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from the 
President 
Waldo Scribante

It’s been almost two years of 
reaching deep to find positive 

things to report on – and finally 
the latest and much lighter wave 
of Covid-19 (Omicron) has made 
this part of my job a whole lot 
easier! With Club activities on the 
increase and life slowly getting 
back to normal, I am very happy 
(and somewhat relieved) to be 
writing this letter to you. 

George Old Car Show 2022 
– 25th Celebration
The 25th George Old Car Show was 
a great success. We had a total of 
1000 entries and approximately 
8000 visitors over the weekend 
of the 12th and 13th February. Not 
quite the numbers we were at a 
couple of years ago, but the extra 

enthusiasm and excitement more 
than made up for it! With SCRIBS 
BENZeum the premier partner 
for the Show, René and I had the 
honour of welcoming participants, 
visitors and guests from afar. 
After a two-year break, it was a 
wonderful feeling indeed. 

5th Valuation Seminar
Our 5th Valuation seminar was 
presented by Sven Krassnokutsi 
on the Friday. We thank Chris 
Kühn for imparting invaluable 
information that has further 
added to our Club’s impressive 
knowledge base, enabling us to 
provide accurate valuations for 
classic MB sale and insurance 
purposes.

Nou gaan ons braai!
We also finally enjoyed our 5th 

President’s braai (still my personal 
highlight of the year). When the 
Old Car Show and all associated 
events were cancelled last year 
due to Covid, I was bitterly 
disappointed, but Barry Hilton’s 
“ons gaan nou braai” became the 
mantra of positivity that got me 
through the tough times. Seriously 
though, we had a truly wonderful 
time together, with 135 members 
and friends in attendance. It 
was great to enjoy the in-person 
camaraderie and classic MB 
banter again, and we look forward 
to enjoying many more fantastic 
events together.     

Dear Fellow Members
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Thank you to Stephen 
Kaalsen
It is with great appreciation, but 
also great sadness, that we bid 
farewell to Stephen Kaalsen, 
Editor of the Benz Lens and Benz 
Lens Annual.

Due to the imminent arrival 
of a new baby, as well as added 
work commitments, Stephen has 
stepped down from a position 
that he embraced with endless 
enthusiasm, consistency and 
professionalism. Over the past 
5 years, Stephen has been 
instrumental in raising the 
standard of our publications, 
and his tech savvy was greatly 
appreciated when transitioning 
from printed to digital formats. 

Stephen, we will miss your 
writing and story-telling abilities 
– stories and memories that will 
be re-told and rekindled for many 

years to come, thanks to your 
fine editorial work. On behalf of 
the National Committee, I wish 
you well and thank you for your 
contribution to the Club, as Editor 
and in general. 

It has been a privilege to work 
with you and to learn from you. You 
have truly upheld our motto, “The 
Best or Nothing” and I trust life will 
reciprocate with only the best. 

We wish you a safe, blessed 
and abundant journey ahead.

Coming up…
Busy 1st of May - The Knysna Motor 
Show is happening again this year, 
although in a much smaller format 
(150 cars) at Thesen Harbour Island. 

The Central Region’s CitP is the 
2nd May and KZN Region’s CitP will 
be on the 29th of May.

Our 37th AGM and National 
Gathering will be held 16-19 

June 2022, in Mossel Bay. We do 
hope that you will be able to join 
us as we get back into the swing 
of things – and back behind the 
wheel, where we belong. 

The Northern Region’s Midmas 
has been cancelled due to the new 
date of Pretoria CitP on the 31st of 
July. 

Sven Krassnokutski is also 
planning a National Concourse for 
September and I know it will be 
well worth the anticipation. 

Remember to use the following 
#tags 
•  #mbcsa  •  #mbcsa1 
•  #mbsa  •  #mbclassic 
•  #mbmuseum 
when posting on social media.

We have so much to be grateful 
for and plenty to look forward 
to.  I hope you are also feeling 
energised and inspired as 2022 
unfolds. As always, the best or 
nothing! n
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37th AGM & National Gathering 2022 – Invitation & Program brochure
https://issuu.com/mercedesbenzclubsa/docs/37th_agm_national_gathering_info_document
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37th AGM & National Gathering 2022 – Invitation & Program brochure
https://issuu.com/mercedesbenzclubsa/docs/37th_agm_national_gathering_info_document

37th AGM & National Gathering 2022 – Registration form
http://mbcsa.mercedes-benz-clubs.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/82/2022/05/37th-AGM-National-

Gathering-2022-Southern-Cape-Registration-form.pdf

THURSDAY 16 JUNE  
 

• Registration 12h00 - 15h00 at Protea Hotel Mossel Bay. 
 

   •   Lunch at �e Gannet Restaurant, Protea Hotel Mossel Bay. 
For own account. 

 

      • Gin tasting & food pairing at Cape Saint Blaize Artisanal Distillery. 
For own account. 

 

  • 37th AGM - Diaz Hotel Mossel Bay - 16h00. 
 

   • A night at the Diaz Museum. 
Pirate inspired seafarer themed evening  |  Group photo: informal.

 
FRIDAY 17 JUNE  

 

  • Individual photo session. 
 

  • Lunch at Jakkalsvlei Winery, Herbertsdale. 
Food & Wine pairing. 

 

  • Dinner at Salt & Copper, Hartenbos.                    
German themed evening.

 
 SATURDAY 18 JUNE 

 

   • Cars in George. 
 

  • Lunch @ SCRIBS BENZeum. 
 

  • Gala Evening at Laminin Agora, Brandwacht.   
Formal dress code  |  Group photo: formal.

PROGRAMME
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SOUTHERN CAPE REGION

New Year 2022 Champanje & Strawberries
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Shall we?  Perhaps, maybe, 
maybe not, it’s on, no its off, 

it’s on!!!  That was the trending 
line of thought that was running 
through the organisers, sponsors 
and attendees of the George Old 
Motor Show.  It was “toing and 
froing” for months and weeks on 
end, but alas in the end the call 
was made, and the Old Motor 
Show went ahead.  

