having seen well over 
a hundred 300SL’s, it was good to pass 
one by without so much of a glance 
and find an entry level DKW on the 
other side! 

It is not possible to post enough 
photos for you to understand the 
magnitude of our tour, however I 
trust that our esteemed Editor will 
have access to nothing but the best of 
the photos available! To sum up, the 
Museum visits were just long enough 
to take in all that one’s mind could 
absorb, the time travelling on the bus 
was long enough to chat about and 
relive the days’ events, the evening 
meals in local restaurants, and the 
general quality of the hotels was great! 
No fights, no arguments, and plenty 
of kisses from Avish! Well done Mr 
President you achieved ‘the best or 
nothing’. n
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There were some rumours by others 
which suggested that the inflated 

bubble of the values of certain cars 
would burst, which I contested by 
writing it would not burst and that 
they would continue to be a strong 
investment. 

With the present Corona virus 
pandemic, some might guess that the 
economies around the globe will be 
destroyed, and that classic car values 
will be influenced accordingly.  We 

would not be able to say with absolute 
certainty until things get back to 
normal!  But alas, each one of us have 
our own ideas.  I still think that an old 
Benz is a fantastic investment! 

With reference to our club, I 
personally think that friendships in the 
club will be cherished and appreciated 
now more than ever, after the 
lockdown.  I suspect a new passion for 
Mercedes-Benz will be ignited among 
us!  The camaraderie and sharing of 

friendships together with playing with 
the old cars will always remain. 

Having said what wonderful 
investments our old cars forever will 
be, I bought a rare Mercedes-Benz!

This is a 1967 Mercedes-Benz 200 
Universal.  Of the 2754 Universals 
built, 216 were 200’s. There are only 
five Fintail Universals that we know 
of in South Africa. Two are 200’s and 
three are 230S’s. 

Until we meet again folks! n

TAILEND
I wrote the first Tailend for the Benz Lens 
Annual in 2017 and I made a few comments 
about the values of classic cars.

End
Christopher Carlisle-Kitz

Vice President