With not much time to organise 
the event, we all had to work in 
overdrive to come up with an 
event that would not disappoint.  
The stalwart of the motoring 
community, Waldo, together 
with his various committees put 
on their thinking caps and really 
pulled out the proverbial rabbit 
out of the hat.  Within the matter 

or a month, the whole of the 
event was organised, exhibitors 
was gathered and brought down a 
variety of cars for all to enjoy.  The 
whole weekend went as smooth 
as a drive in a Mercedes S Class, 
and everything went according 
to plan, even the weather played 
along.  We were all a bit sceptical, 
but the cards were really in our 
favour.  The show was a great 
success and there were more than 
enough attendees, exhibitors, and 
a lot of absolutely beautiful cars 
for everyone to enjoy.  

The Southern Cape, Mercedes-
Benz Club did not disappoint, and 
we really pulled out all of the stops 
and had a terrific exhibition of 
fine Mercedes-Benz cars.  We had 
the extremely robust, yet elegant 

George Old Car Show - 25th Celebration
By Aldo van Zyl

SOUTHERN  CAPE REGION
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W116 model as the backbone 
of our exhibit for the weekend.  
And there were even a few 6.9 
W116 cars for all to indulge in.  
The W116 Mercedes S Class was 
showed off and a juxtaposition 
was created next to the brilliant 
new Mercedes W223, contrasting 
the effect of years of research and 
development by Mercedes and 
was certainly appreciated by all 
that was perusing the very finely 
curated exhibition of Mercedes 
cars.  The “drive by” of classic 
and more modern cars is always 
a highlight of the Saturday and 
creates the chance for all of the 
owners and enthusiasts to glean 

more information and background 
knowledge of the autos on show.  
The weekend went by without so 
much as a hitch and was indeed 
flawlessly organised and enjoyed.  

Well, the George motor 
weekend is definitely not done if we 
don’t have our annual “Presidents 
Braai” at Waldo and Renè.  After 
all that was said and done the 
Mercedes motoring afficionados 
descended to one of the Southern 
Cape’s most revered Mercedes 
collection.  The traditional sheep 
braaied on the “spit”, together 
with flavourful “pap & sous” 
was plated to a bevy of hungry 
Mercedes lovers.  The laughing 

and storytelling went on into the 
late, late hours of the night, but 
was of course very much relished 
by all in attendance.  We would 
like to thank all of the attendees, 
exhibitors and sponsors who 
made the weekend possible and 
unforgettable.  Then a great big 
thank you to Waldo and Renè 
for all of their trouble in hosting 
what is now arguably one of the 
best motoring shows in South 
Africa.  Thank you all for attending 
and here is to seeing you all next 
year.n
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GEORGE OLD CAR SHOW

Part 1  
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCapeOldCar-
Club/videos/798974517729488/

Part 2 
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCapeOldCar-
Club/videos/1883168401876830/

Part 3 
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCapeOldCar-
Club/videos/933577124023859/

Part 4  
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCapeOldCar-
Club/videos/484203583298049/

25th George Old Car Show 2022 - MBCSA
https://www.flickr.com/photos/195333296@N07/al-
bums/72177720297998530

25th George Old Car Show 2022 – SCOCC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/195333296@N07/al-
bums/72177720298153344 

5th Presidents Braai
https://www.flickr.com/photos/195333296@N07/al-
bums/72177720298007318

LIVE
STREAMING
LIVE
STREAMINGSTREAMING
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Photos Gerber Photography

5th President’s BRAAI 2022
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5TH PRESIDENT’S BRAAI 2022
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5TH PRESIDENT’S BRAAI 2022
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5TH PRESIDENT’S BRAAI 2022
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The George Old Car Show 
weekend is a highlight on the 

Mercedes-Benz Club calendar for 
a number of reasons.  The show 
itself is a definite highlight, with 
both the beauty of the setting 
and the beauty of the exhibits 
unsurpassed by any other show 
that I have attended.

The President’s braai at Scribs 
Benzeum amongst Waldo’s 
magnificent collection of cars is 
another highlight.  The traditional 
lamb on the spit and the famous 
ice cream with chocolate sauce 
always hit their mark among 
friends who gather to socialise in 
this Mercedes nirvana.  This year, 

some of us were also privileged to 
have a viewing of Rene’s gallery, 
which left us in awe of her artistic 
talent.

The weekend does also entail 
some work for the National 
Committee, with our first meeting 
of the year being held on the 
Friday before the show.  And, for 
a small group of dedicated Club 
members who sacrifice their 
time and share their expertise 
widely, the George Old Car 
Show weekend is also when the 
Valuation Committee meets to 
review the valuation model used 
to provide the service of valuing 
our beloved classic Mercedes-

Benzes.  Valuations for insurance 
purposes are generally required 
to be updated annually and this 
is a service which is provided to 
Club members as a benefit.  This 
is not a task which is taken lightly 
and the Valuation Committee 
spends much time in discussion 
to ensure that valuations are fair 
and consistent.  We thank these 
members for their ongoing hard 
work for this important function.

The valuation model currently 
in use by the Club was introduced 
in 2018.  The model is used to 
try to determine a reasonable 
valuation for insurance purposes 
where cars no longer have a 

5th Valuation Seminar 2022
By Sven Krassnokutski

5th Valuation SEMINAR 2022
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“book value”.  Unfortunately, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Committee has been unable 
to meet for the past two years 
and an update to the model was 
necessary.  The model seeks to 
remove as much subjectivity as 
is practically possible from the 
valuation process by providing 
certain guidelines for scoring so as 
to try to improve consistency.  

Sven shared the proposed 
updates to the model with the 
Committee.  These included the 
structure of the scorecard used to 
value a car, the valuation classes 
for which the model caters, the 
review process for valuations 

and, naturally, the guideline 
values for each valuation class.  
As is the norm, this resulted in 
much discussion amongst the 
Committee members and a fruitful 
morning was spent debating the 
differing viewpoints and their 
potential implications.

After the principles 
underpinning the model had 
been thoroughly interrogated 
and consensus reached, the 
Committee split into teams.  
Waldo kindly made a number of 
his cars available as test subjects 
for the teams to evaluate.  A range 
of beautiful R/C107’s, a W116 
and a C126 were scrupulously 

inspected and again, much debate 
ensued while engines were being 
listened to, paint was being 
inspected and leather was being 
felt.  It was encouraging to note 
a great degree of consistency in 
the scoring and proposed values 
which were largely in line with the 
agreed-upon model.  However, 
there will always be differences of 
opinion and although the model 
assists the Club in providing 
more consistent valuations, as 
always, it is clear that performing 
valuations remains a blend of art 
and science.n

5TH VALUATION SEMINAR 2022
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On Sunday 27 March our 
monthly club run took us to 

the Swartland Valley of Riebeeck 
Kasteel for lunch at the Mura 
Restaurant at the very unique and 
picturesque Eight Feet Village.  

Situated high up on the 
Bothmaskloof Pass above Riebeek 
Kasteel this unique village is 
made up entirely of recycled 
shipping containers and offers 
two restuarants, a bar and coffee 
shop as well as one or two curio 
shops. With it being situated 
above Riebeek Kasteel which is 
famous for its olives, you can of 
course also purchase various olive 
produce here too.  

Our morning started with us 
meeting up at the Durbanville 

Rose Gardens at 11:00. Once again 
we were blessed with beautiful 
sunny weather and blue skies for 
your journey.  

33 Members joined us for 
the run and we had, as always, a 
beautiful mix of both modern and 
classic Mercs in our convoy.  

I led the way out of Durbanville 
in my 380sec followed by Wayne 
Keppler in his recently acquired 
gorgeous W107 280SE 3.5, and 
Willem Laenen’s (also recently 
acquired) SEC. A star of any 
show or run that is attends was 
Kurt Stassen R107 500SL. The 
burgundy metallic finish on his car 
always turns heads, and looked 
even better parked next to dark 
blue metallic 380SL of Francois 

Malan.  
Donald Abbott also celebrated 

his Birthday on the 27th and 
joined us for the run and lunch in 
his rare 560SL US spec R107.  

Jasper, Jurgen and Cliff brought 
along beefy AMG’s for the run. 
A SL 65 V12 Bi-Turbo, CLK63 
convertible, and a R230 SL55 
Kompressor. Some of the other 
modern classics that joined us 
were two R129 500SL’s, another 
R230 500sl, and Barry Kings 
E350 convertible. W123’s were 
represented by Jean Malan in his 
ex Graham van Heerden thistle 
green C123 28OCE.  

Our route took us through 
Durbanville wine and farm 
country into Malmesbury and 

Eight Feet Village Club Run - March 2022
By Brendan Moran

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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onto even more spectacular 
country roads with great views 
and an opportunity for all our cars 
to get a good leg stretch.  

Eight Feet Village is perched 
high above Riebeek Kasteel on 
the top of the Bothmaskloof Pass 
and has multi-level wooden decks 
with outside seating from which 
to relax and enjoy the expansive 
views. As mentioned the venue 
offers two restuarants, one being 
a more informal outdoor Pizzeria 
and the other their more formal 
dining experience with a full a la 
carte menu called Mura.  

For our event we had the 
Mura restaurant booked privately 
so had the place to ourselves 
to enjoy the great weather and 
amazing food (especially the baby 
kingklip and ribeye steak!) while 
having a good catch up with fellow 
members. The venue was a hit 
and is highly recommended if you 
ever find yourself in this part of 
the Western Cape. n

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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Our February club run for 
2022 was arranged by one of 

our long standing and loyal club 
members, Jurgen Appel.  

It was an informal run from 
Cape Town to the popular Old 
Railway Station Market in the Elgin 
Valley.  

This market is situated in an 
old reclaimed apple warehouse. 
The original building was built in 
the 1940’s and todays its beautiful 
Italian crafted structure has been 
extensively restored and is well 
worth a visit.  

The market boasts great local 
food, craft vendors, and live music 
and is a perfect stop over for lunch 
or breakfast when exploring the 

Elgin Valley, or as a pit stop when 
travel further up the N2.  

The Ceres Rail Company with 
their stable of 80 year old steam 
trains operate a Cape Town to 
Elgin weekend return trip by train 
to the market for those wanting 
a more nostalgic journey to the 
market.  

Our members met at the N2 
Engen One Stop filling station 
at 09:00 on the Sunday for their 
scenic drive to Elgin via the N2 
and Sir Lowry’s Pass. On arrival 
members were able to enjoy the 
market stalls and food vendors at 
their own leisure.  

Although the outing was 
attended by only a small group 

of members we still had some 
great Mercs in the convoy. Some 
of the beauties included a rare 
limited edition Silver Arrows 
R129, a Ponton saloon, and a mint 
C115 250ce coupe.  

On return to Cape Town some 
members took the scenic but 
slightly longer coastal road home 
via Kleinmond and Clarence Drive. 
Clarence Drive ranks in the top 
5 most beautiful coastal drives 
in South Africa and is definitely 
worth enjoying if you find yourself 
in the area on a sunny day.  

Thanks Jurgen for organizing 
this great impromptu run for us! n

Elgin Market Club Run
By Brendan Moran

Elgin Market Club Run

WESTERN CAPE REGION
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CENTRAL REGION

The Central Region of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of South Africa had its usual “afskop braai” on 

29 January 2022 at the Kachelhoffer “Benz Barn”.  
As usual, all were in good and relaxed spirits and 
thankful that the pandemic gave us some breathing 
room to get together again.

Most of the members also attended the function 
with their older classic Mercs, which included Fintails, 
W115’s and W123’s, all in impeccable condition.  The 
setting sun served as a spectacular backdrop for our 
beloved vehicles.  The fires were lit and many stories 
about beauties that have been bought, could have 
been bought and should have been bought were 
shared. 

The function was a good way to start the Club 
functions lined-up for the rest of the year. 

On Saturday, 26 February 2022, a few of our 
Bloemfontein Club members attended a very 
enjoyable picnic in the beautiful garden of our 
members Lofty Nel and Fanie Vorster.  Spirits were 
high and the people enjoyed a very relaxed outing, 
sharing jokes and laughter. A few beautiful 123’s, 
Fintails and Pieter Pienaar’s beautifully restored 
Ponton added class to the event.  We also had a 123CE 
as well as a 124CE on display in the garden.  Certainly 
a venue that can be put to good use in the future.

Our March event will be a trip to Upington and we 
are really looking forward to it. n

2022 Kick Off
By Jaco Kachelhoffer
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EASTERN CAPE REGION

The EC Club had a very nice Bring ‘n Braai at Stewy 
Peter’s place in East London on the 19th January.
The evening was very well supported with Andrew 

Murphy coming all the way from PE to join us as well 

as Colin Meyer & Joe Janssens from the Port Alfred 
area and Sean Newland-Nell from Kidd’s Beach. 
Thanks for having us Stewy – great evening!! n

Bring ‘n Braai at Stewart Peters place
By Erald Hohls
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The Ben 10 
Challenge      
by Colin Meyer

Mountain Passes of South 
Africa have been organising 

this event for the past 5 years now 
and it entails traversing various 
mountain passes around the 
Barkly East and Rhodes areas of 
the Eastern Cape. These mountain 
passes are a true challenge to both 
man and machine and a must do 
for any 4X4 enthusiast. My wife 
and I had the opportunity to take 
part in this event this year from 
4th to the 9th March in our 2013 
Gelandewagen G350 Bluetec.  We 
were the only Mercedes in the line-
up of 13 vehicles which comprised  
a cross  section of vehicles made 
up of Toyota Landcruiser 200’s, 
100, 76, Fortuner, Suzuki’s, VW 
Toureg, Colt Rodeo and Mitsubishi 
Pajero.

The challenge was to complete 
10 major passes (and many 
smaller ones in between) in 5 
days, which included the Baster 
Voetpad pass (also known as Dr. 
Lapa Munnik pass), Otto du Plessis 
pass, Volunteers Hoek pass, Ben 
MacDui and Naude’s Nek to name 
a few. Most of these passes have 
had little to no maintenance the 
past 15 years or so and as a result 
are in very poor condition. Most 
importantly you need to have 
good off-road tyres in order to 
complete this challenge. 

What made this trip rather 
more interesting and added 
to the already challenging 
conditions was the fact that they 
had experienced excessive rains 
in the area and it continued to 
rain for 4 of the 5 days we were 
there.  Needless to say we had 
to overcome many challenges, 
crossing swollen rivers and sliding 
up and down treacherous slopes, 
the steepest being a gradient of 
1:3. We also experienced quite 
a few punctures from side wall 
cuts, to which I unfortunately also 
succumbed. One unfortunate 
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fellow participant suffered 3 
punctures in 2 days!

The G Wagen performed 
faultlessly in these adverse 
conditions, with the 3 diff locks 
providing more than adequate 
assistance at all times and it was 
a real credit to the ability and 
engineering of this 3 pointed star.  
All in all an enjoyable challenge 
where you can experience the 
true capability of your vehicle 
along with fellow enthusiasts in 
one of the most beautiful parts of 
South Africa. n
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KAAP-OM STRAND TOE:  To journey in a roundabout way
Fabian Cairns

With the  2022 George Show 
as destination, the E.C. 

members embarked on various 
routes to find the Royal Hotel 
in Steytlerville. On Thursday 10 
February, much stoepsitting, 
stoepstories and stoeptasting had 
the 22 members forge new,  and 
rekindle old friendships. Not even 

the Woolboom would have seen 
this number of Mercedes Benz’s 
parked at the “Royal.” 

On Friday the “sementpad”, 
a single lane sealed road to 
Willowmore provided sufficient 
anxiety in negotiating oncoming 
traffic - a first for many.

Tea at Sophia’s ( see Sacha and 

Chantelle reclining ), a trip through 
Meiringspoort and lunch at De 
Rust completed a thrilling journey.

Thanks to Paul Merifield for 
convening “ the road less travelled” 
and Johan Minaar for the article 
and photos. n

EASTERN CAPE REGION
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KWA-ZULU NATAL REGION

I stand at the foot of the eastern 
portion of the Great Escarpment 

of the Drakensberg, staring in awe 
and wonderment at the beauty of 
this incredible lump of sandstone 
and igneous rock. The mountains 
are my happy place. I love them. I 
respect them. They are a friend in 
times of crisis, offering perspective 
and swallowing all of one’s 
troubles into their magnificent 
ether. But even some friendships 
need to be tested…
• Mira: Chief Photographer and 

Snack Provider
• Avish: Entertainment, 

Mechanical Assistance and On-
Your-Toes-Keeper

• Raymond: Rock Remover and 
Pass Traffic Controller

• Matt: Driver, Chain-Smoker 
and Bundle of Nerves.

It’s six o’clock in the AM on 
Saturday, 12th March 2022 and our 
party of four are about to set off 
on an adventure.

“Adventure”

Makes it sound ripe for 
broadcast on the celluloid!

Weeks in planning, a few 
postponements and it’s finally 
here. Our mission to explore what 
is infamously lauded as one of the 
most dangerous mountain passes 
in Africa has arrived. This of course 
is a pre-cursor reconnaissance for 
a future crusade, but you’ll hear 
about that in good time.

With the back of my Mercedes 
SUV packed and the precious 
cargo strapped in, we set off West 
into the distance, my passengers 
full of coffee and expectation, 
my stomach full of butterflies. 
I’ve often quipped that it is never 

Sani Reconnaissance Adventure 
By Matt du Sart
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about the destination, always the 
journey and those who make it 
with you. This trip is no different.

We inhabit quite easily one 
of the most beautiful pieces of 
the planet. Yes, the Cape has 
that mountain, Mpumalanga 
the Kruger National Park. But 
the East Coast has something 
special. Few places in the world, 
let alone the country, are you able 
to experience the ocean (which 
is warm and pleasant, let me just 
say) within minutes of the rolling 
green hills setting the stage for 
the dramatic Dragon Mountains 
which loom nearer the further 
inland one drives. And don’t get 
me started on the hospitality! 
Truly spectacular.

Within a matter of hours, the 
quiet diesel thrum from within 
the MLs bosom is silenced as we 
make our intermediate stop over 
in the charming historical town of 
Himeville.

COFFEE BREAK!

This is a necessary intermission for 
both biological and psychological 
reasons. The bumpy regional 
roads punctuated by livestock 
and potholes do the bladder 
no favours. At the same time, a 
quiet moment to appreciate the 
treacherous journey that lies 
ahead is an important one.

Recharged by caffeine and with 
a lighter ballast, we continue on our 
way towards the border between 
South Africa and Lesotho. The 
mountains tower high over one of 
the most visually dynamic roads 
and we soak in every moment.

Before we realise it, the border 
post is just up ahead. Immediately, 
a sense of foreboding seeps 
into my consciousness as the 
realisation dawns over what we 
are about to undertake. I am by no 
means a seasoned off-roader nor 
am I certain that my trusty steed 
is one hundred percent fit for the 
challenge. He is kitted with road 
tyres and standard suspension. 
In my research ahead of this trip, 
I have read of infinitely more 

capable vehicles at the mercy of 
the Pass’s unforgiving nature. I 
have not felt nerves such as these 
since I repelled myself out of an 
aeroplane at ten thousand feet. 
What am I doing?!

But it’s too late to turn 
back now.

An efficient process facilitated 
by Border Control which includes 
our civil responsibility in the midst 
of pandemia finds us girded back 
into the Mercedes and rearing to 
tackle this monster.

All-Wheel Drive: 
ENGAGE.

We are immediately greeted by 
a horrifically maintained passage, 
right through the border gate. 
Imagine walking into a room to 
find Lego pieces scattered all over 
the floor and then realising the 
only way out of the room is to walk 
over them. Ouch.

Be that as it may, a deep breath 
and a silent prayer and we are off, 
my passengers already “oooohing” 
and “aaaahing” at incredible views 
through the car windows. I request 
photographs as my tunnel-vision 
is focused on an exceptionally 
rutted road. The good rains in 
recent weeks have left the track 
full of gulleys and littered with 
jagged rocks. In testament to 
the efficiency of road repair, 
however, it is immediately evident 
that attempts to regenerate the 
surfaces have been valiant. This 
does not mean that the track can 
be likened even remotely to a 
roadway. We press on…

The Pass is relatively busy 
today with Tour Busses full of 
adventurers, a trio of daredevils 
traversing the trail on motorcycles. 
It is at this moment when the two-
wheelers scream by my window 
that I am pleased for the safety 
and comfort of a sturdy SUV.

We stop roughly halfway up 
to stretch our legs and absorb 
the warm sunshine, unfiltered by 
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about the destination, always the 
journey and those who make it 
with you. This trip is no different.

We inhabit quite easily one 
of the most beautiful pieces of 
the planet. Yes, the Cape has 
that mountain, Mpumalanga 
the Kruger National Park. But 
the East Coast has something 
special. Few places in the world, 
let alone the country, are you able 
to experience the ocean (which 
is warm and pleasant, let me just 
say) within minutes of the rolling 
green hills setting the stage for 
the dramatic Dragon Mountains 
which loom nearer the further 
inland one drives. And don’t get 
me started on the hospitality! 
Truly spectacular.

Within a matter of hours, the 
quiet diesel thrum from within 
the MLs bosom is silenced as we 
make our intermediate stop over 
in the charming historical town of 
Himeville.

COFFEE BREAK!

This is a necessary intermission for 
both biological and psychological 
reasons. The bumpy regional 
roads punctuated by livestock 
and potholes do the bladder 
no favours. At the same time, a 
quiet moment to appreciate the 
treacherous journey that lies 
ahead is an important one.

Recharged by caffeine and with 
a lighter ballast, we continue on our 
way towards the border between 
South Africa and Lesotho. The 
mountains tower high over one of 
the most visually dynamic roads 
and we soak in every moment.

Before we realise it, the border 
post is just up ahead. Immediately, 
a sense of foreboding seeps 
into my consciousness as the 
realisation dawns over what we 
are about to undertake. I am by no 
means a seasoned off-roader nor 
am I certain that my trusty steed 
is one hundred percent fit for the 
challenge. He is kitted with road 
tyres and standard suspension. 
In my research ahead of this trip, 
I have read of infinitely more 
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city smog. I take the opportunity 
to unclench my fists which have 
been firmly wrapped around the 
steering wheel, white-knuckled.

Taken by the immaculate views 
and now beginning to think about 
a beer in the pub at the top of the 
Pass, we continue forward on our 
expedition.

We arrive near three-
quarters of the way to the top 
at the threshold of the fabled 
switchbacks. Until now, these 
have been confined to the words 
of adventurers gone before us, 
described in graphic detail of 
their tightly hair-pinned corners 
and steep ascents blanketed with 
loose gravel. It is time to slay this 
dragon and claim it’s vanquish!

A hair-raising, sweaty-palmed, 
heart-thumping twenty minutes 
and MANY rock traversals later, 
we arrive at the top of the pass 
with the Lesotho Border just 
ahead. Chatter in the car is a 
mixture of relief and awe at the 
astounding capability of the 
vehicle’s All-Wheel Drive system. 
I’m still thinking about that beer…

Quick passage to stamp our 
passports and we are onward to 
our stop-over at Sani Mountain 
Lodge. Although I have visited 
before and my travel companions 
had not, nothing prepared any of 
us for the absolute wonderment 
of the Pass and valleys beyond, a 
vision before our eyes. No words 
provide adequate justification 
to exactly how exceptionally 
beautiful the land laid out in front 
of us is. Truly spellbinding.

A beer (or two) down to calm 
the nerves and we acclimate 
to our surroundings and 
accommodations, taking in more 
and more of the portrait of the 
territory. A land is not just its sod 
and air but also its people and 
we were met with grand warmth. 
With full bellies, sated palettes 
and adrenaline slowly waning, we 
turn in for the evening.

Morning gilds the skies 
on Sunday, 13th March 2022 
with russet and rosy hues, the 
darkness retreating from the 
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golden morning. Greeted by six 
and a half degrees Celsius, the 
body is shocked into finding the 
nearest coffee station to aid 
central heating. With a hearty 
breakfast as fuel, it is time to flip 
the dynamic and return to our 
homeland at the bottom of this 
snaking eight-kilometre obstacle 
course.

No one thing and no one body 
could have ever prepared us for 
the descent. The steep, rock-
pitted trail takes on a whole new 
personality when undertaken 
in the opposite direction. It 
makes me wonder at how steely-
nerved the local communities 
who use this pass daily must 
be! To describe the downward 
experience as harrowing would be 
an understatement.

IN 4MATIC WE TRUST! An 

additional hour atop our time 
to ascend, we reach the South 
African border, my stomach and 
heart not anatomically correct. I 
almost kiss the smooth(er) surface 
of the road as I reflect on the rock-
strewn roadway we have just 
encountered.

But my heart is happy. There 
is an overwhelming sense of 
accomplishment and newfound 
respect for the topography of our 
countryside.

“Comfort Zone (noun): a situation 
or state where one feels safe.”

That was definitely not my 
comfort zone. And I believe that 
you merely exist until you choose 
to live (responsibly) outside of 
that realm. You learn much about 
yourself and just how resilient and 
brave you can be if you set your 
mind to it. A physical workout 

for the psyche, if you will. You 
also learn a lot about those with 
whom you share these types 
of experiences. Relationships 
are cemented by hair-raising 
moments and one realises 
just how much one trusts their 
companions. Beyond reproach, I 
might say.

This started out as a recce. A 
means to an end to establish how 
possible an upcoming event would 
be. It morphed into a quest that 
underpinned camaraderie and 
affirmed capability. I mentioned 
it earlier: it’s really not about the 
destination, that’s just a bonus, 
especially in our beautiful country. 
A journey is marked by those with 
whom you experience it. And the 
mountains and I remain friends 
despite our sparring.
WHEN’S THE NEXT ADVENTURE...n
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NORTHERN REGION

Northern Region
By Anna-Lee Dos Santos

It is with great pleasure that I wish 
you all a New Year full of good 

health, happiness and prosperity, 
despite a difficult 2021.   The 
Northern Region enjoyed a 
busy 2021 calendar despite 
the challenges and uncertainty 
that the year brought.  As the 

first female Chairperson of the 
Northern Region, it’s my pleasure 
to announce the 2022 Northern 
Region Committee:  Koos Du Toit 
(Secretary), Sven Krassnokutski 
(Treasurer), Marcell Mostert 
(Social Media) Jan-Willem Wielsma, 
Christopher Dooley and Winifred 

Du Toit.  The year kicked off with 
lots of excitement - Best wishes 
for a very healthy and prosperous 
new year and I look forward 
to seeing you at the upcoming 
events! n
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Year beginning function
By Anna-Lee Dos Santos

2022 kicked off with a most 
successful Year Beginning 

Function, hosted by Leon Erasmus 
and the Klerksdorp members.  On 
22 January, over 60 people made 
their way to a fun filled Klerksdorp 
weekend, where they gathered 
at Mike’s Kitchen in Klerksdorp, 
to join the monthly Cars & Coffee 
event with the local classic car 
enthusiasts.  

All guest went to check in at 
the beautiful C’est la Belle, the 
wedding venue of club members 
Johan and Hannetjie van der Walt.  
The next stop was C’zanks Racing, 
owned by Craig Czank, where 
members viewed a rare collection 
of racing cars, mostly used for 
drag racing.  Craig took a lot of 
time to demonstrate a different 
side to the world of racing and 
all the drama’s which happen 
behind the scenes.  A highlight 

of the weekend was the evening 
event at C’est la Belle – a night 
of “Musiekpret” with entertainer, 
Jaco.  A most hilarious evening, in 
“Noot vir Noot” style, where all the 
teams participated and ensured a 
night filled with dancing, singing 
and laughter!  Club member  Louis 
Fourie surprised guests with a 
great singing performance of 
Sweet Caroline! The most delicious 
dinner was enjoyed by all.  Guest 
departed on Sunday after a great 
breakfast at C’est la Belle.  A big 
thanks to our Klerksdorp members 
who sponsored some of the events 
of the weekend.  Many thanks to 
our Club family who supported 
this wonderful weekend of fun 
in Klerksdorp – thank you Leon 
Erasmus for hosting yet another 
memorable one in Klerksdorp!  I 
wonder what’s on the Agenda for 
next year’s event?? n
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Visit to The George Old Car Show 
By Anna-Lee Dos Santos

The February events calendar 
kicked off with the George Old 

Car Show, which is the prestigious 
annual event organized by Club 
President, Dr Waldo Scribante, 
his wife Rene and supported by 
the Southern Cape Region.  The 
Northern Region attended in 
full force with over 42 members, 
who travelled from Gauteng 
and Klerksdorp, to the beautiful 
Southern Cape Region, to attend 
this event. 

 The weekend calendar 
was filled with action from the 
minute we landed.  On Friday 
morning the Valuation seminar 
took place, followed by the 

National Committee meeting.  
Friday night was action packed 
with club members gathering 
at a local restaurant to catch up 
and enjoy the festivities which 
George offered.  On Saturday, the 
members gathered at the Club 
hospitality marquee and it was 
clear that the Mercedes-Benz Club 
stand was the most prestigious on 
show!  Waldo and Rene treated 
members in a drive around the 
grounds in their 1913 Benz.  
Saturday night was a highlight 
with the annual President’s Braai 
taking place at Waldo & Rene’s 
beautiful home, guests were 
treated to a wonderful evening, 

where guests could view Waldo’s 
classic car collection and were 
treated to a wonderful evening 
and a most delicious dinner.  
Francis Carlisle-Kitz (brother of ex 
Club Vice President, Chris Carlisle-
Kitz) was a special guest, visiting 
from the UK, to enjoy his first 
George Car Show.  

Francis was blown away by the 
hospitability and camaraderie of 
the Mercedes-Benz Club family 
and extends his appreciation to 
everyone for their welcome and 
kindness during his trip.  Thank 
you everyone for a memorable 
2022 George Car Show, it rocked! 
n

where guests could view Waldo’s 
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Valentines drive, quiz & lunch   
By Anna-Lee Dos Santos

February is the month of love 
and we were excited that new 

Club member, Winifred Du Toit, 
offered to host the fabulous 
2022 Valentine’s drive out, quiz 
and lunch, which took place on 
Sunday, 27 February.  It was a 
beautiful day with clear blue skies 
for the perfect Valentine’s outing 
at Goya’s Hanging Garden in 
Rietondale in Pretoria.  

A most beautiful setting for 
a lovely gathering and lunch.  
A group of 50 gathered at the 
venue and a big thanks to our 
club members who brought their 

most beautiful classic cars for this 
outing.  I drove from Midstream in 
my “Bluebird” Fintail and the car 
got lots of attention with motorists 
hooting and throwing thumbs up 
for Bluebird!  Patrons at the venue 
were in awe of the range of classic 
cars parked in prime position in 
front of the venue.  

Clive Winterstein & Tanya’s 
300 SL was the star on the day!  
Other cars included beautiful SL’s, 
Fintails, Pontons and Pagoda’s 
and more!  A most wonderful 2 
course lunch at R200 per person 
was enjoyed by all.  

There was much excitement 
and lots of noise when the Quiz 
Master, Clive Winterstein took his 
natural place as Quiz Master of the 
event.  The quiz questions covered 
various categories from history to 
general knowledge and of course 
some car and racing questions!

 Congratulations to the winning 
table of 8 guests who won gift 
vouchers to the value of R1,200.  
A big thank you to Winifred Du 
Toit and all those in attendance 
for making the Valentines event 
possible. n

NORTHERN REGION



42 Volume 37 | March 2022 | No. 1

NORTHERN REGION



43Volume 37 | March 2022 | No. 1

NOGGIN   
By Anna-Lee Dos Santos

On 10 March, Club Secretary, Koos Du Toit, 
arranged the first Noggin for the year at 

Doppio Zero Southdowns in Centurion.  Club 
members enjoyed a lovely meal together and 
were catching up on adventures, projects and 
planning upcoming car outings and events.  A 

special welcome to Bernard Barnard, new Club 
member, who joined his first Club event as a new 
member of the Northern Region.  Please look 
out for our regular Noggin events taking place 
throughout the year in various parts across 
Gauteng. n 
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Breakfast run & car 
collection visit      
By Anna-Lee Dos Santos

On Sunday, 20 March, Northern 
Region Club Member, Colin 

Kean, kindly hosted the Northern 
Region for a breakfast run to his 
Car Collection on his Muldersdrift 
farm, to view his collection of 21 
cars.  It was a beautiful Sunday 
drive out to the picturesque rural 
area situated 30km’s north west 
of the CBD of Johannesburg, 
in the Magaliesberg mountain 
range.  We were delighted that 36 
members attended this Breakfast 
Run and gathered for a lovely 
muffin and hot drink.  

On display were a range of 
Mercedes-Benz 220S, 230S, 280SE 
W108, 280SL Pagoda, 280CE.  One 
very exciting project is the 1982 
280 CE restoration project being 
undertaken by Tiago Dos Santos.  

The immaculate 1988 560 SEC 
with 100,000km, in dark blue with 
cream interior was a hit!  The 
black 220S got a lot of attention 
too and is a beautiful, low mileage 
and original car.  There is an array 
of 190 E’s from 1987 – 1992.  In 
addition, being a historic racing 
driver himself, there are loads of 
racing cars on display, cars being 
race-prepped and cars for sale at 
Carcol Corner.  

Thanks to our Club Committee 
members, Christopher Dooley 
and Jan-Willem Wielsma for 
arranging the selection of muffins 
and hot drinks, sponsored by the 
Northern Region, to the guests 
who attended this wonderful 
morning.  

A big thank you to Colin Kean 
for hosting the Club and to all our 
members who came out to view 
this interesting car collection.  

For more information about 
the projects or cars, please 
contact Colin Kean on Cell:  082 
895 6186.n
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SOCIAL MEDIA

I love our club, just like everyone 
else. It brings me so much joy 

to share the experiences of our 
club with members and the 
public. Social Media platforms is 
an opportunity for us to connect 
and share in all regions’ moments 
and experiences. Using Facebook, 
Instagram and WhatsApp groups, 
we all get to enjoy each others 
experiences.

The George Motor Show was 
my first opportunity in 2 years to 
attend a big car show (all thanks 
to Covid) and build increadible 
memories. Having my phone 
in hand and my friends on my 
side, we share many wonderful 
memories, from obsessing over a 
special W116 450SEL, enjoying a 
relaxed afternoon on the beach to 
the fantastic President’s Braai at 
Waldo’s home.

In the age of technology, it is 

vital for the club’s longevity to 
embrace the platforms that will 
create more awareness of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of South 
Africa. Our membership numbers 
can grow if we ignite the passion 
we share with other enthusiasts. I 
want to encourage our members 
to take pictures and to share those 
pictures with us.

If you’d like to share your 
pictures with us, please send them 
to us using either WeTransfer or 
Email.

All pictures can be sent to 
socialmedia@mercedesbenzclub.
co.za and we’ll do the magic!

We would like to encourage 
more interactions on social media, 
so please feel free to post your 
pictures on our Facebook group. 
Hashtags are most welcome and 
can be used on both Facebook 
and Instagram. We recommend 

that the following hashtags be 
used:

#mbcsa
#mbcsa1
#mbsa
#mbclassic
#mbmuseum
#mercedesbenzclubsa 
#northernregion 
#westerncape 
#southerncape
#easterncape
#centralregion 
#kzn
#classicmercedes 
#classicbenz 
& model-related hashtags like 
#W116 #R107 #W109

Let’s make social media great 
again! n

Social Media - Our gateway to awereness
By Marcell Mostert
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REGALIA

The committee of the Benz-Lens Magazine CHALLENGE ALL OUR MEMBERS to submit their own personal stories 
and images.  The winning articles will be published in the quarterly magazine and on our digital media. 

Annual prizes will be awarded according to contributions on photos, articles and Facebook posts.  

PLEASE CONTACT OUR EDITOR FOR ASSISTANCE

Order your personalised custom  
Classic MB Club Shirt with your name 
and club badge embroidered on the 

front of the shirt and Classic Mercedes-
Benz embroidered on the back of shirt.

www.mercedesbenzclubshop.co.za

A privacy consent form can be 
downloaded from our website 

www.mercedesbenzclub.co.za



50 Volume 37 | March 2022 | No. 1

M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B 
O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A

NEW
EDITOR FOR THE 

BENZ LENS 
REQUIRED

CONTACT

THE PRESIDENT
or your 

REGIONAL CHAIRMAN

ADVERT
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PLEASE NOTE: The placement of ads is a service rendered to our members. Neither the editor nor the committee accepts any liability pertaining to condition or ownership of goods advertised. 
It remains the responsibility of the reader to investigate these issues before closing any transaction. DISCLAIMER: The Mercedes-Benz Club of South Africa, although an authorized user of the 

Mercedes-Benz Trademarks, is an independent organisation and the views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those Mercedes-Benz SA, Mercedes-Benz AG or the Mercedes-Benz 
Museum GmbH.* Opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors and should not be interpreted as official club policy. While great care has been exercised in the compilation of the 

material published, members are advised to personally verify information, statements and claims before committing themselves to acts on transactions.

* Mercedes-Benz Museum GmbH is a Mercedes-Benz AG.

P.O. Box 999, George, 6530 | www.mercedesbenzclub.co.za

The only officially recognized Mercedes-Benz Club in Southern Africa 
Member of the SA Motor Club Association 
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Honorary Life Members 
Sir Stirling Moss | Steve Rademeyer | Ettienne Geel | Ria Geel | Philip Kannemeyer | Graham van Heerden  

| Dirk van der Westhuizen| 

Hero Awards
Kobus Harris | Norman Hickel | Louis Coetzer | Chris Calisle-Kitz | Maxim Erdmann (Posthumous) | Bill Tolken | Fred Winkel  

 | Okkie Potgieter | Theo Classen | Waldo Scribante | Annalie Kachelhoffer | Colin Meyer | Pieter Moolman| 

Special Members 
Chris Calisle-Kitz | Hein Lorentz | Okkie Potgieter | Brian Slingers | Anna-Lee Dos Santos | Selvin Govender | Warren Geyser

 | Fanie du Preez | Jeff Sansom | Russell Grigg| 

BENZ LENS
M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  C L U B  O F  S O U T H  A F R I C A

DIE 
THE

Johan Kemp (Treasurer) 
C: 083 457 1092 

E: treasurer@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Anna-Lee Dos Santos (Chairperson: Northern Region) 
C: 081 474 7460

E: northern@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Aldo van Zyl (Chairman: Southern Cape) 
C: 083 603 1076

E: scape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Jaco Kachelhoffer (Chairman: Central Region)  
C: 082 771 1731

E: central@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Marlize Heroldt (Membership Secretary) 
C: 073 305 6214 | F: 086 684 0235

E: membership@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Vacant (Editor) 
E: editor@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Regalia Officers
Jacky Lavin

C: 084 399 8973
E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Leon Erasmus
C: 082 353 5933

E: regalia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Waldo Scribante (President) 
C: 082 802 3280 | E: president@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Vacant (Vice President)  
E: vp@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Annalie Kachelhoffer (National Secretary)
C: 084 205 5411 
E: secretary@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Zillen Venter (Chairman: Western Cape) 
C: 083 440 6814 
E: wcape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Fabian Cairns (Chairman: Eastern Cape) 
C: 082 900 0359 
E: ecape@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Avish Maharaj (Chairman: KZN) 
C: 061 507 8803
E: kzn@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Marcell Mostert (Social Media Director) 
C: 083 704 3223  
E: socialmedia@mercedesbenzclub.co.za 

Sven Krassnokutski (National Concourse Director) 
C: 082 685 8204  
E: nationalconcourse@mercedesbenzclub.co.za

Club Approved Insurance Brokers
Elsabé van Zyl (MUA)
T: 086 196 7568  C: 082 807 9052 
E: elsabe@execbrokers.co.za

Smythe Insurance Brokers CC 
T: 031 701 0226  
E: info@smythebros.com




